
he solar system is one of
the most wonderful exam-

ples of this beautiful harmony to be

witnessed. There are nine planets
with fifty-four known satellites and an
unknown number of smaller bodies.

The major planets
counting outward from
the sun are Mercury,
Venus, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus,
Neptune, and Pluto.
Earth is the only one on
which life is known to
exist. It is surely the
only one on which

human beings can live and
survive unaided thanks to
abundant land and water and to
a breathable atmosphere.
In the structure of the solar system,
we encounter another beautiful
example of equilibrium: the balance
between a planet's centrifugal force
countered by  the  gravitational
attraction of its primary. (In astrono-
my, a primary is something that
another body revolves about.
Earth's primary is the sun; the
moon's primary is Earth.) Without
this balance, everything in the solar
system would fly off into the chilling
depths of outer space. The balance
between these two forces results in
paths (orbits) that the planets and
other bodies follow around their pri-
maries. If a body moved at too slow
a speed, it would plunge into the

primary; if it moved
at too fast a speed,
the primary would
be unable to hold
onto it, and it
would fly off into
space. Instead,
every body moves
at just the right
speed to keep it in
orbit. Moreover,
this equilibrium has
to be different for
each body
because the dis-
tance of planets to
the sun differs. So

do their masses. Therefore, they
have to have different orbital
speeds not to plunge into the sun or
not to fly off into space.
Materialist astronomy holds that the
origin and survival of the solar sys-
tem can be explained by coinci-
dence. Over the last three cen-
turies, many of its adherents have
speculated on how this marvelous
order should have come to pass
and they have failed to get any-
where. To a materialist, the equilibri -
um and order of the solar system
are inexplicable mysteries.
Astronomers like Kepler and
Galileo, among the first to discover
this superlative equilibrium,
acknowledged it as a deliberate
design and a sign of divine interven-
tion in the whole universe. Isaac
Newton, recognized as one of the
greatest scientific minds of all times,
once wrote:
This most elegant system of suns,
planets, and comets could arise
from the purpose and sovereignty of
an intelligent and mighty being…He
rules them all, not as a soul but as
a sovereign lord of all things, and
because of His sovereignty He is
commonly called "Lord God
Almighty." (2)
Allah made the sun and moon sub-
servient, each running for a speci-

fied term. He
directs the whole
affair. He
makes the
Signs clear so
that hopefully
you will be cer-
tain about the
meeting with
your Lord. (Sura
ar-Rad, 2) •
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(1) Guy Murchie, The

Seven Mysteries of

Life, Boston: The

Houghton Mifflin

Company, 1978, p.

598

(2) Michael A. Corey,

God and the New

Cosmology: The

Anthropic Design

Argument, Maryland:

Rowman & Littlefield

Publishers, Inc.,

1993, p. 259. 

s Muslims, we strongly con-
demn the terrorist attack on

the two big cities of the United States
of America on September 11, 2001
that caused the death and injury of
thousands of innocent people, and
o ffer our condolences to the
American people. These attacks car-
ried a very important issue related to
the true source of terrorism to the top
of the world agenda. By this occasion,
it was announced to the entire world
that Islam is a religion of peace and
tolerance and that it summons people
to compassion and justice. Many
world leaders, leading media organi-
zations, television and radio stations
told their own people that true Islam
forbids violence, and commands
peace between people and nations.
The Western circles that have come
to a full grasp of the religion of Islam
and are well-informed about the true
Islam commanded by God in the
Koran noted clearly that the words of
Islam and terror cannot stand side by
side, and divine religions by no
means permit violence. 
This essay maintains that the source
of the terror that we condemn is defi-
nitely not a divine religion, and that
there is no room for terrorism in Islam.
This is made clear in the Koran, the
main source of Islam, and in the prac-
tices of all Muslim rulers, the Prophet
Muhammad, peace be upon him,
being the foremost of them. 
As you know, for centuries, various
acts of terrorism are being carried out
in different parts of the world by differ-
ent groups for different purposes.
Sometimes a communist organiza-
tion, sometimes a fascist group, and
sometimes radical and separatist fac-
tions assume responsibility for these
acts. While countries like A m e r i c a

often become the target of the attacks
of racist and marginal terrorist
groups, the European countries
become the center stage for violent
acts carried out by terrorist groups. 17
November in Greece, RAF and Neo-
Nazis in Germany, ETA in Spain, Red
Brigades in Italy and many other
organizations seek to make their voic-
es heard through terror and violence
by killing innocent and defenseless
people heinously. Terrorism changes
with the developing and changing
world conditions and steps up its
impact and power with the new
means made possible by the devel-
oping technology. In particular, mass
communication tools such as the
Internet extends the scope and influ-
ence of the terrorist activities consid-
erably.
Besides USA and Europe originated
Western organizations, there are also
other terror organizations of Middle
East origin. Some terrorist attacks are
carried out by these groups in all cor-
ners of the world. Yet there is an
important point to be remembered
here. The fact that the perpetrators of
various terrorist acts carry Christian,
Muslim or Jewish identities cause
some people to develop some erro-
neous ideas and put forward some
claims which do not concur with
divine religions. The fact remains
however, that even if the terrorists
have Muslim identities, the terror they
perpetrated cannot be labelled
"Islamic terror". In the same way, it
would not be called "Jewish terror" if
the perpetrators were Jews or
"Christian terror" if they were
Christians. That is because, murder-
ing innocent people in the name of
religion is unacceptable. We need to
keep in mind that, among those who

were killed in Washington or New
York, there were people who loved
Jesus (Christians), Prophet Moses
(Jews) and Muslims. Unless forgiven
by God, murdering innocent people is
a great sin that brings torment in Hell.
Thus, a religious person who has fear
of God can never commit such an act. 
The aggressors can commit such vio-
lence only with the intention of attack-
ing religion itself. It may well be that
they carried out this violence to pres-
ent religion as evil in the eyes of peo-
ple, to divorce people from religion
and to generate hatred and reaction
against pious people. Consequently,

every attack made in the name of
"religion" on innocent people is actu-
ally an attack made against religion. 
Religion commands love, mercy and
peace. Terror, on the other hand, is
the opposite of religion; it is cruel,
merciless and it demands bloodshed
and misery. This being the case, while
looking for the perpetrators of a ter-
rorist act, its origins should be sought
in disbelief rather than in religion.
People with a fascist, communist,
racist or materialist outlook on life
should be suspected as potential per-
petrators. The name or the identity of
the terrorists is not important. If he can

kill innocent people without blinking an
eye, then he is a disbeliever, not a
b e l i e v e r. He is a murderer with no fear
of God, whose main ambition is to
shed blood and to give harm. For this
reason, "Islamic terror", "Jewish ter-
ror", "Christian terror" are quite erro-
neous concepts. That is because, nei-
ther the religion of Islam, nor other
religions can by no means concur with
t e r r o r. On the contrary, "terror" (i.e.
murders committed against innocent
people) in Islam is a great sin and
Muslims are responsible for prevent-
ing these acts and bringing peace and
justice to the world. •
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…Something else has to be behind things, somehow guiding them. And that,

one might say, is a kind of mathematical proof of divinity.

Guy Marchie, American Science Writer (1)

If one is looking for the cause of an act of terrorism, one must look for

its source in anti-religious ideologies. Religion enjoins love, compas -

sion, forgiveness, peace and living according to high moral standards.

Terrorism, on the other hand, is on the side of cruelty and violence,

causing pain, bloodshed and committing murder .
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Allah created
the heavens
and the earth
with truth. There
is certainly a
Sign in that for
the muminun.
(Surat
Al-‘Ankabut:44)
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