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Education can end religious strife
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Katar'da gectigimiz haftalarda 6nemli konularin giindeme getirildigi bir dinler arasi
Orta Afrika Cumhuriyeti’'ndeki
Myanmar’daki Budist-Mlsliman c¢atismalarini,

diyalog konferansi duzenlendi. Amag, Hristiyan-

Musliman catismalarini, yine dinler

arasi catismalardan kaynaklanan Israil-Filistin gerginligini ve Kuzey Irlanda

ayaklanmalarini derinlemesine inceleyerek, catismalarin gergek sebebinin ne oldugunu

ortaya cikarabilmekti. Acaba sorun gergekten dinler arasi diyalog sorunu muydu,

yoksa arka planda toprak, glic veya milliyetcilik gibi kavramlar daha mi adir

basiyordu?

S6z konusu sorunlarin ele alindigi konferans ilimli liderlerin ilimh mesajlariyla gegiyor
ve katilimcilar bu gelismeden memnun ayriliyorlardi. “"Bir arada olmak, bitin bunlan
konusmak ve tartismak, barisin saglanmasi icin yollar bulmak cok glizel” diyordu
katiimcilardan biri. “"Bu konferanslari farkh Ulkelerde de gerceklestirmeyi umuyoruz”

diye de ekliyordu.!



Katilimcilarin iyi niyet dileklerine katilmamak mumkin degil. Elbette bir araya gelip bu
sorunlar Uzerine karsilikh fikir alis verisinde bulunmak, bu anlamda dostluklar kurmak
sagliklidir. Bu yontem, birlikteligin gelismesi acisindan énemli bir adim olsa da, dinler
arasl catismalarin sona ermesi icin yeterli degildir. Clinkl s6z konusu gatismalarin
temel sebebi ihmal edilmekte, teshis yanlis konulmakta ve vakit kaybedilmektedir.

Sunu bilmek gerekir ki, din adina catisma yasanan Ulkelerin hicbirinde sebep ne
gercek anlamda din, ne toprak, ne glg, ne de milliyetgilik unsurlaridir. Catismanin
oldugu her yerde bu unsurlar tetikleyici rol oynar ama asil sebep din adina ortaya
cikan hurafeci inang sistemleridir.

Hurafeci anlayis her ne kadar din ile birlikte anilsa da, gercekte dinden uzaklasmis,
dinin disindaki bir kisim gelenek ve asirilikgi goéruslere kaymis, radikallesmis,
sinsilesmis ve sevgisiz hale gelmis bir ideolojiyi temsil eder. Bu tehlike her din ve
inanc icin gecerlidir. Koklerinden uzaklasan her hak inang, dogru istikametini vyitirir ve
daima urkutlcl, baskicl ve asirilikgl baska bir inanca doénusur.

Orta Afrika Cumhuriyeti 6rneginden yola cikacak olursak, o bolgede yillardir bir arada
kardesce yasamis olan Mdisliman ve Hristiyanlarin bir anda birbirlerini vahsi
yontemlerle katledecek bir dismanlik politikasi icine girdikleri gorulebilmektedir. Her
ne kadar burada s6z konusu katliamlar yuritenler gogunlukla din ile ilgileri olmayan
ceteler ise de, catismalarin temel noktasini Hristiyan-Musliman ayirimciligini
korikleyen radikal ve bagnaz inang olusturmaktadir. Tim kutsal kitaplarin 6ziinde yer
alan “dinlerin kardesligi” anlayisi cesitli hurafelerle terk edilmis, diger dinlerin birer
disman oldugu telkini verilmis ve eskiden birbirlerini kardes goérenler bir anda
buglnun yeni dismanlari haline getirilmistir.

Ornedin Islam dini, Kuran'da Hristiyan ve Musevilere karsi dostlugu, kardesligi ve
korumaciligi emrederken; onun yerine gelistirilen sahte hurafeci din tim Hristiyan ve
Musevilerin disman oldugu fikrini yaymistir. Misir'da kiliselerin yakilmasinin ve Arap
dinyasinda yayginlasan anti-semitizmin en temel sebebi budur.

Bir kisim Hristiyan cevrelerin Islam karsiti yayinlar yapmasinin, Mislimanlara karsi
onyargili bir tutum sergilemesinin de nedeni budur. Onlar da Hristiyanligi 6zinden
uzaklastirmis, bagnaz bir anlayisa ydnelmislerdir. Oyle ki, bir kismi Misliman ve
Musevilerin katledilecedi bir savasin beklentisi icindedirler.

Hurafe dini bltin dlnyada vahseti, dehseti, dismanhdi ve sevgisizligi
yayginlastirirken ve insanlar Kkitleler halinde gercek dinden koparlarken, bunun
¢6zUmU durumu teshis adina konferanslar diizenlemekten ote, egitimdir. Clinkl hurafe
dini yanhs bir egitim sisteminin sonucudur. Bu dine tabi pek ¢cok insan yanlis yaptiginin
farkinda bile degildir. Bu yanlis egitimin tahribati ancak dogru egitimle tedavi edilebilir.
Bunun icin zaman kaybettirecek girisimlerde bulunmak vyerine, derhal harekete
gecmek gerekmektedir.

Inmh ve barniscil dini liderler ve din temsilcileri, kendi aralarindaki bilgilendirme
toplantilarinda, bu yanlis egitilmis toplumlara ulasacak yollar aramallar. Radikalizmin
ozellikle yaygin oldugu bolgelerde dogru din anlayisini izah eden kitap, yayin ve
konusmalarla egitime baslamalilar. Ornegin, savas, adam oéldirme, nefret ve kinin
dinde haram oldugunu Kuran’dan ayetlerle izah etmeliler. Hurafeci sistemin zaaflarini
ve mantiksizligini detayh delillerle sunmalilar.

Eder dlinya capinda etkili olacak bir baris isteniyorsa, bunun yolu dogru din anlayisinin
hakim edilip, yanls olanin elimine edilmesidir. Su durumda, dogru, dolayisiyla da ilimh
din anlayisini savunan her insanin tzerine biiyik sorumluluk dismektedir. Ulkelerde,
silahlara harcanmakta olan paranin bdyle bir egitim seferberligine harcanmasini tesvik
edebilir, sivil toplum o&rgltlerini bu amacla bir araya getirebilir, ellerindeki yayin



organlarini bu amacla kullanabilirler. Unutmamak gerekir ki, dogru ve hak olanin
anlasilip yayginlasmasi daha kolaydir. Dolayisiyla toplumlari sirf cehaletten
kaynaklanan bir bagnazlik ve dismanlik icinde birakmaktansa, o cehaleti ortadan
kaldirmak en dodru ydntem olacaktir. iste o zaman, silahin ve savasin anlamini
yitirmesi an meselesi olacaktir.

1. http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/insidestory/2014/03/religion-source-unity-division-
2014327161222765229 .html

Adnan Oktar'in The Star'da yayinlanan makalesi:

http://www.thestar.com.my/Opinion/Letters/2014/06/04/Education-can-end-religious-strife/

The star, WEDNESDAY 4 JUNE 2014 VIEWS 39

Education can end religious strife

N interfaith conference was

held in Qatar recently, The

aim of the conference was to
examine conflicts between Muslims
and Christians in the Central African
Republic, the Buddhist-Muslim con-
flicts in Myanmar, the Israeli-
Palestinian tensions and the upris-
ings in Northern Ireland, and to
reveal the true causes of conflict.

Was the issue really one of inter-
faith dialogue, or were concepts
such as territory, power or national-
ism more important behind the
scenes?

Moderate leaders gave moderate
messages at the conference and all
the participants departed in a happy
state of mind.

One participant said: “Coming
together, discussing and debating
all these matters and finding ways
of establishing peace is a very good
thing. We hope to hold these con-
ferences in other countries, too.”

It is impossible not to share the
participants’ optimism, Of course
coming together and exchanging
ideas on these problems and build-
ing friendships in that contextis a
healthy thing; vet although this is
an important step in developing
unity, it is not enough to bring con-
flicts between faiths to an end
because the real cause of conflicts is

being ignored and misdiagnosed,
and time is being lost,

We need to know that the real
problem in any of the countries
where conflicts are taking place in
the name of religion is not really

religion, land, power or nationalism.

These may well play a triggering
role within the conflict, but the real
cause is an erroneous belief system
produced in the name of religion
that is, quite bluntly, a totalitarian,
ic and reactionary sociopo-
deology.

Although an erroneous way of
thinking may be equated with a
faith, it actually represents an ideol-
ogy that has turned away from real
religion and regressed toward vari-
ous extreme and atavistic views
outside that religion, and that has

become radicalised, sly and loveless,

That danger applies to all religions
and beliefs, by the way; every true
belief that abandons its roots will
lose its direction and turn into a
frightening, oppressive and extrem-
ist ideology.

To take the example of the
Central African Republic. Muslims
and Christians who lived as broth-
ersin the area for many years sud-
denly adopted a policy of enmity
that led to them killing one another
in the most barbaric ways.

Although most of those carrying
out the slaughter in question are
gangs having nothing to do with
religion, it is a radical and fanatical
system of beliefs seeking to divide
Christians and Muslims that repre-
sents the basic cause of the conflict.
The idea of “the brotherhood of reli-
gions” at the heart of all sacred
texts has been abandoned for vari-
ous forms of nonsense, The notion
that religions are invariably hostile
to one another has been widely
propagated and people who used to
regard one another as brothers have
now become enemies.

Islam, for instance, commands
Muslims in the Quran that
Christians and Jews are to be treat-
ed with friendship, brotherhood
and protection; but the false and
reactionary faith that has developed
in its place has spread the idea that
all Christians and Jews are our ene-
mies. That is the main reason for
the burning of churches in Egypt
and the increasing anti-Semitism in
the Arab world.

That is also the reason why some
Christian circles propagandise
against Islam and exhibit a preju-
diced attitude toward Muslims.
They have adopted a fanatical way
of thinking that has turned away
from the very essence of

Christianity so much so that some
are awaiting a war in which
Muslims and Jews will be slaugh-
tered with ill-concealed glee.

Rather than conferences dedicat-
ed to identifying causes, the solu-
tion, as the pseudo-religion of non-
sense spreads savagery, terror,
enmity and lovelessness across the
world, and as people turn away
from true religion en masse, lies in
education.

That is because the religion of
fanaticism is the product of a false
education; many people who follow
that distorted faith are quite una-
ware they are doing anything
wrong. The damage caused by this
false education can only be put
right by true education, That is why
action is urgently needed, rather
than time-wasting initiatives.

Moderate and peace-loving reli-
gious leaders and representatives
must seek ways of reaching out o
these falsely educated communities
al consciousness- raising meetings
among themselves.

They must start educating people,
particularly in areas where radical-
ism is widespread, with books,
broadcasts and speeches describing
true religion. For example, they
must use verses from the Quran w
show that war, killing and hatred

are a sin in the Muslim faith. They
must set out, with supporting evi-
dence, the weaknesses and illogical-
ity of the fanatical ideology that has
come to the fore.

If comprehensive peace is desired
across the world, the way to
achieve this is through bringing
about a correct conception of reli-
gion and eliminating the false one.

A major responsibility therefore
falls upon everyone who holds a
correct, and therefore moderate,
conception of religion,

Countries can be encouraged to
spend the money that currently
goes (o weapons procurement on
the mobilisation of such an educa-
tional effort instead, and civil soci-
efy organisations and media
organisations can be brought in to
that end.

It must not be forgotten that it is
far easier to disseminate what is
true and accurate. Therefore,
instead of leaving communities in a
state of enmity and bigotry stem-
ming from ignorance, the correct
thing to do is to eliminate that igno-
rance. When that occurs, guns and
wars will lose their meaning virtu-
ally overnight.

HARUN YAHYA
Istanbul, Turkey
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