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The American Example: Uniting Under
Difficult Conditions
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By Harun Yahya

Adnan Oktar, best known by his pen-name Harun Yahya, is an influential Turkish
spintual leader, author, and ocpinion shaper who has written 300-books which has been
fransiated into 73 languages and read by millions of people, exerting considerable
infiuence on both Muslims and non-Muslims all over the worid.

He has been ranked in leading strategic studies and in the The 500 Most influential
Muslims® as one of the most prominent and influential opinion shapers in the Tuwkish -
Islamic world. He is widely known for his book ‘Atias of Creation® which has been
discussed in the European Council and, for the last couple of years, made him the
focus of the media and the Parliaments of Eurcpean couniries. Harun Yahya websites
hawve 20 million monthly visitors, from 167 countries.

KUALA LUMPUR (Bermmama) — Developing science and technology presents new
opportunities for humanity every day. Big mountains can be drilled for fast trains to
pass through and wnnels that connect two continents can be built under the sea. Most
of these were difficult to even imagine just a century ago.

Howewer, it is also a fact that humanity is still largely helpless in the face of natural
disasters despite our advanced technological possibilities.

Hurricane Harwey, which hit the United States at the end of August. caused major
destruction. Rains, which reached an all time high, made it impossible to use
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numerous basic services such as transportation, health, supermarkets and waste
treatment. Some people tried 10 save themselves by leaving the area. Immediately
following this, even while these lines are being written, Hurricane Irma hit the US state
of Florida as "the most powerful Atlantic Ocean hurricane™ in history.

Indeed, such disasters are destructive; yet despite the difficulties, the regions the
disasters hit are the places where self-sacrifice prevails in the face of all the suffering.
For example, Hurricane Harvey has shown that values that are not frequently seen in
politics, media, or social life can be easily achieved by the American people during
major disasters. During this great destruction, the American people reminded the
whole world of "the beauty uniting in cooperation.”

After the hurricane, many Americans demonstrated exemplary behavior, within their
own means, in solidarity with the disaster victims. Some of them risked their own lives
by using their boats to save people who were caught in the flood. Some Americans

Sirekli gelisen bilim ve teknoloji, her gecen giin insanhida biylk imkanlar sunuyor.
BlylUk daglar delinip iclerinden hizli trenler gecebilmekte, denizin derinliklerinde bir
kitadan digerine ulasan tlneller acilabilmekte. Bunlarin bir cogunu sadece bir asir
once hayal etmek bile zordu.

Ancak su bir gercek ki, gelismis teknolojik imkanlara karsin dogadaki felaketler
karsisinda insanlik hala blayuk 6lglde aciz.

Agustos sonunda Amerika’yl vuran Harvey Kasirgasi blyik yikimlara neden oldu. 50
yillik bir yagis rekoru, ulasim, saglk, beslenme, kanalizasyon gibi bircok temel hizmeti
kullanilamaz hale getirdi. Insanlarin bir kismi bélgeyi terk ederek kurtulmaya calisti.
Hemen ardindan gelen Irma ise, bu satirlar yazilirken, tarihte "kayda gecen en gugll
Atlantik Okyanusu kasirgasi" olarak ABD'nin Florida eyaletini vurmaya basliyordu.

Afetler yikicidir kuskusuz. Ancak afetlerin yasandigi bolgeler, bitin zorluklara ragmen,
cile cekmenin zorlugunu gérerek fedakarligi giizel yasayan bolgelerdir. Ornedin Harvey
Kasirgasi, siyasette, medyada ya da sosyal hayatta kolaylikla yasanamayan
dederlerin, blyuk felaketler sirasinda Amerikan halki tarafindan kolaylikla basarildigini



g6stermistir. Amerikan halki, bu blyluk yikim sirasinda, “birbirine kenetlenerek
yardimlasmanin gizelligini” tim dinyaya hatirlatmistir.

Kasirga sonrasinda pek cok Amerikali, imkanlari élglisinde felaketzedelerle dayanisma
icerisinde Ornek davranislar gosterdi. Kimileri sandallarina binerek sel sularina
kapilmis insanlari kurtarmak icin kendi canlarini tehlikeye atti. Bazi Amerikalillar ise
ulastirma ya da kurtarma operasyonlar icin olusturulan insan zincirlerine dahil oldu.
Selin olusturdugu su birikintilerinin ortasinda arabalarin Gzerlerinde mahsur kalan
insanlar, bu insan zincirleri ile daha glivende olacaklar yerlere ulastirildilar.

Cocuklar kendilerini almaya gelen kamyonlara yine insan zincirlerine tutunarak
binebildiler. Houston’da SWAT timi Uyesinin, kucadinda bebedini tasiyan bir anneyi
sularin icinde tasimasi zihinlerden silinmedi.

Sadece kurtarma operasyonlarina bizzat katilanlar degil, 911 servisinde yardim
cadirilarini cevaplayan operatorleri, felaketzedelere vyiyecek ulastiran fast-food
calisanlarini, madazasini felaketzedeler igin barinaklara cevirenleri ve bagdis
kampanyalarina destek olanlari da unutmamak lazim. Onlar da en az digerleri kadar
buyuk birer kahraman.

Burada anlatilanlar, Hollywood yapimi bir filmin sahnelerinden alintilar degil. Hepsi
resimleriyle, videolariyla, basin ve internete yansimis gercek olaylar. Kahramanlari
belki Marvel’in ya da Disney’inki kadar Unli dediller. Hatta bazilarinin isimleri hig
bilinmeyecek bile. Ama bu insanlar hi¢ unutulmayacak bir sey yaptilar. Dunyaya,
kalplerinde tasidiklari cesaret, yardimseverlik ve fedakarlik gibi duygulara ne kadar
cok ihtiyac duyuldugunu hatirlattilar.

Bu yardimlagsma sirasinda beyaz, siyah, cumhuriyetgi, demokrat ayrimi yoktu. Pek ¢ok
yerde Katolikler Protestanlara, Protestanlar Musevilere, Museviler Muslimanlara
yardim elini uzatti. Misliman gruplarin uzattigi yardim eli ise bu afet sonrasinda 6ne
cikti.[i] Bircok Musliman grup, kasirgadan etkilenen Hristiyan ve Musevilere botlar,
gida ve diger yardim malzemeleriyle destek olurken yine Houston’daki bir cami de,
Teksaslilara comertce kapilarini acti. Cami cemaati de, kasirga magduru kisilere daha
fazla yer acabilmek amaciyla namazlarini otoparkta kilma karar aldi.[ii] Kimse
kimseye yardim elini uzatmak igin inancini veya siyasi fikrini sormadi.

Oysa vyalnizca birkac ay 6nce, cesitli siyasi gerekceleri bahane ederek sokaklarda
siddet eylemleri gergeklestiren gruplar, dinyaya farkh bir goérintl sunuyordu. Bu
goérintiye gére Amerika’da ayrilik ve kutuplasma o kadar artmisti ki, dinya medyasi
bunu, "Amerika, i¢ catismaya slrukleniyor” basliklari ile vermeyi tercih etmisti. Ancak
Harvey ile gelen birlik ve beraberlik gérintuleri sonrasinda, zihinlerdeki “sokaklarda
birbirleri ile gatisan Amerikalilar” imaji bayuk dlglde silinmis durumda.

Tam yikicihiklarina ragmen dodgal afetler, rengi, dini, dini ne olursa olsun insanlarin
insani dederlerini hatirladiklarini ve her sartta birlik olabilecegini hatirlatiyor. Umariz,
ne Amerika ne de dinyanin herhangi bir bdlgesi, buyuk yikimlar getiren afetlere
maruz kalmaz. Ancak bu trajik olaylarin 6grettigi insanlk dersi, slrekli olarak akilda
tutulmahdir. Zorluklarda birbirleriyle kenetlenmeyi mikemmel sekilde basarabilen
insanlar, bu birlik ruhunu pekistirecek ve gunlik hayatta slrekli olarak uygulayacak
guc ve beceriye sahiptirler. Ozellikle gecmisten beri dayanisma ruhu ile érnek olan
Amerikan halki, bugln provokatérlerin ara bozmaya ydnelik spekilasyonlarina prim
vermemeli, birlik ruhunun daima glic getirecegini unutmamalidirlar. Umariz ki bu birlik
ruhu, yakin bir gelecekte tim diinyaya sirayet eder.

[i] https://www.vox.com/identities/2017/9/1/16235172/muslim-groups-houston-harvey-relief-osteen-mosque



[ii] http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/texas-faith-survivors-rescue-storm-flooding-victims-
a7925331.html
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American example: Uniting under difficult conditions

By Harun Yahya

KUALA LUMPUR: Developing
science and technology presents
new opportunities for humanity
every day. Big mountains can
be drilled for fast trains to pass
through and tunnels that connect
two continents can be built under
the sea, Most of these were difficult
to even imagine just a century ago.

However, it is also a fact that
humanity is still largely helpless
in the face of natural disasters
despite our advanced technologleal
possibilities,

Hurrlcane Harvey, which hit
the United States at the end of
August, caused major destruction.
Rains, which reached an all
time high, made it impossible
to use numerous basic services
such as transportation, health,
supermarkets and waste treatment.

Some peopletriad tosave themselves
by leaving the area. Immediately
following this, even while these
lines are being written, Hurricane
Irma hit the US state of Florida as
“themost powerful Atlantic Ocean
hurricane” in history.

Indeed, such disasters are
destructive; vet despite the
difficulties, the regions the
disasters hit arve the places where
self-sacrifice prevalls in the face
of all the suffering. For example,
Hurricane Harvey has shown that
values that are not frequently seen
in politics, media, or social life can
beeasily achieved by the American
people during major disasters.
During this great destruction, the
American people reminded the
‘whole world of “the beauty uniting
in cooperation.”

After the hurricane, many
Americans demonstrated

exemplary behavior, within their
own means, in solidarity with the
disaster victims. Some of them
risked their own lives by using
their boats to save people who
were caught in the flood. Some
Americans participated in human
chains formed for transport or
rescue operations. The paople who
werestranded on cars in themiddle
of the flood were transported to
places where they would be more
sectire by these human chains.
The children were able to get on
the rescue trucks by holding on to
the human chains. The image of a
SWAT team member in Houston,
carrying a mother with her baby
in her arms away from the water,
is still imprinted in the minds of
the people. Not only those who
participated in rescue operations
themselves, but we should also not
forget the operators who responded

to calls for help at 911, the fast
food workers who delivered food
to disaster victims, those who
turned their stores Into shelters
for vietims, and those who support
relief campaigns. They are at least
as heroic as the others.

The things wedescribed hereare
notscenes froma Hollywood movie,
They areall real events we can see
in the press and on the Internet
with pictures and videos. Maybe
these heroes are not a
Marvel or Disney her
names of some of them will remain
unknown but these people have
done something that will never be
forgotten.

They reminded the world of
how much values like courage,
helpfulness and self-sacrifice,
which they carry in thelr hearts,
are needed.

During this cooperation, there

was no distinction between white,
black, Republican or Democrat.
In many places, Catholics
extended their help to Protestants,
Protestants to Jews, and Jews to
Muslims. The help provided by
Muslim groups especially stood
out after this disaster*

While many Muslim groups
supported Christians and Jews
‘who wereaffectad by the hwrricanse
with boats, food and other relief
supplies, a mosque in Houston
opened its doors generously tothelr
fellow Texans . The mosque also
decided to make its prayers in the
parking lot in order to free up more
space for hurricane victims ** No
one asked about anyone’s beliefs
or political opinions before helping
them. However, only a few months
ago, groups that carried out acts
of violence on the streets on the
pretext of various political reasons,

presented a very different image to
theworld. According to this image,
discrimination and polarization in
America has increased so much
that the i tional media has
preferred to report this with the
title “America is dragged into an
internal conflict :
the images of unity and solidarity
that emerged after Hurricane
Harvey, the image of “Americans
ng with each other on the
s has been largely erased.

ABOUT THE WRITER: Adnan Oktar, best
known by his pen-name Haun Yahya,
is an influential Turkish spiritual leader,
author, and opinion shaper who has writen
300-books which has been translated
into 73 languages and read by millions of
people, exerting considerable influence
on both Musiims and non-Muslims all over
the world.
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= Dewveloping science and technology praesaents new opportunities for humanity every day. Big mountains
can be drilled for fast trains to pass through and tunnels that connect o continents can be built under the
sea. Most of these were difficult to even imagine just a century ago

But it is also a fact that humanity is still largely helpless in the face of natural disasters despite our
advanced technological possibilities.

Hurricane Harvey, which hit the United States at the end of August, caused major destruction. Rains, which
reached an all time high, made it impossible to use NnuMeanous basic services swuch as transportation,
health, supermarkets and waste treatment. Some pecple tried to save themselves by leawing the area.
Iimmediate ly following this, even while these lines are being written, Hurricane Irma hit the US state of
Florida as “"the most powerful Atlantic Ocean hurricamna™ in history.

Indeed, such disasbers are destructive; yet despite the difficulties, the regions the disasters hit are the
regions wihere self-sacrifice prewvails in the face of all the suffering. For example, Hurricane Harvey has
shown that values that are not freguently seen in politics, mMmedia,. or social life can be easily achieved bw
the American peoplae during major disasters. Dwring this great destruction, the Amearrcan people reminded
the whole world of “the beauty uniting in cooperation.™

After the hurricane, many Americans demonstrated exemplary behawvior, within their own means, imn
solidarity with the disaster victims. Some of them risked thair own lives by using their boats o save paeople
wiho were cawght in the flood. Some Aamencans participated in human chains formed for transport or
rescue operations. The people who were stranded on cars in the middle of the flood were transported to
places where they would be more secure by these human chains.
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