LIFE IN THE SEAS

The schools we study in, the parks where we play, the air we breathe, the sky above, the mountains with peaks, the rivers with rushing waters are all things of our world. 
Other entities, apart from us, also live on the Earth.

Birds, zebras, elephants, giraffes, cats…

Trees, flowers, fruits, vegetables…

Yet, there is also another world that these plants and animals, including us, cannot live in!

This is the underwater world.

There are entities also here.

Clownfish, fish that move around in schools, scorpionfish with their venomous spines, the flatworm that acts like a dancer, star fish and many other things all live in the seas…

They have no idea what our world is like.

God has created them in an ideal form to live in the seas and oceans.

Let us now take a short trip and get to know some of the creatures that live in the sea.

CORAL POLYPS

We are coral polyps…

You may think we are plants, but we are all animals.

We catch food that pass by and feed on them.

We are protected against our enemies thanks to a chemical substance in our bodies.

Have a close look at us…

We are the tiny workers who make up these corals.

CLEANER FISH

What do you think these fish are doing?

Having themselves cleaned!

Big fish like these need other fish much smaller than them to keep them clean.

They therefore permit these small fish to clean the parasites out of their gills.

The little fish even enter their mouths without any fear.

They clean this fish’s teeth and gills, and thus feed themselves at the same time.

The big fish do no harm to the little fish that help keep them clean.

So how do the cleaner fish know that the big fish will not harm them?

How come they trust them?

How can they be sure the big fish will not eat them?

The cleaner fish cannot, of course, be sure of any of these dangers. But God has taught these two fish how to be useful to one another.

God has inspired them to live together in complete harmony and solidarity. 

CLOWNFISH

Hello there, we are clownfish…

We aren’t just like the clowns you are familiar with, are we?

This is because we are the clowns of the sea…

Clownfish, with their bright colors, live among the tentacles of a plant-like life form known as the “sea anemone.”

The sea anemone has sting capsules on its tentacles, and any fish that touches them either die or suffer serious harm.

Yet, the sea anemones do us no harm.

We even protect ourselves by hiding among their tentacles.

You are wondering how we are protected against their sting capsules, aren’t you?

The reason why the sea anemone’s stings do not hurt them is the special mucus they produce.

Let’s just think about that: a fish produces some special mucus in its body, that protects it from the sting capsules in its environment.

When danger approaches these fish immediately hide among these sting capsules, just as if they knew they would come to no harm there.

But how do they know that other fish cannot live there and cannot secrete the same mucus?

It is, of course, impossible for a tiny fish to know and do such things.

God teaches them.

God has created all living things and has inspired, in them, the knowledge of what they need to do.

What some people refer to as instinct is in fact the inspiration that God bestows on living things from birth.

God also creates us, human beings…

He has revealed what we need to do in our book, the Qur’an.

God refers to this feature of the Qur’an in a verse: 

It is a Book We have sent down to you, full of blessing, so let people of intelligence ponder its signs and take heed. (Surah Sâd, 29)

SEAHORSES

Hey, can you see us?

What’s up, can’t you see us?

Have a closer look; we are seahorses…

Our colors and the nodules on our bodies are identical to those of the coral we live among. That is why you couldn’t see us.

We camouflage ourselves among the coral. That makes it impossible for other sea creatures to see and hunt our young and us. 

God also created these cute creatures, which are just 1 centimeter long, with the ability to camouflage, or hide, themselves by blending in with their surroundings, and thus to avoid being detected by their enemies.

SEA TURTLES

When the time comes for sea turtles to reproduce, they all head towards the shore.

But this is no ordinary beach; it is the beach where they were born.

They sometimes have to travel as much as 800 kilometers, or 500 miles, to get back to their birthplace.

At the end of this journey, they bury their eggs under the sand.

Do you know how they manage to assemble on the same beach at the same time?

What would happen if they did the same thing at different times on different beaches? Could their offspring survive?

Researchers investigating these matters encountered an exceedingly interesting state of affairs.

The young that emerge from the eggs, weighing an average of just 31 grams, are unable to dig their way through the sand that covers them on their own. Yet, they manage to surface by helping one another and all working together.

They come to the surface in a matter of a few days.

Come on! Let’s head for the sea.

Walking on the sand is really hard!

Whoops. We’re slipping. Come on, let’s head straight for the sea.

We’ll come back to this beach to reproduce in 25 years’ time, OK?

Let’s now ask ourselves a few questions about these tiny animals:

How do these newborn youngsters know that they need to head upwards by digging through the sand?

How do they find their way, all by themselves, to the sea that they have never seen?

You have probably realized that these tiny creatures cannot do these things by using their own intelligence.

So where does this conscious behavior come from?

There is only one answer to that question: God inspires this conscious behavior in sea turtles.

SEA SLUGS

Sea slugs are a kind of marine mollusk.

They have really interesting shapes and bright colors.

They also have soft bodies, and no shells to protect them.

So how do these creatures protect themselves against predators?

Thanks to their colors! Sea slugs’ striking colors tell their enemies that they are highly poisonous.

As a result, the predators give up trying to eat them.

God has created all living things with various colors and with very different features. Sea slugs are just one example.

This variety shows us the infinite creative force and artistry of God.

HOW SCORPIONFISH CAMOUFLAGE THEMSELVES

Hello there…

Don’t you know who I am? I am a scorpionfish.

I live on the seabed in the tropics and never move out into the open sea.

I am protected against my enemies by venomous spines on my chest.

I, and the coral which I live in, are both very brightly colored. That means I can disappear among the coral.

In addition, I have a lot of friends who hide in exactly the same way.

Yes, just like that scorpionfish said, it is impossible to tell most of the living things in the sea apart from their surroundings.

You can only detect their presence when they move.

But where did this harmony come from?

Who makes a fish’s body the same color as its surroundings, and even gives it the same knobbly appearance?

It is impossible for a fish, or any other life form, to be aware of the concept of color and to produce the systems to allow it to change color.

There is, of course, a power that makes these systems and places them inside living things.

The power is God, the Creator of all things.

God creates all living things together with the features they possess.

This is revealed in the Qur’an: 

That is God, your Lord. There is no deity but Him, the Creator of everything. … (Surat al-An‘am, 102)

SMILING DOLPHINS

Dolphins are cheerful and sociable animals, capable of making friends with human beings.

You can see the friendliness and docility that God has given to dolphins in their faces.

Our friends, the dolphins, breathe in a similar way to us.

But their nostrils are on the top of their heads.

Before diving down under the water, dolphins first inhale the air.

They hold their breath and dive into the water.

As they rise up again, they release the air in their lungs.

They swim in the water as if they were gliding. They even race ships.

The most important reason why they are able to swim so perfectly is that God has created their skin to be very smooth and slippery.

This allows them to cut through the water and swim very fast.

Another feature that enables them to swim fast has to do with the structure of their noses. Dolphins’ noses have been created with the ideal structure for them to cut through the water.

Human beings noticed this, and constructed the portion of their ships’ bows which remains under water in such a way as to resemble the dolphin’s nose. This permits ships to travel very fast.

God has also given dolphins a very acute sense of hearing. Thanks to this highly developed sense, dolphins can easily hear sounds from many kilometers away.

What is more, thanks to a special system in their bodies, dolphins are easily able to find their way and locate their prey.

This special navigational system works by way of sound waves. Dolphins emit sounds that we cannot hear. These spread through the water in the form of waves.

If they encounter an obstacle, these sound waves strike it and bounce back. The time it takes for the sound to hit an obstacle and come back allows the dolphin to work out how far off an object is.

Human beings produced the sensitive navigational device known as sonar by imitating this system in the dolphin.

Sonar is mainly used by submarines. It is thanks to sonar that submarines are able to navigate in the underwater darkness.

It is, of course, impossible for dolphins to have brought about the sonar of their own accord, which human beings have only been able to make using modern technology.

This, once again, shows that God has created dolphins together with all the features they possess.

WHALES

Whales are the largest creatures living in the seas. The species known as the blue whale is some 30 meters, or 100 feet long and weighs an average of more than 150 tons.

One of the astonishing features of the blue whale is the way that it can dive very fast, despite its enormous size, to depths of 1,000 meters, and return back to the surface in as short a time as 15 to 20 seconds.

The whale is able to withstand the huge pressure difference involved, thanks to the special creation bestowed on it by God. Blue whales’ bones have been created out of a spongy substance, and the empty spaces in them are full of fat. This wondrous creation means that the animal’s body is exceedingly flexible and resistant.

Another feature in the whale’s body is in its blood circulation. Since the whale stays under the water without breathing for long periods of time, its circulatory system organizes the use of oxygen in the most economical manner. The brain is the organ with the greatest need for oxygen. For that reason, when the whale stays beneath the surface for a long time, the system reduces the amount of oxygen going to the other tissues and concentrates it in the brain.

This enables a whale to stay at the bottom of the sea, without breathing, for more than 15 to 20 minutes.

This wondrous system, which astonished scientists, is another example of God’s creative artistry. 

You will all be familiar with the hole on top of its head that the whale squirts water out of. But did you know that this is actually the animal’s nose?

Most people think that the whale squirts water out of this hole. But that is not actually the case; it, in fact, expels the air from its lungs. 

Since this air is full of water vapor and warmer than the surrounding air, it appears from a distance that the whale is actually squirting out water.

Contrary to what people think, whales do not drink seawater. Drinking salty water is harmful to living things. For that reason, they obtain the water they need from the food they eat.

Whales also have very acute senses of touch and hearing. Just like dolphins, whales emit various sounds under the water and navigate by listening to the echoes coming back from these.

Scientists think that these sounds, produced by whales, are a highly complex language. That language plays an important role in establishing communication among whales.

SEALS

The seals that most of us are familiar with, from the television and circuses, spend most of their lives in the water.

Seals are excellent swimmers and divers.

They are just as comfortable in water and on ice as we are on dry land.

Even in the spring months, the temperature where they live is no higher than minus 5 degrees Celsius, or 23 degrees Fahrenheit. We have to pile on several layers of clothing and take various other precautions to avoid freezing at such temperatures. Yet, they never feel cold, because their fur and the fat they store up prevents them from getting cold.

Seals live in large colonies.

So how do you think a mother seal identifies her own baby in such a huge throng?

Quite easily… After giving birth to her baby, the mother gives it a hello kiss, from which she recognizes her pup’s scent and never confuses it with any other pup.

The pups are covered in a layer of fat known as baby fat. This keeps their tiny bodies permanently warm.

Like seals, God has created all living things in line with the habitats they live in. This shows just how compassionate God truly is.

CONCLUSION

Let us now cast our minds back over the animals we have seen in this film and the miracles in their creation.

Cleaner fish, clownfish, sea slugs with their wondrous colors, scorpionfish that hide among the corals where they live, and seahorses, sea turtles, smiling dolphins, whales, loveable seals… 
They are all miracles that Almighty God has created under the sea.

It is the duty of every thinking person to reflect on all things and to obtain a better understanding of the greatness of God Who created both them and the life forms in nature.

God advises us to reflect deeply in the Qur’an: 

And in your creation and all the creatures He has spread about there are signs for people with certainty. (Surat al-Jathiyya, 4)
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