MIRACLES OF THE QUR’AN – III

HISTORICAL MIRACLES OF THE QUR’AN

As we saw in the first two films, the Qur’an, the word of God, reported a great many scientific developments centuries ago. 

Yet the miracles of the Qur’an are not limited to scientific developments alone. 

Verses of the Qur’an also contain a great many miracles regarding historical matters.

Many tribes, cities, kings and wars are described in our Holy Book. 

Furthermore, research and archeological discoveries have confirmed this information that was imparted fourteen hundred years ago.

There is absolutely no doubt that the Qur’an is a revelation and a miracle of God.

BYZANTINE EMPIRE’S VICTORY

An astonishing prediction is found in the first verses of Surat ar-Rum, which refers to the Byzantine Empire, the eastern part of the later Roman Empire. The Byzantine Empire, which had met a great defeat, would soon gain victory.

Alif, Lam, Mim. The Romans have been defeated in the lowest land, but after their defeat, they will be victorious within three to nine years. The affair is God's from beginning to end. On that day, the believers will rejoice. (Surat ar-Rum: 1-4)

These verses were revealed around 620, almost 7 years after the idolatrous Persians had severely defeated Christian Byzantium in 613-614. 

In fact, Byzantium had suffered such heavy losses that it seemed impossible for it even to survive, let alone be victorious again. Following their defeat of the Byzantines at Antioch in 613, the Persians seized control of Damascus, Cilicia, Tarsus, Armenia, and Jerusalem. The loss of Jerusalem in 614 was particularly traumatic for the Byzantines, for the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was destroyed and the Persians seized the "True Cross," the symbol of Christianity. 

In addition, the Avars, Slavs, and Lombards also were posing serious threats to the Byzantine Empire. 

The Avars had reached as far as the walls of Constantinople. Emperor Heraclius ordered the gold and silver in churches to be melted and turned into money in order to meet the army's expenses. Many governors had revolted against Heraclius, and Byzantium was on the point of collapse. Mesopotamia, Cilicia, Syria, Palestine, Egypt and Armenia, which had earlier belonged to Byzantium, were invaded by the idolatrous Persians. 

In short, everyone was expecting Byzantium to be destroyed. But during this time, the first verses of Surat ar-Rum were revealed, announcing that Byzantium would triumph in 3 to 9 years. This “predicted victory” seemed so impossible that the Arab polytheists thought it would never come true. 

Like all the other predictions in the Qur'an, however, this one also came true. In 622, Heraclius gained a number of victories over the Persians and conquered Armenia. 

In December 627, the two empires fought a decisive battle at Nineveh, some 50 kilometers east of the Tigris river, near Baghdad. This time too, the Byzantine army defeated the Persians. A few months later, the Persians had to sue for peace with Byzantium, which obliged them to return the territories they had taken from it. 

The Byzantine victory was completed when Emperor Heraclius defeated the Persian ruler Khosrow II in 630, recaptured Jerusalem, and regained the "True Cross" for the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 

In the end, "the victory of the Romans" proclaimed by God in the Qur'an miraculously came true within the "three to nine years" time frame stated in the verse.

Another miracle revealed in these verses is the announcement of a geographical fact that could not have been known by anyone at that time: the Romans had been defeated in the lowest region of Earth. 

This Arabic expression adnaa al-ard is interpreted as "a nearby place" in many translations. However, this is not the literal meaning, but rather a figurative interpretation. Derived from the word dani', which means low, the word adnaa means "the lowest." The word ard means "the world." Therefore, adnaa al-ard means "the lowest place on Earth."

The Dead Sea basin, one of the regions in which the Byzantines were defeated in 613-614, is the lowest region on Earth. For Christian Byzantium, the loss of the “True Cross” was the heaviest blow in that defeat in Jerusalem, located near the shores of the Dead Sea. At 399 meters below sea level, the Dead Sea is the "lowest" place on the Earth's surface: The Romans were defeated in the lowest land, just as revealed in the verse. 

However, as only modern measuring methods and equipment can prove this fact, it would have been impossible for anyone living at that time to realize this truth. Yet, it is clearly stated in the Qur'an that this region was the "lowest land" on Earth and, this provides further evidence that it is the Divine word.

THE PRESERVATION OF PHARAOH’S BODY

The Egyptian ruler, known as Pharaoh, and his court were highly devoted to their polytheistic system and idolatrous beliefs. 

Indeed, according to their perverted beliefs, Pharaoh was actually a deity himself! 

At this time, God sent Prophet Moses (peace be upon him) as His messenger to the people of Egypt. 

Pharaoh, however, responded with slanders and threats to Prophet Moses’ calls for him to believe in God. 

This arrogant attitude lasted… until he was faced with God’s punishment…

He was faced with the threat of death through drowning.

The position of Pharaoh, who turned to faith at just that moment, is described in these terms in verses: 

We brought the tribe of Israel across the sea, and Pharaoh and his troops pursued them out of tyranny and enmity. Then, when he was on the point of drowning, he [Pharaoh] said: "I believe that there is no deity but Him in Whom the tribe of Israel believes. I am one of the Muslims." (Surah Yunus: 90)

However, this last-minute conversion was not accepted:

"What, now! When previously you rebelled and were one of the corrupters? Today we will preserve your body so you can be a sign for people who come after you. Surely many people are heedless of Our signs." (Surah Yunus: 91-92) 

The information that Pharaoh's corpse would serve as a sign for later generations may be regarded as an indication that his body would not decay. 

On display in the Royal Mummies Chamber of the Egyptian Museum in Cairo is the body of Pharaoh. 

Just as was revealed fourteen centuries ago… 

THE CONQUEST OF MAKKAH

One night in Madinah, the Prophet (may God bless him and grant him peace) dreamed that the believers would enter the Sacred Mosque in safety and walk around the Ka`bah. 

In Surat al-Fath, God revealed to the Prophet that He would help and support him, that the dream was true, and that the believers would enter Makkah: 

God has confirmed His Messenger's vision with truth: You will enter the Masjid al-Haram [Sacred Mosque] in safety, God willing, shaving your heads and cutting your hair without any fear. He knew what you did not know and ordained, in place of this, an imminent victory. (Surat al-Fath: 27)

However, at the time when our Prophet imparted these glad tidings to the believers the situation was not at all appropriate. Those believers who had migrated from Makkah to Madinah with him had not been able to return since. In addition, the pagans appeared determined not to allow the believers to re-enter Makkah.

However, this was all shortly to change.

First the Treaty of Hudaybiyah was signed, and then Makkah was captured.

The believers entered the Sacred Mosque in complete safety, just as the verse had foretold.

Thus God showed that the glad tidings He had imparted to the Prophet were true. 

Other verses that give the glad tidings of the capture of Makkah are as follows:

Truly We have granted you a clear victory, so that God may forgive you your earlier errors and any later ones, complete His blessing upon you, and guide you on a straight path. And so that God may help you with a mighty help. (Surat al-Fath: 1-3)

THE TRIBE OF ISRAEL WILL BECOME HAUGHTY

We decreed in the Book for the tribe of Israel: "You will twice cause corruption on Earth and you will reach [a degree of] great haughtiness. When the promised first time came, We sent against you servants of Ours possessing great force, and they ransacked your houses, rampaging right through them. It was a promise that was fulfilled. Then once again, We gave you the upper hand over them, supplied you with more wealth and children, and made you the most numerous group." (Surat al-Isra’: 4-6)

As these verses reveal, the Children of Israel caused two corruptions over the world. 

The first one is when they killed Prophet John and set a trap to kill Prophet Jesus (peace be upon them both). They were exiled shortly afterwards from Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 and wandered all over the world.

When that verse was revealed to the Prophet, the Jews were living in various countries and had no state of their own. 

Yet, God told in the verses that one day the Children of Israel would recover their strength. At that time, however, there seemed to be almost no way this would really happen. 

Many centuries later, however, this event revealed by God in the verses came true. 

The Jews returned to Palestine and established the State of Israel in 1948. Subsequently, the attitudes of some racist circles living in Israel led to disorder in the Middle East. 

This current state is a sign of the Children of Israel's second "corruption."

However, it is important to note that this wicked behavior certainly does not apply to all Jews, for many Jews are individuals of good conscience and common sense who do not agree with such behavior. 

Certain racist and radical circles need to "take to forgiveness" as recommended by our Lord. If they follow this path, then it is clear that, by God's will, an environment of peace and brotherhood can again be established, for the Qur'an states: 

A good action and a bad action are not the same. Repel the bad with something better and, if there is enmity between you and someone else, he will be like a bosom friend. (Surah Fussilat: 34)

One of the important points in the verses in Surat al-Isra’ regarding the Children of Israel is the way they state that events, which appeared impossible at the time and for which there was not the slightest indication to ever take place, would come to pass in the future. 

The fact that all this information was imparted centuries ago is of course one of the miracles of the Qur’an. 

THE EXPLORATION OF SPACE 

Humanity's exploration of space was accelerated with the Soviet satellite Sputnik on 4 October 1957, whose successful launch NASA considers as the “Dawn of the Space Age.” 

The first man to leave the Earth’s atmosphere was the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin, who entered space in the craft Vostok 1 in 1961… 

Human beings set foot on the Moon on 20 July 1969 with the American Apollo 11 mission. 

In fact, it was revealed in the Qur'an that such developments and achievements would one day be realized. 

And this was revealed fourteen centuries before, at a time when there were no spacecrafts equipped with advanced technology!

O company of jinn and human beings! If you are able to pierce through the confines of the heavens and Earth, pierce through them. You will not pierce through, except with a clear authority. (Surat ar-Rahman: 33)

Careful examination reveals that the verse emphasizes that humanity will be able to move into the depths of Earth and sky, but only with a superior power. 

In all likelihood, this superior power is the superior technology employed in the twentieth century. 

In fact, these tidings imparted by God in the Qur’an took place thanks to 20th-century advanced technology. 

MATTER TRANSMISSION

He who possessed knowledge of the Book said: "I will bring it [the Queen of Saba's throne] to you before your glance returns to you." And when he [Solomon] saw it standing firmly in his presence, he said: "This is part of my Lord's favor, to test me to see if I will give thanks or show ingratitude..." (Surat an-Naml: 40)

"He who possessed knowledge of the Book" told Prophet Solomon (peace be upon him) that he could bring the Queen of Saba's throne to him very quickly.

Another astonishing fact is being indicated here: the transmission of images with present-day advanced technology! Another verse on the subject reads:

A demon of the jinn said: "I will bring it to you before you get up from your seat. I am strong and trustworthy enough to do it." (Surat an-Naml: 39)

In our day, information of all kinds can be sent anywhere in the world in a matter of seconds, thanks to the Internet and advances in computer technology. In addition, research into the transmission of matter is continuing. 

Indeed, according to a CNN report on 17 July 2002, a group of physicists from the National Australian University in Canberra split a laser ray and "transmitted" it several meters. 

Ping Koy Lam, the team's head, stated that transmitting matter in its atomic state might become a reality in the future. 

This is just as is revealed in the verses…

HAMAN AND ANCIENT EGYPT MONUMENTS

One of the individuals referred to in the context of Pharaoh is “Haman.” He is mentioned in six different places in the Qur'an, in which we are informed that he was one of Pharaoh's closest allies. Surprisingly, the name "Haman" is never mentioned in those sections of the Old Testament pertaining to the life of Prophet Moses. 

This information in the Qur’an was backed up by archeological discoveries made centuries later.

Until the 18th century, the writings and inscriptions of ancient Egypt could not be understood. The ancient Egyptian writing system consisted of hieroglyphs, or stylized pictures rather than words, and was forgotten centuries ago. 

In 1799, the mystery of ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics was solved by the discovery of a tablet called the "Rosetta Stone," dating back to 196 B.C. Through the decoding of hieroglyph, an important piece of knowledge was revealed: The name "Haman" was indeed mentioned in Egyptian inscriptions. The same inscription also indicated the close relationship between Haman and the Pharaoh. 

In the dictionary of People in the New Kingdom, which was prepared based on the entire collection of inscriptions, Haman is said to be "the head of stone quarry workers." 

The verse in the Qur'an, describing the event where the Pharaoh asked Haman to build a tower, is in perfect agreement with this archaeological finding:
Pharaoh said, "Council, I do not know of any other deity for you apart from me. Haman, kindle a fire for me over the clay and build me a lofty tower so that perhaps I may be able to climb up to Moses' deity! I consider him a blatant liar." (Surat al-Qasas: 38)

The discovery of the name Haman on ancient Egyptian inscriptions once again revealed that the Qur’an was sent down from the sight of God. In a miraculous way, the Qur'an conveys to us historical information that could not have been possessed or understood at the time of the Prophet.

THE TROUBLES WHICH AFFLICTED PHARAOH AND THOSE AROUND HIM

Pharaoh and those people close to him were so devoted to their polytheistic system and pagan beliefs that not even the message of Prophet Moses, armed with wisdom and spectacular miracles, could turn them away from baseless superstitions. 

They also openly stated this fact; because of their haughty attitude, God sent to them afflictions in order to punish them in this world too. We are told of these in the Qur'an:

So We sent down on them floods, locusts, lice, frogs and blood, signs, clear and distinct, but they proved arrogant and were an evildoing people. (Surat al- A‘raf: 133)

This Qur’anic account of this period of human history has been confirmed by the discovery in the early 19th century, of the Ipuwer papyruses dating back to the Middle Kingdom. 

The details in the papyrus regarding the catastrophes that struck the people of Egypt are just like those described in the Qur’an: 

Plague is throughout the land. Blood is everywhere… The river is blood… Forsooth, that has perished which yesterday was seen. The land is left over to its weariness like the cutting of flax… Lower Egypt weeps... The entire palace is without its revenues. To it belong (by right) wheat and barley, geese and fish… Forsooth, grain has perished on every side… The towns are destroyed. Upper Egypt has become dry... The residence is overturned in a minute. ("The Plagues of Egypt," Admonitions of Ipuwer)

THE CITY OF IRAM

At the beginning of 1990s, a most important archeological discovery was made. That discovery was of an ancient Arab city. 

What rendered this archaeological find particularly intriguing was the fact that this city was where the ‘Ad, mentioned in the Qur'an, lived. 

It was Nicholas Clapp, a noted documentary filmmaker and a lecturer on archaeology, who found this city mentioned in the Qur'an. Being an Arabophile and a winning documentary film maker, Clapp had come across a very interesting book during his research on Arabian history. 

The book referred to Ubar, a very ancient city, and to tracks belonging to it. 

In order to aid his work to find these tracks, Clapp requested assistance from NASA to provide the satellite images of the area. From this, he went on to study the ancient manuscripts and maps in the Huntington Library in California. 

Here, he quickly found a map drawn by the Greek-Egyptian geographer Ptolemy in 200, which showed the location of an old city found in the region and the paths which actually led up to this city. Moreover, the trails in the map corresponded with the trails in the satellite pictures taken by NASA. 

The final destination of these trails was a broad site understood to have once been a city. Finally, the location of this legendary city was discovered. After a short while, excavations began and remains of an old city were brought to light. It was these remains that constituted the real proof that this ancient city was the city of the people of ‘Ad referred to in the Qur’an… 

… because among the structures unearthed during the excavations were pillars. This is just as is revealed in the verses… 

Don't you see what your Lord did with ‘Ad – Iram of the columns whose like was not created in any land? (Surat al-Fajr: 6-8)

THE CITIES OF SODOM AND GOMORRAH 

Prophet Lot lived at the same time as Prophet Abraham (peace be upon them both). 

He was sent as a messenger to a neighboring tribe to Prophet Abraham. That tribe, as revealed in the Qur'an, practiced a perversion never before seen in the world: homosexuality. 

When Prophet Lot told the people to abandon this great sin, they rejected him. They denied that he was a prophet and continued with their horrid lifestyle. As a result of this, the tribe was destroyed in a terrible disaster: 

And Lot, when he said to his people, "Do you commit an obscenity not perpetrated before you by anyone in all the worlds? You come with lust to men instead of women. You are indeed a depraved people." (Surat al- A‘raf: 80-81)

We rained down a rain upon them. See the final fate of the evildoers! (Surat al-A‘raf: 84)

The city mentioned in the Qur’an, in which the people of Lot lived, and which was eventually destroyed, was recently unearthed during archeological excavations. This was the ancient city of Sodom, as it is called in the Old Testament. 

Archaeological excavations have revealed that the city lay close to the Dead Sea on the present-day Israeli-Jordanian border. The area is covered in large deposits of sulfur. 

This is a most important piece of evidence, because sulfur is an element which appears as a result of volcanic eruptions. Indeed, there is indication in the Qur'an that the method of destruction was earthquake and volcanic eruptions. The German archaeologist Werner Keller says this about the region: 

Together with the base of this mighty fissure, which runs precisely through this area, the Vale of Siddim, including Sodom and Gomorrah, plunged one day into the abyss. Their destruction came about through a great earthquake which was probably accompanied by explosions, lightning, issue of natural gas and general conflagration… In the upper valley of the Jordan near Bashan there are still the towering craters of extinct volcanoes; great stretches of lava and deep layers of basalt have been deposited on the limestone surface. (Werner Keller, The Bible as History, Bantam Books, USA, 1982, pp. 75-79.) 

These layers of lava and basalt are the most important evidence showing that a volcanic eruption and an earthquake once took place there. In any event, Lake Lot, otherwise known as the Dead Sea, lies directly above a seismically active region; in other words, an earthquake belt.

THE PEOPLE OF SABA AND THE ARIM FLOOD

The community of Saba was one of the four biggest civilizations which lived in South Arabia. 

With the help of quite advanced technology for that particular era, the people of Saba constructed the Ma'rib Dam and possessed an enormous irrigation capacity. This endowed them with much wealth and goods. 

However, instead of giving thanks to God for all this, they actually "turned away from Him." Furthermore, they refused to heed the warnings and reminders issued to them. Because of these poor moral values, they merited punishment in the sight of God. 

In 542, their dams collapsed and the flood of Arim ruined all their lands.

The vineyards, orchards, and fields cultivated for hundreds of years by the people of Saba were completely destroyed.

This flood is described in the Qur'an:

There was also a sign for Saba in their dwelling place: two gardens – one to the right and one to the left. “Eat of your Lord’s provision and give thanks to Him: a bountiful land and a forgiving Lord.” But they turned away so We unleashed against them the flood from the great dam and exchanged their two gardens for two others containing bitter-tasting plants and tamarisk and a few lote trees. That is how We repaid them for their ingratitude. Are any but the ungrateful repaid like this? (Surah Saba’: 15-17) 

This fact, revealed in the Qur’an, is in complete agreement with archeological findings. The Christian archaeologist Werner Keller, writer of The Bible as History, accepts that the flood of Arim occurred according to the description of the Qur'an and writes that the existence of such a dam and the destruction of the whole city by its burst proves that the example given in the Qur'an about the people of the garden was indeed realized. 

THE QUR’AN IS GOD’S REVELATION

The Qur'an is the word of Almighty God, the Originator of everything and the One Who encompasses everything with His knowledge. 

One of the countless proofs of this is the way that its verses contain facts about scientific matters, as well as the past and the future, that nobody could have known. 

And, what is more, all of this was revealed 14 centuries ago… 

Every piece of information the Qur'an contains reveals the secret miracles of this Divine book.

In one verse, God says, "… If it had been from other than God, they would have found many inconsistencies in it." (Surat an-Nisa’: 82) 

People are meant to hold fast to this Divine Book revealed by God and to receive it as their guide in life. In the Qur'an, God tells us the following:

This Qur'an could never have been devised by any besides God. Rather, it is confirmation of what came before it and an elucidation of the Book which contains no doubt from the Lord of all the worlds. Do they say, "He has invented it"? Say: "Then produce a sura like it and call on anyone you can besides God if you are telling the truth." (Surah Yunus: 37-38) 

And this is a Book We have sent down and blessed, so follow it and have fear of God so that hopefully you will gain mercy. (Surat al-An‘am: 155)
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And this is a Book We have sent down and blessed, so follow it and have fear of God so that hopefully you will gain mercy. (Surat al-An‘am: 155)
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