Postpone Unimportant Matters That Trouble
You'"For a Few Decades"

hile believers are safe from any dewilish
inflgence, Satan may sometimes try o insaall
doubts in them m something they do. Omne
importast socret thes Adflah reveals in the Qur'sn is how o
escape such whispenngs
This is a very important madier for believers whe fear
Allah becavse this whispering consisis of deceptve words
uitered by Sainn bo bwn people away from Allabh and waste
their timee by preccoupying them with asmbess snd empry
LT
People somelimes blow small things out of all
proporticn. Even thouogh & minor issoe is snimportant, they
regard it as the maost importan thing is life a0 that time. The
more they concentrabe on thal, the more they begin to
exagREoTate it in their owmn mind
From one point of wiew, this subject may really be so
imporiant as o sffect a person's life: From another podet of
wicw, however, thai subpect is less important than a grain of
sarnd companed 1o all the mumerous magor Bases in the world
People may perhaps fuil to reslize how trivial that
subjoct sctually is. Yet there is one way of apprecisting thet
fact; if you seop and think beck for o moment, you will see
thal youw cannot cven remember smy of the issocs thst
precocupied you decades in the past, Indessd, there 15 noneed
w0 go back s far s that. Even i you go back s few years, a
few momths, or evon fust & few wooks, you will be anable
remember any of the matters that iroubled you, mads you
unhappy, casied vou bo brood silently, made vou keep sway
from people, or thet hed o profousd cffect and that you
thomght would last forever. If you do remember them, you
will quickly sec that they wore stterly trivial bocauss that
sabpect you thought had o profound inffeence on your Life no
longer roubles you ot all; 0 much so that il passes through
your mind in just a few seconds, like o rempant from the pas
Whal Kemains from s Fow Yeoars, a Few Moniln ora Few
Weeks Ago?
INMse ansgwer o this guestion will kave a profound and
radical effoct oo your life. All that rermains is your closences
o Allah, your love of Allsh, your devotion, your good works

spproval and livieg by the moral values of the Cher'sn. Do mot
wlbow B meinor mattor © preoccupy you of prevent you from
doing the good things that will eam Allsh’s spproval and
behaving well. Do not forget tha the only way to use your
mind kn the clearest and freest way, and 1o be able 1o
concentrate . the most useful way, = to live m the
fcrnores that there is no oitber power than Allah, that the
wihole world, all evests snd all people are ander the oostrol
of Allah and thet not a single leaf will fall unless Allah =0
withes,

Allah's spproval is more mportant than any mino
maier than may prescoupy one in this workd; & bediever has
u responsibility o concentrate on Allsh snd o live by the
wvahses He desines. The life of this workd will definitely come
o an crel Everything im one's lifc and all the people one
ficrsorars wrill suddenly come toan end. But it ks our Loed alone,
the al-Bagi, the Everlasting thal one musst think sbout amd
turn all oac's love and anention and cnergies woward. Allak
has revesled this mn the Cher'an:

“Remember! To Allsh belongs all that is there in the
Beavens and the carmth. He knows the condition in which :.-ml
are st present; and the Day on wikch they will be
Him., He will iell them what they did. Allab ks fully sware n[
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you behaved momlly and sought refuge in Allah when you
encountered amy troubbe, great or small, then that dey heas
wrmed into & great blessing for you in this workd and the
hereafler

It is very mmponant not to forpet thes reth, wiich is quine
apparcet when you think back 10 yesrs, st the prescss
moment. [ there are maners, grest or small, the are
roubling you now, do not forget thet these will w o burge
exienl be quele wnimporiant ia the futere. Do sed forget thst
you may not even recall the majority of thern, that yos will
smile inwardly af how much you cxaggersted ihem, and that
you will see how irivial they were when you look al them
more mnaturely and profoundly.

Postpondag Trivial Concerms Thwarts All Satns’s Plans

When something ocoum o trouble yoa, set it o one side
by saying, 1 am postpoming this mater for five or ten years.
1 willl mot think abot il then. ™ In all probability, when that
tirne comes, by Allah's keave, you will probably not even
remember the 1ssuc that caused you so mech worry and that
it is po longer of the alightesd imporiance. Concemtrale
comploiely en Allah and devote your energhes o carming His

and your determuination. 1 you exhibaed good moral values
a diecade ago by thinkmg of Allah snd hoping for Fis lowve, of
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While believers are safe from any devilish influence, satan may sometimes try to
instill doubts in them in something they do. One important secret that God reveals in
the Qur’an is how to escape such whisperings.

This is a very important matter for believers who fear God because this whispering
consists of deceptive words uttered by satan to turn people away from God and waste
their time by preoccupying them with aimless and empty things.

People sometimes blow small things out of all proportion. Even though a minor issue
is unimportant, they regard it as the most important thing in life at that time. The
more they concentrate on that, the more they begin to exaggerate it in their own
mind.

From one point of view, this subject may really be so important as to affect a person’s
life: From another point of view, however, that subject is less important than a grain
of sand compared to all the numerous major issues in the world.



People may perhaps fail to realize how trivial that subject actually is. Yet there is one
way of appreciating that fact; if you stop and think back for a moment, you will see
that you cannot even remember any of the issues that preoccupied you decades in
the past. Indeed, there is no need to go back as far as that. Even if you go back a few
years, a few months, or even just a few weeks, you will be unable to remember any
of the matters that troubled you, made you unhappy, caused you to brood silently,
made you keep away from people, or that had a profound effect and that you thought
would last forever. If you do remember them, you will quickly see that they were
utterly trivial because that subject you thought had a profound influence on your life
no longer troubles you at all; so much so that it passes through your mind in just a
few seconds, like a remnant from the past.

What Remains from a Few Years, a Few Months or a Few Weeks Ago?

The answer to this question will have a profound and radical effect on your life. All
that remains is your closeness to God, your love of God, your devotion, your good
works and your determination. If you exhibited good moral values a decade ago by
thinking of God and hoping for His love, if you behaved morally and sought refuge in
God when you encountered any trouble, great or small, then that day has turned into
a great blessing for you in this world and the hereafter.

It is very important not to forget this truth, which is quite apparent when you think
back 10 years, at the present moment. If there are matters, great or small, that are
troubling you now, do not forget that these will to a large extent be quite unimportant
in the future. Do not forget that you may not even recall the majority of them, that
you will smile inwardly at how much you exaggerated them, and that you will see how
trivial they were when you look at them more maturely and profoundly.

Postponing Trivial Concerns Thwarts All Satan's Plans

When something occurs to trouble you, set it to one side by saying, "I am postponing
this matter for five or ten years. I will not think about it then.” In all probability, when
that time comes, by God’s leave, you will probably not even remember the issue that
caused you so much worry and that it is no longer of the slightest importance.
Concentrate completely on God and devote your energies to earning His approval and
living by the moral values of the Qur'an. Do not allow a minor matter to preoccupy
you or prevent you from doing the good things that will earn God’s approval and
behaving well. Do not forget that the only way to use your mind in the clearest and
freest way, and to be able to concentrate in the most useful way, is to live in the
knowledge that there is no other power than God, that the whole world, all events
and all people are under the control of God and that not a single leaf will fall unless
God so wishes.

God’s approval is more important than any minor matter than may preoccupy one in
this world; a believer has a responsibility to concentrate on God and to live by the
values He desires. The life of this world will definitely come to an end. Everything in
one’s life and all the people one knows will suddenly come to an end. But it is our
Lord alone, the al-Bagi, the Everlasting that one must think about and turn all one’s
love and attention and energies toward. God has revealed this in the Qur’an:

“Everything in the heavens and the earth belongs to God. He knows
what you are engaged upon. On the Day when they are returned to Him,
He will inform them of what they did. God has knowledge of all things.”
(Surat an-Nur, 64)



“"What! Are they in doubt about the meeting with their Lord? What! Does
He not encompass all things?” (Surat al-Fussilat, 54)

Adnan Oktar's piece on Muallim magazine
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