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hen people inquire about
their religion, most people
say that they are Muslims.

However, many of them have not read the Qur'an,
the just Book of Islam, even once. However, the
Qur'an is the revelation of Allah through which He in-

troduces Himself and explains the real purpose of our

life of this world and the next, as well as the attributes of

moral perfection. Leading a life unaware of Allah's expec-

tations and being satisfied with fabricated religions is not
befitting to a person's conscience and wisdom.

The purpose of this book is to explain that the Qur'an is the
Word of Allah, a guide for humanity that addresses everyone,
and that its commands are applicable to all times. Thus it must be
the most important reference. An accurate perception of Islam and
the correct understanding of its verses are essential for those who
seek to be guided by it. In this respect, it is one of the most important
duties of every Muslim who has wisdom, a conscience, and common
sense to convey its message to all people.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
h The author, who writes under the pen-name
Harun Yahya, was born in Ankara in 1956. He
studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University,
' and philosophy at Istanbul University. Since the
1980s, the author has published many books on
o political, faith-related and scientific issues. His
% main focus has been the refutation of Darwinism
g and materialism, two modern myths presented
under a scientific guise. Harun Yahya's books appeal to all kinds of
readers, Muslims and non-Muslims alike, regardless of their age, race,
or nationality, for they focus on one objective: to broaden the readers’
perspective by encouraging them to think about a number of critical is-
sues, such as the existence of God and His unity, and to display the de-

crepit foundations and perverted works of godless systems.
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To The Reader

The reason why a special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the the-
ory of evolution is that this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiri-
tual philosophies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creation, and
therefore the existence of Allah, during the last 140 years it has caused
many people to abandon their faith or fall into doubt. Therefore, show-
ing that this theory is a deception is a very important duty, which is
strongly related to the religion. It is imperative that this important serv-
ice be rendered to everyone. Some of our readers may find the chance to
read only one of our books. Therefore, we think it appropriate to spare a
chapter for a summary of this subject.

In all the books by the author, faith-related issues are explained in the
light of the Qur'anic verses and people are invited to learn Allah's
words and to live by them. All the subjects that concern Allah's verses
are explained in such a way as to leave no room for doubt or question
marks in the reader's mind. The sincere, plain and fluent style em-
ployed ensures that everyone of every age and from every social group
can easily understand the books. This effective and lucid narrative
makes it possible to read them in a single sitting. Even those who rigor-
ously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts recounted in these
books and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This book and all the other works of the author can be read individu-
ally or discussed in a group at a time of conversation. Those readers
who are willing to profit from the books will find discussion very use-
ful in the sense that they will be able to relate their own reflections and
experiences to one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to the religion to contribute to the
presentation and reading of these books, which are written solely for
the good pleasure of Allah. All the books of the author are extremely

convincing. For this reason, for those who want to communicate the re-
ligion to other people, one of the most effective methods is to encour-
age them to read these books.

It is hoped that the reader will take time to look through the review of
other books on the final pages of the book, and appreciate the rich
source of material on faith-related issues, which are very useful
and a pleasure to read.

In these books, you will not find, as in some other books, the personal
views of the author, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that
are unobservant of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor

hopeless, doubt-creating, and pessimistic accounts that create devia-

tions in the heart.




TAKING
THE QUR’'AN

AS A GUIDE

(Say), "Am I to desire someone other than Allah as a
judge when it is He Who has sent down the Book to
you clarifying everything?" Those We have given the
Book know that it has been sent down from your Lord
with truth, so on no account be among the doubters.
(Surat al-An'am: 114)

HARUN YAHYA

April, 2003



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

The author, who writes under the pen-name HARUN YAHYA, was born
in Ankara in 1956. Having completed his primary and secondary education
in Ankara, he then studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University and phi-
losophy at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, the author has published
many books on political, faith-related and scientific issues. Harun Yahya is
well-known as an author who has written very important works disclosing
the imposture of evolutionists, the invalidity of their claims and the dark li-
aisons between Darwinism and bloody ideologies such as fascism and com-
munism.

His pen-name is made up of the names "Harun" (Aaron) and "Yahya"
(John), in memory of the two esteemed prophets who fought against lack of
faith. The Prophet (saas)'s seal on the cover of the books is symbolic and is
linked to the their contents. It represents the Qur'an (the final scripture) and
the Prophet Muhammad (saas), the last of the prophets. Under the guidance
of the Qur'an and sunnah, the author makes it his purpose to disprove each
one of the fundamental tenets of godless ideologies and to have the "last
word", so as to completely silence the objections raised against religion. The
seal of the final Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and moral perfec-
tion, is used as a sign of his intention of saying this last word.

All author' s works center around one goal: to convey the Qur' an' s mes-
sage to people, encourage them to think about basic faith-related issues (such
as the existence of Allah, His unity and the hereafter), and to expose the fee-
ble foundations and perverted ideologies of godless systems.

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries, from India to
America, England to Indonesia, Poland to Bosnia, and Spain to Brazil. Some
of his books are available in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian,
Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian, Serbo-Croat (Bosnian), Polish,
Malay, Uygur Turkish, and Indonesian, and they are enjoyed by readers
worldwide.

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instru-
mental in many people recovering their faith in Allah and in many others
gaining a deeper insight into their faith. The wisdom, and the sincere and
easy-to-understand style gives these books a distinct touch which directly ef-
fects any one who reads or studies them. Immune to objections, these works



are characterized by their features of rapid effectiveness, definite results and
irrefutability. It is unlikely that those who read these books and give serious
thought to them can any longer sincerely advocate the materialistic philoso-
phy, atheism or any other perverted ideology or philosophy. Even if they
continue to do so, it will be only a sentimental insistence since these books re-
futed such ideologies from their very foundations. All contemporary move-
ments of denial are now ideologically defeated, thanks to the collection of
books written by Harun Yahya.

There is no doubt that these features result from the wisdom and lucidity
of the Qur'an. The author modestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's
search for Allah's right path. No material gain is sought in the publication of
these works.

Considering these facts, those who encourage people to read these books,
which open the "eyes" of the heart and guide them to become more devoted
servants of Allah, render an invaluable service.

Meanwhile, it would just be a waste of time and energy to propagate other
books which create confusion in people's minds, lead man into ideological
chaos, and which, clearly have no strong and precise effects in removing the
doubts in people's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is ap-
parent that it is impossible for books devised to emphasize the author's liter-
ary power rather than the noble goal of saving people from loss of faith, to
have such a great effect. Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole
aim of Harun Yahya's books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the
moral values of the Qur'an. The success and impact of this service are mani-
fest in readers’ conviction.

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cru-
elty, conflict, and all the ordeals the majority of people undergo is the ideo-
logical prevalence of disbelief. This state can only be ended with the
ideological defeat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and
Qur'anic morality so that people can live by it. Considering the state of the
world today, which leads people into the downward spiral of violence, cor-
ruption and conflict, it is clear that this service has to be provided more
speedily and effectively. Otherwise, it may be too late.

It is no exaggeration to say that the collection of books by Harun Yahya
have assumed this leading role. By the will of Allah, these books will be a
means through which people in the twentyfirst century will attain the peace,
justice and happiness promised in the Qur'an.
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INTRODUCTION

ocieties that are far from religion have a distorted

understanding of it, and their people, while grow-

ing up, gather their information about it entirely
from unreliable resources. For this reason, under the guise of
religion, people adopt different rituals, rules, rights, and
wrongs that they feel are suitable for them. However, the main
source of accurate knowledge about the true religion is the
Qur'an, for it is the sublime Word of Allah, our Lord Who cre-
ated the universe from nothing and the One Who knows
everything.

The Qur'an's plain style makes it comprehensible to all peo-
ple so that they can benefit from its unique wisdom. Despite
this, however, those who are insincere or even hostile toward
Allah and His religion approach the Qur'an with prejudice
and, influenced by their distorted rationale, misinterpret its
verses. Some people, hoping to present religion as something
difficult, fabricate many false beliefs, heresies, and myths.

People of faith, who are well-acquainted with the Qur'an,
understand that such fabrications are no more than myths and
so do not acknowledge them. However, those who do not
know Allah and the Qur'an remain under the influence of



Introduction

these myths out of ignorance and so assume that this false reli-
gion, which is not based upon the Qur'an, is the true religion.
Moreover, they fail to see the beauties presented by Islam,
which Allah has chosen and perfected, for they do not read the
Qur'an.

Interestingly, the Qur'an, which Allah sent to guide human-
ity to the true path, never catches the attention of such people.
When they ask something about religion, they look every-
where but the Qur'an, although it is the only accurate source
that is applicable to all times. The Qur'an expresses this as:
"The Messenger says: 'My Lord, my people treat this Qur'an
as something to be ignored"' (Surat al-Furgan: 30).

In fact, the Qur'an is the only reliable source of Islam, for it is
Allah's unaltered speech, and the Sunna (that which the
Prophet Muhammad [saas] established by his sayings, actions,
and tacit approval). Allah revealed the Qur'an so that human-
ity could read and understand it; acquire accurate knowledge
of its Lord, Who created the universe from nothing; learn how
to worship Him, and how to abide by His commands in order
to earn His good pleasure. Allah explained His verses through
examples and stories. As He makes clear in: "We have not neg-
lected anything in the Book" (Surat al-An'am: 38), the Qur'an
comprises everything. Numerous details pertaining to this
world and the next are explained in the most intelligible way,
for, as Allah informs us: "We have sent down the Book to you
making all things clear and as guidance and mercy and good
news for the Muslims" (Surat an-Nahl: 89).

The purpose of this book is to explain that the Qur'an is the
Word of Allah, a guide for humanity that addresses everyone,

9



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

and that its commands are applicable to all times. Thus it must
be the most important reference.

An accurate perception of Islam and the correct understand-
ing of its verses are essential for those who seek to be guided
by it. In this respect, it is one of the most important duties of
every Muslim who has wisdom, a conscience, and common
sense to convey its message to all people.

10



ALLAH PROMISED
TO PROTECT THE QUR'AN

We have sent down the Reminder,
and We will preserve it.
(Surat al- Hijr: 9)

ne of the Qur'an's most important attributes is

that it reached us in the very form in which it

was revealed to our Prophet (saas). In: "We have
sent down the Reminder, and We will preserve it" (Surat al-
Hijr: 9), Allah promised to protect it.

The Divine Scriptures that were revealed before Islam lost
their original forms over time; they are either incomplete or
not fully accurate. In the case of the Qur'an, however, Allah
placed the revelations into our Prophet's (saas) memory. In ad-
dition, after he received each revelation, the Prophet (saas) told
his numerous Companions to write them down, thereby en-
suring the Qur'an's preservation in its original textual form.
Caliph Abu Bakr (632-634) had the Qur'an compiled into a sin-
gle copy, and Caliph Uthman (644-656) had copies of it sent to
important Islamic cities. The following verses explain how our

11



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

Prophet (saas) tried to remember the revelations, and how
Allah helped him do so:

Do not move your tongue trying to hasten it. Its collec-

tion and recitation are Our affair. So when We recite it,

follow its recitation. Then its explanation is Our con-

cern. (Surat al-Qiyama: 16-19)

As the verses maintain, our Prophet (saas) remembered the
Qur'an in a unique way, for Allah implanted its verses in his
mind. As his Companions wrote it all down while he was still
alive, in compliance with His promise, each of its letters has re-
mained unaltered since the beginning of its revelation over
1,400 years ago. Therefore, Allah's revelation has survived in-
tact to our day.

The Qur'an's lack of any internal contradiction and discrep-
ancy also shows that it is from Allah and is immune to change.
The Qur'an is internally consistent and in full agreement with
historical developments and scientific discoveries. This attrib-
ute is so certain and explicit that our Lord stated:

Will they not ponder the Qur'an? If it had been from

other than Allah, they would have found many incon-

sistencies in it. (Surat an-Nisa': 82)

Many contradictions can be found in regular books.
However, every word of the Qur'an is in full agreement with
the others. In addition, the Qur'an provides information about
previous generations, communities, different forms of admin-
istration, military strategies, and many other subjects, as well
as about past and future events. The Qur'an also is in absolute
agreement with historical facts as well as all developments
that occurred after its revelation. For instance, the first verses

12



Allah Promised to Protect the Qur’an

of Surat ar-Rum (the Byzantine Empire) state that the
Byzantine Empire would suffer a great defeat, but nevertheless
would be victorious shortly thereafter, as follows:

Alif, Lam, Mim. The Romans have been defeated in the

lowest land, but after their defeat they will be victorious

in a few years' time. The affair is Allah's from the begin-

ning to the end. (Surat ar-Rum: 1-4)

These verses were revealed around 620, almost 7 years after
the idolatrous Persians vanquished the Christian Byzantines.
In fact, Byzantium had been so severely defeated that its very
survival was in question. Thus its predicted victory seemed
impossible to many, including the Arab polytheists.

In December 627, the Byzantine and Persian empires fought
a decisive battle at Nineveh. This time, the Byzantines unex-
pectedly defeated the Persians. A few months later, the
Persians had to make an agreement with Byzantium, which
obliged them to return Byzantine territory. At the end, "the vic-
tory of the Romans" that Allah promised miraculously came
true. This one example alone provides evidence that the
Qur'an is the Word of Allah.

Another attribute of the Qur'an is that it contains key facts
about many subjects (e.g., astronomy, physics, and biology), at
a time when people knew very little about such things. The
Qur'an was revealed to the inhabitants of seventh-century
Arabia, whose society contained many superstitious and
groundless beliefs that were considered "scientific." Lacking
the technology to examine the universe and nature, they be-
lieved in legends inherited from past generations. For exam-
ple, they thought that the mountains supported the sky, that

13



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

Earth was flat and had high mountains at both ends, and that
these mountains served as pillars to kept the vault of heaven
high over their heads. The Qur'an removed such superstitions,
as we read in:

Allah raised up the heavens without any support — you

can see that... (Surat ar-Ra'd: 2)

Several scientific truths only recently uncovered by technol-
ogy were stated in the Qur'an 1,400 years ago. Such facts are
further evidence that the Qur'an is the Word of Allah. (For de-
tailed information, see Harun Yahya, Miracles of the Qur’an, Al-
Attique Publications, 2000)

The Qur'an is written in a language of such surpassing
beauty and richness of reference that it transcends ordinary
speech. At the time of its revelation, the poets of Arabia com-
peted with each other to produce the best literary works.
However, the Qur'an's uniquely beautiful style earned their
admiration, and they could not help themselves from accept-
ing its wondrous nature in the literary sense.

This aside, an intricate mathematical code, far beyond the
ability of human intelligence, is imbedded in the Qur'an's fab-
ric. Some related words are repeated the same number of times
throughout the Qur'an. For instance: day is repeated 365 times,
days is repeated 30 times, month is repeated 12 times, satan and
angel are repeated 88 times, world and hereafter are repeated 115
times, summer-hotness and winter-coldness are repeated 5 times,
punishment is repeated 117 times, forgiveness is repeated 234
times (twice as much as punishment), wealth is repeated 26
times, and poverty is repeated 13 times.

Such facts clearly show the Qur'an is the Word of Allah, not

14



Allah Promised to Protect the Qur’an

of humanity. It is Allah's revelation to Prophet Muhammad

(saas), and has remained unaltered since it was revealed.
Allah expresses this superior attribute as follows:
If you have doubts about what We have sent down to
Our servant, produce another surah equal to it, and call
your witnesses, besides Allah, if you are telling the
truth. If you do not do that — and you will not do it — then
fear the Fire whose fuel is people and stones, made
ready for the unbelievers. (Surat al-Baqara: 23-24)
Say: "If both humanity and jinn banded together to pro-
duce the like of this Qur'an, they could never produce
anything like it, even if they backed each other up."
(Surat al-Isra': 88)

15



ONLY ALLAH JUDGES

Do they then seek the judgment of the Time
of Ignorance? Who could be better at giving
judgment than Allah for people with
certainty? (Surat al-Ma'ida: 50)

Allah's Messengers and the Qur'an are the only guides for
believers, as we read in: "Say: 'Am I to desire other than Allah
as Lord when He is the Lord of all things?"' (Surat al-An'am:
164)

Unbelievers, however, find and adhere to guides and chiefs
other than Allah, follow unjust ideologies and movements,
and so live in complete delusion. But when they die and see
Hell's eternal torment, they will confess this great delusion,
"And they will say: 'Our Lord, we obeyed our masters and
great men, and they misled us from the Way" (Surat al-
Ahzab: 67) and express their regret.

The factors that determine the attitudes and beliefs of the
majority of these people, who feign ignorance about what will
happen to them after death, are society's rules, principles, and
customs. Following their ancestors, the surrounding society, or
their leaders, these people go astray, for any thought and atti-

16



Only Allah Judges

tude that disagrees with the Qur'an is flawed.

Believers, on the other hand, abide by Allah's commands
and meticulously avoid all forbidden thoughts and attitudes,
regardless of time and place. Whenever doing something or
making a decision, they refer to the Qur'an and the Sunna of
our Prophet (saas), and consider Allah's command related to
that particular situation. They conduct themselves according
to the Qur'an's commands, and not according to their own
whims and desires, unjust societal traditions, or ancestral cus-
toms. Indeed, Allah tells believers:

And this is a Book We have sent down and blessed, so

follow it and do your duty so that hopefully you will

gain mercy. (Surat al-An'am: 155)

People who do not admit Allah as the sole Judge, oppose His
commands, or fabricate judgments other than His stray from
the right path. They hold their society's norms and mores more
dear than Allah's commands, and remain tenacious and strict
in this attitude. Even though their conscience admits the truth,
they reject Allah's commands out of arrogance and bigotry. In
the Qur'an, Allah informs us about such people as follows:

When they are told: "Follow what Allah has sent down

to you," they say: "We are following what we found our

fathers doing." What, even though their fathers did not
understand a thing and were not guided! (Surat al-

Bagqara: 170)

Similarly We never sent any Warner before you to any

city without the affluent among them saying, ""We found

our fathers following a religion, and we are simply fol-
lowing in their footsteps." Say: "What if I have come

17



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

with better guidance than what you found your fathers

following?" They say: "We reject what you have been

sent with." (Surat az-Zukhruf: 23-24)

This stance only hinders people from embracing Islam and
having faith in Allah. For instance, Pharaoh and the chiefs of
his people said: "Have you come to us to turn us from what
we found our fathers doing, and to gain greatness in the
land? We do not believe you" (Surah Yusuf: 78), when Prophet
Musa (as) and his brother Prophet Harun (as) called them to
worship Allah and subject themselves to Him.

In the same manner, the people of Prophet Shu'ayb (as)
asked: "Shu'ayb, do your prayers instruct you that we should
abandon what our fathers worshipped or stop doing what-
ever we want to with our wealth?" (Surah Hud: 87), and then
rebelled. As these verses maintain, people summoned to
Allah's path by the Prophets always reply: "Your argument
disagrees with the path that our fathers and forefathers fol-
lowed."

At all times, people reacted to the Prophets' guidance with
enmity and rebellion, and insisted upon their own stance. Yet,
all Prophets summoned people to worship Allah, submit
themselves to Him, follow His religion sincerely, and to wor-
ship Him alone by seeking only His good pleasure.

Our Prophet (saas) also summoned people to submit to
Allah alone and to comply with His commands. The Qur'an
tells us that on the Day of Judgment, people will be held ac-
countable for obeying or disobeying Allah's commands. In the
Qur'an, Allah warns those who take deities other than Himself
and fabricate a new and distorted religion based upon their

18



Only Allah Judges

fancies in the following terms:

Or do they have partners who have laid down a religion

for them for which Allah has not given any authority?

Were it not for the prior Word of Decision, the judgment

between them would already have been made. The

wrongdoers will have a painful punishment. (Surat ash-

Shura: 21)

In another verse, our Lord commands:

Is it not enough for them that We have sent down to you

the Book that is recited to them? There is certainly a

mercy and reminder in that for people who believe.

(Surat al-'Ankabut: 51)

As these verses maintain, some of those who reject the
Messengers' guidance do so on behalf of their false man-made
religion, and accuse the Messengers of distorting this religion.
Alternatively, considering Allah's argument and His
Messenger inadequate, they fabricate a false religion.
However, the fact remains that the Qur'an Allah sent down to
us is enough for people.

People of faith are not concerned about the faith and faith-
related practices of other people, for they pay attention only to
Allah's commands and our Prophet's (saas) practices. The
Qur'an's revelation ended the unjust beliefs and practices of
many people. Our Prophet (saas), disregarding the people's ac-
cusations and enmity, held fast to Allah and the Qur'an. In our
own day, believers must hold fast to Allah, the Qur'an, and the
Sunna of our Prophet (saas), and never seek a path other than
that of the Qur'an.

19



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

The Practices of the Majority Are Mostly Flawed

One of the greatest misconceptions of those who follow the
majority's opinion, disregard Allah's judgments, and thus are
far from Islam's values is the mistaken belief that "the majority
always represents the truth." As we read in the Qur'an, most
people are not on the true path: "If you obeyed most of those
on Earth, they would divert you from Allah's Way. They fol-

low nothing but conjecture. They are only guessing" (Surat
al-An'am: 116).

Unless the majority's decisions agree with the Qur'an, they
do not represent the truth, for the just nature of a movement is
not determined by how many people follow it. This verse also
maintains that most people's judgments rest upon conjecture
and therefore divert many people from the right path.

Turning away from Allah's commands in order to adhere to
the majority's decisions makes such people losers in both this
world and the next, for they are left all alone: "They have lost
their own selves, and what they invented has forsaken them"
(Surat al-A'raf: 53). Exchanging a fabrication for Allah's revela-
tion causes people to suffer great frustration:

Who could do greater wrong than those who invent lies

against Allah? Such people will be arrayed before their

Lord, and the witnesses will say: "Those are the ones

who lied against their Lord." Yes indeed! Allah's curse is

upon the wrongdoers. (Surah Hud: 18)

Who could do greater wrong than someone who invents

lies against Allah or denies the truth when it comes to

him? Is not the unbelievers' abode in Hell? (Surah al-

'Ankabut: 68)

20



Only Allah Judges

On the other hand, believers submit themselves wholeheart-
edly to Allah's command. Their subsequent moral excellence is
explained in the following verses:

Our Lord encompasses everything in His knowledge.

We have put our trust in Allah. Our Lord, judge between

us and our people with truth. You are the best of judges.

(Surah A'raf: 89)

But I cannot save you from Allah at all, for judgment

comes from no one but Allah. In Him I place my trust,

and let all those who place their trust place it in Him

alone. (Surah Yusuf: 67)

Say: "O Allah, Originator of the heavens and Earth,

Knower of the Unseen and the Visible, You will judge

between Your servants regarding that over which they

differed." (Surat az-Zumar: 46)

21



THOSE WHO JUDGE
ON ALLAH'S BEHALF

Or do they have partners who have laid
down a religion for them for which
Allah has not given any authority?

(Surat ash-Shura: 21)

s discussed earlier, some people make unjust judg-
ments that have nothing in common with Islam,
determine what is lawful and unlawful, and pro-
claim what Allah has declared lawful to be unlawful and vice
versa. Meanwhile, they change religion's originality and essence
and devise a "false man-made religion" with its set of beliefs and
practices. Many people, who do not know the Qur'an and Islam,
fail to recognize this "religion's" unjust nature and thus are de-
ceived into following it unconsciously. This is how those who
lay down commands on Allah's behalf lead people into sin and
rebellion. The Qur'an describes their condition as follows:
Among them is a group that distorts the Book with their
tongues, so that you think it is from the Book when it is
not from the Book. They say: "It is from Allah," but it is
not from Allah. They tell a lie against Allah, and they
know it. (Surah Al 'Imran: 78)

22



Those Who Judge on Allah’s Behalf

Some communities who do not embrace Allah's just religion
and insist upon their inherited beliefs even go so far as to slan-
der Allah. Since they neither employ their wisdom and con-
science nor appreciate the extent of Allah's knowledge, they
remain bereft of any understanding that will guide them to the
truth. And so they invent many beliefs that are incompatible
with the Qur'an and lead ignorant people in the ways of injus-
tice. They make what is lawful unlawful and vice versa, and
make ungrounded accusations, as we read in the following
verses:

They say: "These animals and crops are sacrosanct. No

one may eat them except those we wish," — as they allege

- and animals on whose backs it is forbidden to ride,

and animals over which they do not mention Allah's

name, inventing falsehood against Him. He will repay
them for the things they have invented. They say: "What

is in the wombs of these animals is exclusively for our

men and unlawful for our wives. But if it is stillborn,

they can share in it." He (Allah) will repay them for their
false depiction. He is All-Wise, All-Knowing. Those
who kill their children foolishly without any knowl-
edge and make what Allah has provided for them un-
lawful, inventing lies against Allah, such people are
lost. They are misled. They are not guided. (Surat al-

An'am: 138-140)

Therefore, those who engage in such activities are informed
of how they will be punished in the Hereafter and of the fact
that they cannot avoid it. In Surat al-An'am, Allah gives the fol-
lowing example regarding the cruelty that these people com-
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mit "without any knowledge":

And a pair of camels and a pair of cattle — Say: "Is it the

two males He has made unlawful, or the two females, or

what the wombs of the two females contain? Were you
then witnesses when Allah gave you this instruction?"

Who could do greater wrong than someone who invents

lies against Allah, thus leading people astray without

any knowledge? Allah does not guide the people of the

wrongdoers. (Surat al-An'am: 144)

These verses also make clear that most people tend to judge
on Allah's behalf and attribute those things about which they
have no knowledge to religion. This being the case, our Lord,
Who has the best knowledge of human nature, warns human-
ity thus: "Do not say about what your lying tongues describe:
'This is lawful and this is unlawful,' inventing lies against
Allah" (Surat an-Nahl: 116) In Surat as-Saffat, on the other
hand, Allah asks these people:

What is the matter with you? How do you reach your

judgment? Will you not pay heed? Or do you have some

clear authority? Bring your Book, then, if you are telling

the truth! (Surat as-Saffat: 154-157)

Only Allah judges, and the Qur'an conveys His judgments
in the most explicit and comprehensible form. Allah draws an
absolute line between what is lawful and unlawful, and ex-
plains everything related to these judgments so that nothing is
left open to question. People can determine if a judgment is
correct or not by referring to the Qur'an and the Sunna of our
Prophet (saas). This is a great mercy and ease Allah granted to
humanity. Indeed, our Prophet (saas) states that the Qur'an is
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the only guide and resource that humanity needs:

I have left with you that which, as long as you uphold it, shall

never let you stray after me: Allah’s Book, a Rope extending

from heavens to Earth, and my Ahl al--Bayt. (Tirmidhi)

The Qur'an addresses people of all times. For this reason, its
statements that only Allah judges and that those who claim to
judge on His behalf are doomed deserve deep thinking. The
Qur'an provides a detailed account of past people's false man-
made religions and beliefs. In our own day, some people for-
mulate flawed judgments and irrational reasoning on behalf of
religion, since they do not adhere to the Divine guidance of the
Qur'an and the Sunna of our Prophet (saas). Instead, they tend
to base their judgments upon what they hear or see. For exam-
ple, many people lie in their daily conversations, even though
the Qur'an states that such a practice is a sin that will be pun-
ished in the Hereafter. Alternatively, they conclude that "white
lies" are forgivable. But this is a great delusion, for Allah pro-
claims any type of lie to be a sin.

Or, someone who urges people to actions that displease
Allah may unjustly claim to bear the responsibility for the re-
sulting sin. Yet Allah makes clear that this is not possible: "No
burden-bearer can bear another's burden." (Surah Fatir: 18)
Consequently, those who claim to live by Allah's judgments
must comply with this command and avoid any belief or atti-
tude that contradicts the Qur'an and the Sunna of our Prophet
(saas). Furthermore, the Qur'an informs us that those who ad-
here to their own fabricated religion and abandon Allah's reve-
lation also accuse His Messengers of distorting the religion and
being liars. One verse reads as follows:
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They are surprised that a Warner should come to them

from among themselves. The unbelievers say: "This is a

lying magician. Has he turned all the gods into One

Allah? That is truly astonishing!" Their leaders went off

saying: "Carry on as you are! Hold fast to your gods.

This is clearly something planned. We have not heard of

this in the old religion. This is merely something con-

trived. Has the Reminder been sent down to him out of
all of us?" They are in doubt about My Reminder. They

have yet to taste My punishment. (Surah Sad: 4-8)

Such people generally assert they act so in the name of reli-
gion, for they are not knowledgeable about Islam. Those who
disregard Allah's judgments or change them because they con-
flict with their personal interests disrespect Allah and His
Book. Such people fail to appreciate that our Lord, Who cre-
ated everything from nothing, can do anything He wills, that
His Knowledge encompasses everything, and that He knows a
person's secrets and what is even more concealed. Their
"knowledge," however, is limited to prejudice and supersti-
tions.

Allah shows His True Path in the Qur'an:

Follow what has been revealed to you from your Lord -

there is no god but Him - and turn away from the idol-

aters. (Surat al-An'am: 106)
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He brought it down upon your heart, by
Allah's authority, confirming what came be-
fore, and as guidance and good news for the
believers. (Surat al-Baqara: 97)

he Qur'an presents certain facts, and in every in-

stance includes the most accurate information re-

vealed to Prophet Muhammad (saas). For this
reason, people who take it and the Sunna of our Prophet (saas)
as their sole criteria in life are guided to Allah's Mercy. This at-
tribute of the Qur'an is related as follows:

This Qur'an guides to the most upright Way and gives

good news to the believers who do right actions that

they will have a large reward. (Surat al-Isra": 9)

This (the Qur'an) is clear insight for humanity and guid-

ance and mercy for people with certainty. (Surat al-

Jathiyya: 20)

Those who adopt the Qur'an and the way of our Prophet
(saas) as a guide have a far different lifestyle than others. For
example, they do not feel despair, restlessness, hopelessness,
gloom, or desperation, and do not suffer from trouble or panic
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when facing unexpected events, for the Qur'an and the Sunna
of our Prophet (saas) guide them at all times. Remembering
that they live according to the destiny that Allah has chosen for
them, they submit to Him and thus live in peace and respond
to all events with Allah's commands in mind. Every decision,
spoken word, and written line indicates their adherence to the
Qur'anic values. This being the case, they always have a clear
conscience and experience the spiritual peace brought about
by this state. Allah relates this in Surah Yunus as follows:

O mankind! Admonition has come to you from your

Lord, and also healing for what is in the breasts and

guidance and mercy for the believers. (Surah Yunus: 57)

The Qur'an lays down what is right and what is wrong.
Therefore, people who are inclined to guidance, follow their
conscience, avoid the selfish whims and desires of their lower
selves, and are committed to live by Allah's judgments easily
find their way to the true path. Everyone can understand the
Qur'an, a Book of Divine Wisdom, for its descriptions of moral
perfection and judgments are extremely clear, intelligible, and
easy. Every sincere person guided by Allah can readily com-
prehend the Qur'an and feels no difficulty in living by its dic-
tates, as we read in:

The Qur'an was sent down as guidance for humanity,

with Clear Signs containing guidance and discrimina-

tion. (Surat al-Baqara: 185)

However, only those who love and fear Allah, submit
wholeheartedly to Him, and prefer the Hereafter to this life
pay attention to the Qur'an and ponder its verses. In another
verse, Allah commands us as follows:
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We did not send down the Qur'an to you to make you
miserable, but only as a Reminder for those who stand
in awe (of Allah). (Surah Ta Ha: 2-3)

This issue is also an important secret of the Qur'an. To un-
derstand it, all that is needed is a firm intention, a profound
faith, and sincerity, as opposed to a high level of intelligence,
for Allah guides His sincere servants to the truth, ensures that
they benefit from the Qur'an, and attain salvation. However,
this Revelation of Allah to humanity only guides those who
love and fear Him and observe His limits. Some of the related
verses are as follows:

On that Day We will raise up among every community a

witness against them from among themselves, and

bring you as a witness against them. We have sent down
the Book to you making all things clear, and as guidance
and a mercy and good news for the Muslims. (Surat an-

Nabhl: 89)

Say: "The Purest Spirit has brought it down from your

Lord with truth, to make those who believe firm, and as

guidance and good news for the Muslims." (Surat an-

Nahl: 102)

Those are the Signs of the Wise Book — a guidance and

mercy for the good-doers. (Surah Lugman: 2-3)

O mankind! Admonition has come to you from your

Lord, and also healing for what is in the breasts and

guidance and mercy for the believers. (Surah Yunus: 57)

As these verses state, the Qur'an admonishes humanity and
guides all Muslims who are humble and observe Allah's limits.
Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, a great Turkish Islamic scholar,
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writes that the Qur'an is a guide for Allah's devoted servants:
"The All-Wise Qur'an is the leader to the aware and the conscious,
the guide of jinn and men [and women], the teacher of those attaining
to perfection, and instructor of those seeking reality.”
(Bediuzzaman Said Nursi, The Risale-i Nur Collection, "The
Letters: The 26th Letter")
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TO ALL THE WORLDS

It (the Qur'an) is simply a reminder to
all the worlds. (Surah Sad: 87)

he judgments of the Qur'an, a unique Book of wis-

dom that Allah sent as a reminder to all the

worlds, will apply until the Day of Judgment.
However, some insincere people who make up excuses not to
comply with its judgments unjustly assert that the Qur'an ad-
dresses only a certain period and only the Arab society of that
time. According to their shallow outlook, some of its judg-
ments can be ignored.

Given that the Qur'an is beyond all time and place, it is a re-
minder to all people about their eternal life and calls them to
the right path. As we read: "It is certainly a reminder to you
and to your people, and you will be questioned" (Surat az-
Zukhruf: 44), and therefore people will be called to account for
their deeds in the Hereafter.

With its unique and superior wisdom, the information it
conveys about the past and future, as well as its style, which re-
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moves forgetfulness and customary behavior, the Qur'an is a
matchless Book. This unique feature applies to all people who
have been created since its revelation and who will be created
until the Day of Judgment.

The following quotation from Bediuzzaman Said Nursi
states that the Qur'an's wisdom is eternal:

The people of truth and the exacting scholars. They say: "The

Qur’an is an unending, inexhaustible treasury. In addition to

submitting to and accepting its established and incontestable

matters, each age also receives its share of its hidden truths, in

the form of a supplement; it cannot trespass on the share of an-

other which is concealed.” (Ibid., "The 29th Letter")

Bediuzzaman, who also mentioned the Qur'an's impact on
people, describes this impact as follows:

This is the Qur'an’s youth. It preserves its freshness and youth

every age as though newly revealed. In fact, the Qur'an has to

have perpetual youth since, as a pre-eternal address, it addresses

at once all the levels of mankind in every age. (Bediuzzaman

Said Nursi, The Risale-i Nur Collection, "The Words: The

25th Word")

The rulings and laws of the Qur'an are so firm and well-

founded that they increase in strength as the centuries pass.

(Ibid.)

Bediuzzaman states further that the Qur'an is a matchless
Book that cannot be replaced by any other book:

The Qur’an by no means has — nor can have — any equal.

Absolutely nothing can take the place of this greatest miracle.

(Ibid., "The 13th Word")

Moreover:
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It shows its exalted, beautiful, and original style, which no one
can imitate, although it pleases everyone. The passage of time
does not cause its style to age; it always remains fresh and new.
Its prose and word-order are so well-ordered that it is both ele-
vated and pleasant. To soothsayers and other diviners of the
Unseen, it displays its miraculousness in its extraordinary re-
ports concerning the Unseen. To historians, it demonstrates its
miraculousness by giving information concerning events of
past ages, as well as those of the future, and of the Intermediate
Realm, and of the Hereafter. To social and political scientists, it
shows the miraculousness in its sacred principles... To those oc-
cupied with knowledge of Allah and cosmic truths, it shows the
miraculousness of the sacred Divine truths in the Qur’an, or
else it indicates the existence of that miraculousness. To the
Sufis and saints, it shows the miraculousness in the hidden
mysteries of its verses, which constantly rise and fall like waves
in the sea of the Qur’an. And so on. To each of forty classes of
men, it opens up a window and shows its miraculousness. The
ordinary people even, who only listen to the Qur’an under-
standing a little of its meaning, confirm that it does not resem-
ble any other book. (Nursi, "The 19th Letter")

The primary responsibility of every person is to serve Allah.
Only turning to Allah with a sincere heart and taking the
Qur'an as a guide makes this possible. Every person must as-
sume this responsibility and firmly embrace the Qur'an. In
Surat al-Hashr, Allah relates the Qur'an's superiority and ex-
plains what a great responsibility it is to adopt the Qur'an as a
guide:

If We Had sent down this Qur'an onto a mountain, you
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would have seen it humbled, crushed to pieces out of
fear of Allah. We make such examples for people so that
hopefully they will reflect. (Surat al-Hashr: 21)
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THE QUR'AN IS THE CRITERION
THAT DISCRIMINATES BETWEEN
RIGHT AND WRONG

As guidance for humanity, and He has sent
down the Furqan (the Standard by which to
discern the true from the false). Those who
reject Allah's Signs will have a terrible pun-
ishment. Allah is Almighty, Exactor of
Revenge. (Surah Al 'Tmran: 4)

them the true path. The Qur'an is the sole resource

that leads people to the correct knowledge of Allah,

the values of Islam, how to live in a way that pleases Allah, and

an absolute criterion that distinguishes right from wrong. For

this reason, one of the Qur'an's names is "Furgan': one that dis-
criminates right from wrong.

In this world, people have their own beliefs, goals, values,

thoughts, and outlook on life. However, the judgments that

Allah proclaims in the Qur'an are the only values that can be

I n the Qur'an, Allah admonishes people and shows
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considered just and right. As Allah states in the Surat al-
Baqara: 120: "Allah's guidance is true guidance." Therefore,
the goals and ways devised by people to realize their own in-
terests can never lead them to the truth and salvation. The pur-
pose of humanity's existence and how to attain it, the ideal
morality and good conduct that must be shown throughout
one's life, how to lead a physically and spiritually healthy life,
the moment of death and what will happen to one's soul on the
Day of Judgment — all of these are related in the Qur'an.

A person must read the Qur'an carefully in order to benefit
from it and be rightly guided:

Those to whom We have given the Book, who recite it in

the way it should be recited, such people believe in it.

As for those who reject it, they are the losers. (Surat al-

Baqara: 121)

Reading the Qur'an as it should be read becomes possible
when people have love and fear of Allah and adhere to it.
Those who read the Qur'an in this way submit themselves to
every judgment in the Qur'an and commit themselves fully to
the meticulous observation of every verse.

Given this, those who adhere to it base all of their decisions
upon light of the Qur'an and the Sunna of our Prophet (saas).
Thanks to this attribute, believers can discriminate between
right and wrong and make the best decision. As the verse:
"Right guidance has become clearly distinct from error"
(Surat al-Baqara: 256) also makes clear, people of faith do not
attempt to find a middle way between the Qur'anic values and
the life of ignorance; rather, they are committed fully and as-
suredly to the Qur'an, which is the straightest path. Allah com-
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mands believers to hold fast to the Qur'an, as follows:

So hold fast to what has been revealed to you. You are on

a straight path. It is certainly a reminder to you and to

your people, and you will be questioned. (Surat az -

Zukhruf: 43-44)

Those who distance themselves from Allah's revelations and
insist upon disbelief have chosen trouble and torment both in
this world and the next, for the type of life that Allah com-
mands us to live is the one that most suits human nature.
Therefore, people who do not comply with the Qur'an can
never attain true peace and happiness, for they have aban-
doned a lifestyle that agrees with their very nature. To attain
salvation and bliss both in this world and the next, people need
to learn the true religion, the commands of our Lord, and com-
ply meticulously with the Qur'an. Indeed, Allah warns people
thus:

Do they then seek the judgment of the Time of

Ignorance? Who could be better at giving judgment than

Allah for people with certainty? (Surat al-Ma'ida: 50)

Is it not enough for them that We have sent down to you

the Book that is recited to them? There is certainly a

mercy and reminder in that for people who believe.

(Surat al- 'Ankabut: 51)

The diagnosis, comments, reasoning, and recommendations
of people who abide by the Qur'an and their ability to find so-
lutions to the problems they face stem directly from the
Qur'an. For this reason, they are always right, just, and wise.

The state of those who fail to comply with the Qur'an is
stated as follows:
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Is it other than the religion of Allah that you desire,

when everything in the heavens and Earth, willingly or

unwillingly, submits to Him and to Him you will be re-

turned? (Surah Al 'Imran: 83)

If anyone desires anything other than Islam as a reli-

gion, it will not be accepted from him, and in the

Hereafter he will be among the losers. (Surah Al 'Imran:

85)

The religion with Allah is Islam. Those given the Book

only differed after knowledge had come to them, envy-

ing one another. As for those who reject Allah's Signs,

Allah is swift at reckoning. (Surah Al 'Imran: 19)

For these reasons, people must abandon all fallacious beliefs
and take only the Qur'an and the Sunna of our Prophet (saas)
as an example. Otherwise, they will be overwhelmed by grief
and great regret in the Hereafter and receive a severe punish-
ment.
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ALLAH EXPLAINS EVERYTHING
IN THE QUR'AN

We have sent down the Book to you making
all things clear, and as guidance and mercy
and good news for the Muslims.

(Surat an-Nahl: 89)

o bring all people out of the darkness and into the
light, Allah sent us the Qur'an to explain every
issue and provide every solution. As we read:

We have sent down the Book to you making all things

clear, and as guidance and mercy and good news for the

Muslims. (Surat an-Nahl: 89)

On the other hand, Allah states: "We have not neglected
anything in the Book - then they will be gathered to their
Lord" (Surat al-An'am: 38). In the Qur'an, Allah explains
everything in the most perfect, wise, and concise manner. This
is a manifestation of Allah's Mercy to His servants. In the
Qur'an, He informs us of the basic tenets of true faith, many is-
sues related to life in this world and the next, the ideal morality
for people of faith, and many other issues that guide humanity.
Allah introduces Himself to us through the Qur'an, explains
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that He created everything from nothing, that He is exalted
above anything, that He sees and hears secrets and what is
even more concealed, and that He knows everything.

The Qur'an gives a detailed account of why and how man
was created, the type of life that earns Allah's good pleasure,
the forms of worship, a description of moral excellence, ways
to remain mentally and physically healthy, and how to deal
with problems, emergencies, and various people in society. It
also contains signs of scientific facts, knowledge related to
daily life, social problems, the Day of Judgment, Paradise and
Hell, and many other issues. In other words, the Qur'an pro-
vides all of the basic knowledge that people may need at any
time. As we read:

And thus We have sent it down as an Arabic Qur'an and

have diversified thererin the warnings that perhaps

they will avoid (sin) or it would cause them remem-

brance. (Surah Ta Ha: 113)

We have displayed throughout this Qur'an all kinds of

examples for people, but most people spurn anything

but disbelief. (Surat al-Isra'": 89)

We have displayed throughout this Qur'an all kinds of

examples for people. (Surat al-Kahf: 54)

In the Qur'an, Allah informs all people that they must com-
ply unconditionally with His judgments, take Him as their
sole friend and guardian, and make earning His good pleasure
and Paradise their only goal in life. For those who live in com-
pliance with the Qur'an, the Qur'an is the sole criterion and
our Prophet's (saas) path is the only path worth following. The
Qur'an informs us that true Muslims of all eras have aban-
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doned their society's fallacious religion and turned to Allah
and His commands. For instance, the Qur'an relates how the
Companions of the Cave, a group of young believers, were
condemned and threatened with death because they rejected
their forefathers' religion and sought refuge in a cave (Surat al-
Kahf: 13-16). Prophet Yusuf's (as) turning to Allah is an exam-
ple of this:

For I have left the religion of a people who clearly have

no faith in Allah and are unbelievers in the Hereafter. I

hold fast to the creed of my forebears Ibrahim, Ishaq,

and Ya'qub. We do not associate anything with Allah.

(Surah Yusuf: 37-38)

In the spiritual sense, abandoning society's fallacious reli-
gion means to separate oneself entirely from that religion's ad-
herents. In other words, it means that a person has been
entirely purified of his or her former form of worship, belief,
value judgments, manner of reasoning, moral codes, customs
and traditions, modes of behavior and lifestyle that conflict
with the Qur'an, although their society still adheres to such
things, and has embraced Allah's revelation as the basic point
of reference.

Allah is pleased with Islam as a religion for His servants. For
that reason, He sent down the Qur'an as a guide to them and
set the life of our Prophet (saas) as an example. The only right
and just path is Allah's path, as described in the Qur'an. All
other paths are unjust and wrong, and are based upon bigotry,
heresy, and conjecture. Therefore, people may hope to be
treated well in Allah's sight, provided that they comply metic-
ulously with His commands, perform good deeds to earn His
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good pleasure, and follow in our Prophet's (saas) footsteps.

As Allah informs us in the Qur'an, the Words of our Lord are
"perfect in truthfulness and justice," and only those who ad-
here to the Qur'an and the Sunna of our Prophet (saas) can at-
tain to the truest and most accurate knowledge. There is no
"judge" other than Allah, as stated in the following verse:

(Say), "Am I to desire someone other than Allah as a

judge when it is He Who has sent down the Book to you

clarifying everything?" Those We have given the Book
know that it has been sent down from your Lord with
truth, so on no account be among the doubters. The

Words of your Lord are perfect in truthfulness and jus-

tice. No one can change His Words. He is the All-

Hearing, the All-Knowing. (Surat al-An'am: 114-115)

Also, our Prophet (saas) said that it is the unique source to
which all people should refer. We find some of his admoni-
tions in the following prophetic traditions:

The Qur’an is a strong rope of Allah, meaning that it is a reli-

able means of linking with Allah and a firm charter of guidance.

It is the straight path. The Qur’an is the clear truth that keeps

thoughts from straying. (Tirmidhi)

The Messenger of Allah said: "These hearts become rusty, just

as iron becomes rusty when water gets into it.” Someone asked:

"O Messenger of Allah, how can these be cleared? " He said: "A

great deal of remembrance of death and recitation of the

Qur’an.” (Bayhagi; Manzoor No'mani, Ma'ariful Hadith

[Pakistan], 85.)

Rejoice, for verily this Qur‘an — one part of it is in the hands of

Allah and the other part is in your hands. Therefore, hold on to
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it, for you will never be destroyed nor go astray after it!
(Musnad Ahmad).
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LIVING BY THE QUR'AN'S VALUES
IS EASY

We have made the Qur'an easy to remember.
But is there any rememberer there?
(Surat al-Qamar: 17)

Allah sent down the Qur'an as a guide to humanity and con-
veyed the simplest and the best way to lead one's life. The
verses give us the good news that Islam is easy to practice:
"Allah desires ease for you; He does not desire difficulty for
you" (Surat al-Baqara: 185).

The Qur'an is a clear admonition to people of all ages and
cultures. However, some people refer to unreliable sources,
rather than the Qur'an, that cause them to believe mistakenly
that Islam is difficult. The basic reason behind this attitude is
their incomplete knowledge of Islam.

In our own day, many people remain utterly unaware of the
facts conveyed by the Qur'an, such as the existence of the
Hereafter, eternal life in Hell, Paradise's matchless blessings,
and our Lord's admonitions and warnings to humanity.
However, the Qur'an was sent down so that people could read
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it and take admonition. The Qur'an reveals that Allah told the
Prophet (saas) to say: "(I have been ordered) to recite the
Qur'an" (Surat an-Naml: 92).

To read and comply with the Qur'an is one of a Muslim's
most important responsibilities. Allah causes people to grasp
the Qur'an, and only those who are guided by Him can under-
stand the full meaning of its verses. He also promises guidance
to the sincere servants who turn to Him.

Those who assert that the Qur'an is hard to understand seek
to prevent people from reading it, turning to Allah, and living
by its values. However, Allah states in many parts of the
Qur'an that it is easy to understand:

We have sent down Clear Signs to you, and no one re-

jects them except the deviators. (Surat al-Baqara: 99)

O humanity, a clear proof has come to you from your

Lord. We have sent down a Clear Light to you. (Surat an-

Nisa'": 174)

Apart from the Qur'an, its judgments and practices are also
very easy. The following verse is self-explanatory:

We did not send down the Qur'an to you to make you

miserable, but only as a reminder for those who have

fear. (Surah Ta Ha: 2-3)

The Qur'an's morality is the only way of life that befits
human nature. Allah, the Creator of man from nothing, is the
One Who best knows people's needs, the forms of worship
they can perform, and the ways that lead to a tranquil and
peaceful life. For this reason, Allah informs us that He does not
impose upon people more than they can bear:

Allah does not impose on any self any more than it can
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stand. For it is what it has earned; against it, what it has
merited. Our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget or
make a mistake! Our Lord, do not place upon us a load
like the one You placed upon those before us! Our Lord,
do not place upon us a load that we have not the
strength to bear! And pardon us, forgive us, and have
mercy upon us. You are our Master, so help us against

the disbelieving people. (Surat al-Baqara: 286)

Out of His infinite Mercy and Compassion for His servants,
Allah gives a detailed account of what type of life will give
happiness, peace, and tranquility to people. For instance, peo-
ple are innately fond of love, respect, mercy, and compassion,
and expect such treatment from others. They avoid cruelty,
evilness, and immorality, and innately fear to be exposed to
them. Such feelings and expectations are the inspiration of
Allah to a person's soul.

As this is how Allah created human nature, the type of life
that complies with Islam's morality is the life that offers the ut-
most pleasure to humanity. Allah states this fact in Surat ar-
Rum, as follows:

So set your face firmly toward the Religion, as a pure

natural believer, Allah's natural pattern on which He

made humanity. There is no changing Allah's creation.

That is the true Religion — but most people do not know

it. (Surat ar-Rum: 30)

The Qur'an states in several places that the religion de-
scribed in the Qur'an is the easiest one in many respects, as fol-
lows:

Allah desires ease for you; He does not desire difficulty
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for you. (Surat al-Baqara: 185)

But as for him who has faith and acts rightly, he will re-

ceive the best of rewards, and We will issue a command,

making things easy for him. (Surat al-Kahf: 88)

We have made the Qur'an easy to remember. (Surat al-

Qamar: 17)

He has selected you and not placed any constraint upon

you in the religion — the religion of your forefather

Ibrahim. (Surat al-Hajj: 78)

The Sunna of our Prophet (saas) is also easy to practice. Our
Prophet (saas), who adopted the Qur'an as his guide, said:
"Facilitate (religious matters to people) and do not make (things) dif-
ficult. Obey each other and do not differ (among yourselves).”
(Bukhari and Muslim).

All Muslims are responsible for presenting the easiness of
Islam (which is its very essence), reconciling people's hearts to
the Qur'an and Islam, instructing people in the Qur'an and the
Sunna of our Prophet (saas), and making them the sole guide
of one's life.
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COMPLYING WITH THE QUR'AN
REMOVES MAN'S BURDEN

Allah desires to make things lighter for you.
Man was created weak.
(Surat an-Nisa': 28)

ach person comes into existence and grows into an

adult by Allah's Will, and needs His protection in

every phase of life. The sole protector, guide, and
supporter of all people is Allah, the Living, Who is the Creator
of everything. The following verse states this fact:

O mankind, you are the poor in need of Allah, whereas

Allah is the Rich Beyond Need, the Praiseworthy.

(Surah Fatir: 15)

Allah, the Creator of the universe and all beings, whether
living or non-living, sent down the Qur'an as a mercy to hu-
manity. However, some people make up various excuses not to
live by its values. One of these is the mistaken idea that Islam's
morality somehow limits their chosen lifestyle. Yet this is a
great delusion, for people who live in societies that do not fol-
low the Qur'an's morality encounter great distress, difficulties,
and limitations, whereas the Qur'an’s morality presents a bliss-
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ful, peaceful, and secure life. The Qur'an is a mercy that re-
lieves the pressure that people inflict upon each other, removes
strict rules and all unnecessary and restricting principles, re-
lieves people's trouble, and ensures a peaceful life.

Indeed, Allah states that by communicating His message,
the Messenger relieves people of their heavy loads and the
chains around them. In addition, those who answer the
Messenger's call and then support, help, and protect him and
follow Allah's true path will attain salvation: peace, happiness,
and blessings. As we read:

Those who follow the Messenger, the Ummi, whom

they find written down with them in the Torah and the

Gospel, commanding them to do right and forbidding

them to do wrong, making good things lawful for them

and bad things unlawful for them, relieving them of
their heavy loads and the chains that were around them.

Those who believe in him and honor him and help him,

and follow the Light that has been sent down with him,

they are the ones who are successful. (Surat al-A'raf: 157)

In societies where people do not abide by the Qur'an's prin-
ciples, some needlessly strict rules make people's lives hard
and cause many problems to remain unsolved. The principles
and outlook harbored by people impose new rules and prohi-
bitions and, through these limitations, subject people to need-
less pressure. Some lawful food, for instance, may be
prohibited. Or, the people's behavior may be restricted because
certain acts are declared unlawful. Every society has some
rules and practices stemming from its own culture and inter-
ests. Although they are not expressed verbally, they are prac-
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ticed and implemented, in general, by all members of the soci-
ety.

After all, people try to prove themselves to others and pres-
ent themselves as having superior qualities. Consequently,
under society's repressive rules and limitations, people cannot
speak, laugh, or live as they desire, for they live under the con-
stant social threat of humiliation, condemnation, or gossip.

People who do not know Allah, place their trust in and sub-
mit to Him, and live by the Qur'an's principles harbor count-
less fears: fear for the future, of being left alone, growing old,
having an accident, dying, seeing their children's health threat-
ened, losing possessions, failing in business or marriage, being
deprived of a good education, and so on.

All of these are a source of sheer unmitigated anxiety. No
doubt, the Qur'an's morality enables people to avoid such
fears, for people who are far from Islam's values are unaware
that everything occurs by Allah's Will and that everything is
predestined. They fail to think that the good and the bad
events in life are tests, and that Allah provides and owns all
blessings and beauties. For this reason, societies made up of
such individuals are characterized by tension, chaos, unrest,
distress, and insecurity.

A society composed of people who adhere to the Qur'an's
morality is immune to such negativity, as can be seen by its
members' moral excellence. Such people place their trust in
Allah and persevere, and also show mercy, compassion, and
love. Inherently humble and contented, they feel the peace and
comfort of living according to the religion described by Allah.
As the Qur'an commands, they fear no one but Him and pur-
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sue His good pleasure over and above everything else. They
know that every blessing they enjoy is from Allah and that the
loss of any thing or value is a test from Allah, and so retain their
composure when they achieve success or face an unexpected
event. Also, they do not react thoughtlessly when confronted
with hardship or trouble.

The Qur'an clearly explains what is lawful and unlawful, and
gives a detailed account of the morality that pleases Allah. For
this reason, the only rules that govern the believers' life are those
mentioned in the Qur'an, for it introduces judgments that befit
human nature by ensuring an ease of conscience and bringing
peace and security. Allah states that He intends to relieve people
of their heavy burdens, as follows:

Allah desires to make things clear to you, guide you to the

correct practices of those before you, and turn toward

you. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. Allah desires to
turn toward you, but those who pursue their lower ap-
petites desire to make you deviate completely. Allah de-
sires to make things lighter for you. Man was created

weak. (Surat an-Nisa': 26-28)

Bediuzzaman Said Nursi explains the spiritual paradise that
will be enjoyed by those people, in this very life, who abide by
the Qur'an and its commandments:

The moment I saw this world in the midst of the darkness, my

heart, spirit, and mind, and all my human faculties, indeed, all

the particles of my being, were ready to weep and cry out in pain.

But suddenly, Almighty Allah’s Name of All-Just rose in the sign

of All-Wise, and the Name of Most Merciful in the sign of
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Munificent, the Name of All-Compassionate in the sign of (that
is, in the meaning of) All-Forgiving, the Name of Resurrector in
the sign of Inheritor, the Name of Giver of Life in the sign of

Bountiful, and the Name of Sustainer rose in the sign of Owner.

They gilded and filled with light many worlds within the world of

humanity. Opening up windows onto the luminous world of the

hereafter, they scattered lights over the dark human world.

(Nursi, "The Letters: The 29th Letter")

Allah endowed humanity with a nature that never finds
peace and tranquility in a non-Islamic system. Underlying the
difference between believers and unbelievers, this quality of the
believers becomes more apparent in the Hereafter. People who
do not comply with the Qur'an are depressed, while people of
faith experience great joy:

When that Day (of Judgment) comes, no self will speak

except by His permission. Some of them will be wretched

and others glad. (Surah Hud: 105)
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ALLAH WARNS HUMANITY
WITH THE QUR'AN

He (Allah) has made it (the Qur'an) straight,
to warn of severe punishment from Him and
to give good tidings to the believers who do

righteous deeds that they will have
a good reward. (Surat al-Kahf: 2)

he verses that warn humanity about Hell's torment
are one of the Qur'an's most important attributes.
Those who are warned fully understand how to dis-
criminate between right and wrong, good and evil. This attrib-
ute is related as follows:
He (Allah) has made it (the Qur'an) straight, to warn of
severe punishment from Him and to give good tidings to
the believers who do righteous deeds that they will have
a good reward. (Surat al-Kahf: 2)
We have made it (the Qur'an) easy on your tongue so that
you can give good news to those who have fear, and warn
stubbornly hostile people by it. (Surah Maryam: 97)
As the verse suggests in: "This Qur'an has been revealed to

53



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

me so that I may warn you by it, and anyone else it reaches"
(Surat al-An'am: 19), our Prophet (saas) assumed the responsi-
bility of warning everyone he could reach. In another verse,
Allah states that He revealed the Qur'an to our Prophet (saas) so
that he could warn people:

Accordingly We have revealed to you an Arabic Qur'an so

that you may warn the Mother of Cities and those around

it, and give warning of the Day of Gathering, about which
there is no doubt: one group in the Garden, the other in

the Blazing Fire. (Surat ash-Shura: 7)

As the verses maintain, in the Qur'an Allah describes the mo-
ment of death, how angels will remove the deceased person's
soul, how humanity will be gathered together, how the reckon-
ing will take place, events related to the Day of Judgment, how
people will be driven to Hell in companies after the reckoning,
what each soul will experience on that day, eternal torment in
Hell, the spiritual and material torment and pain that its inhabi-
tants will suffer there as well as the unprecedented beauty of the
blessings in Paradise, and warns people about the Day of
Judgment.

Indeed, many verses describe how the people in Hell talk to
each other, their social life, and how they will continue to argue
despite all of their suffering. Some verses even mention their ar-
guments, as follows:

Warn mankind of the Day when the punishment will

reach them. Those who did wrong will say: "Our Lord, re-

prieve us for a short time. We will respond to Your call
and follow the Messengers." (It will be said to them) "But
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did you not swear to Me before that you would never

meet your downfall?" (Surah Ibrahim: 44)

He (Allah) will say: "Do not argue in My Presence.

Indeed, I gave you advance warning of the Threat. My

Word, once given, is not subject to change, and I do not

wrong My servants." On the Day He says to Hell: "Are

you full?" It will ask: ""Are there no more to come?" (Surah

Qaf: 28-30)

Those who disbelieve say: "We will never believe in this

Qur'an, nor in what came before it." If only you could see

when the wrongdoers, standing in the presence of their

Lord, cast accusations back and forth at one another!

Those deemed weak will say to those deemed great,

"Were it not for you, we would have been believers!"

(Surah Saba: 31)

Once they are engulfed by torment, there will be no salvation
for those who turned their faces from the Qur'an's admonitions.
They will repent when they see the Angels of Death coming for
them. However, such a great regret will not benefit them, for
these people chose the path of disbelief when the Messengers
communicated Allah's message. One verse reads:

They will shout out in it: "Our Lord! Take us out! We will

act rightly, differently from the way we used to act!" Did

We not let you live long enough for anyone who was

going to pay heed to pay heed? And did not the Warner

come to you? Taste it then! There is no helper for the

wrongdoers. (Surah Fatir: 37)

Believers who spend every moment of their lives to earn
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Allah's good pleasure and mercy, and who lead a life in com-
pliance with their conscience, are rewarded with Paradise in
the Hereafter. The Qur'an relates that the Angels of Death will
take the souls of such virtuous people to Paradise in groups in
the following manner:

Gardens of Eden that they enter, with rivers flowing
under them, where they have whatever they desire. That
is how Allah repays those who guard against evil, those
whom the angels take in a virtuous state. They (the an-
gels) say: "Peace be upon you! Enter the Garden for what
you did." (Surat an-Nahl: 31-32)

The Qur'an also conveys the speech of believers, who are
granted a honorable and superior rank in Paradise. They al-
ways exalt Allah in their conversations, which are always

based upon themes of beauty, love, peace, and goodness:

They will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has removed all
sadness from us. Truly our Lord is Ever-Forgiving, Ever-
Thankful. He Who has lodged us, out of His Favor, in
the Abode of Permanence, where no weariness or fa-
tigue affect us." (Surah Fatir: 34-35)

They will say: "Praise be to Allah, Who has fulfilled His
promise to us and made us the inheritors of this land,
letting us settle in the Garden wherever we want. How
excellent is the wage of those who work!" (Surat az-
Zumar: 74)

They will say: "Beforehand we used to live in fear
among our families. But Allah was gracious to us and
safeguarded us from the punishment of the searing
wind. Beforehand we certainly used to call upon Him,
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because He is the All-Good, the Most Merciful." (Surah

Tur: 26-28)

As these verses make clear, believers are aware that they can
attain this happy end only by Allah's Will and Mercy. Given
their understanding that only Allah's Mercy and protection
can guide them to the true path, believers always thank Allah
in Paradise, just as they do in this life.
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MUSLIMS FULLY LIVE
BY THE QUR'AN'S VALUES

This (the Qur'an) is a clear explanation for
all humanity, and a guidance and

an admonition for those who have fear.
(Surah Al 'Imran: 138)

he only criterion upon which the Muslims' lives rest
is the Qur'an and the Sunna of our Prophet (saas).
Until they die, they meticulously comply with
Allah's commands, fear only Allah, ask help only from Him, and
never feel fear, panic, or despair. They do not fear the blame of
any person. When faced with unexpected events, they always
conduct themselves in compliance with the Qur'an and the
Sunna of our Prophet (saas). They display the same moral excel-
lence in times of hardship and trouble, just as they do when
granted blessings and abundance, for they are aware that only
Allah grants more blessings or restricts them for a divine pur-
pose, and that Allah sends difficulties to make people more ma-
ture.
However, people who neglect the Qur'an and fail to embrace
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Islam base their entire lives upon earning people's consent.
Their philosophy of life, principles, and viewpoints contradict
the Qur'an. Failing to adhere to the Qur'an and the Sunna of
our Prophet (saas) as a guide, they formulate rituals, customs,
and forms of worship that do not agree with Islamic morality.

As Prophet Shu'ayb (as) told his people, rather than observ-
ing Allah's commands, such people adhere to all forms of un-
just beliefs and rules as if they were divine judgments: "You
have made Him (Allah) into something to cast disdainfully
behind your backs!" (Surah Hud: 92). Even if they see the
truth in the Qur'an, they cannot abandon their unjust beliefs.
Their understanding of what is lawful and unlawful varies ac-
cording to their distorted rationale and thoughts, their soci-
ety's value judgments, and what they inherit from their
predecessors. They respect people's opinions rather than the
Qur'an's judgments.

The worldview of such people is stated in the Qur'an as fol-
lows: "We found our fathers following a religion, and we are
simply following in their footsteps" (Surat az-Zukhruf: 23).

The Qur'an, the immutable Word of Allah, conveys the only
way to salvation both in this world and the next. Meanwhile,
the moral excellence displayed by our Prophet (saas) sets an
example for believers.
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OUR PROPHET'S (SAAS) SOLE GUIDE
WAS THE QUR'AN

Follow what has been revealed to you from
your Lord — there is no god but Him — and
turn away from the idolaters.

(Surat al-An'am: 106)

Allah chose our Prophet (saas) and revealed to him the
Qur'an, which will apply until the Day of Judgment. The
Qur'an also informs us that Prophet Muhammad (saas) is the
last Prophet. Our Prophet (saas) adhered to the Qur'an and ad-
vised people to read it and respect only its judgments. The re-
lated verses are as follows:

Say: "I do not say to you that I possess the treasuries of

Allah, nor do I know the Unseen, nor do I say to you that

I am an angel. I only follow what has been revealed to

me." Say: "Are the blind the same as those who can see?

So will you not reflect?" (Surat al-An'am: 50)

Follow what has been revealed to you and be steadfast

until Allah's judgement comes. He is the Best of Judges.

(Surah Yunus: 109)
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Our Prophet (saas) also recommended to his companions
that they read the Qur'an and observe its commands:

Why do some people impose conditions that are not present in

Allah’s Book (Laws)? Whoever imposes a condition that is not

in Allah’s Laws, then that condition is invalid even if he im-

poses one hundred conditions, for Allah’s conditions are more

binding and reliable. (Bukhari)

Allah’s Book is Allah’s rope; he who follows it has guidance, and

he who abandons it is in error. (Muslim)

He who spoke according to the Qur’an spoke the truth, and he

who acts in accordance with its directions entitles himself to re-

ward. Again, he who judges according to the Qur’an is just and
fair. Then, as for him who invites people to the Qur’an is indeed
guided on the Right Path. (Tirmidhi)

While enjoining good or forbidding evil, our Prophet (saas)
adhered only to the Qur'an as a guide. All of his words
stemmed from it: "I follow only what has been revealed to me
from my Lord. This is clear insight from your Lord, and a
guidance and a mercy, for people who believe" (Surat al-
A'raf: 203). For instance, his people asked him for a fatwa (legal
opinion concerning Islamic law) about women. Allah told His
Messenger (saas) to say: "Allah gives you a fatwa about them"
(Surat an-Nisa': 127). Similarly, when people asked for a fatwa
about inheritance, Allah ordered him to say: "Allah gives you
a fatwa about people who die without direct heirs" and
"Allah makes things clear to you so you will not go astray.
Allah has knowledge of all things." (Surat an-Nisa': 176)

In another verse, Allah reveals our Prophet (saas) to reply as
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follows to those who say: "Bring a Qur'an other than this or
change it."

Say: "It is not for me to change it of my own accord. I fol-

low nothing except what is revealed to me. I fear, were I

to disobey my Lord, the punishment of a Dreadful Day."

(Surah Yunus: 15)

Consequently, the Sunna of our Prophet (saas) is to apply
the Qur'an to daily life. For this reason, Allah informs us that
obeying him is a basic tenet of faith. In one verse, Allah states
that such obedience is actually obedience to Him (Surat an-
Nisa': 80). Anyone who complies with his words and follows
his Sunna also observes the Qur'anic judgments, for every atti-
tude, decision, and word of our Prophet (saas) stems from the
Qur'an. In the following prophetic tradition, our Prophet
(saas) said:

He who obeys me has obeyed Allah, and he who disobeys me has

disobeyed Allah; he who obeys the Amir (the Ruler I appoint)

has obeyed me, and he who disobeys the Amir has disobeyed me.

(Bukhari)

As the Qur'an states, our Prophet (saas) was a person of
moral excellence who was distressed by the believers' suffer-
ing. He was deeply concerned about the believers, and was
gentle and merciful toward them (Surat at-Tawba: 128); a
noble person who enjoined good and forbade wrong, and re-
lieved the believers of their heavy loads and the chains that
were around them (Surat al-A'raf: 157); and was a blessing to
people, purified them, and taught them the Book and Wisdom
(Surah Al 'Imran: 164).

To be a true Muslim with whom Allah is pleased, a person
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must obey the Qur'an's commands, embrace the Sunna of our
Prophet (saas), and meticulously practice whatever they tell us
to do. Since the Qur'an gives a detailed account of our
Prophet's life, Muslims are obliged to examine his life, follow
in his footsteps, and seek to display his moral excellence. In the
Qur'an, Allah explains that the Prophet (saas) sets the best ex-
ample for believers:

You have an excellent model in the Messenger of Allah,

for all who put their hope in Allah and the Last Day and

remember Allah much. (Surat al-Ahzab: 21)
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RAISING A MODEL OF GENERATION
THAT ADHERES TO THE QUR'AN

Let there be a community (of people) among
you who calls to good, enjoins right, and
forbids wrong. They are the ones who meet
with success. (Surah Al 'Tmran: 104)

any people take other people as examples and
M strive to be like them. From their culture to the
way they talk or dress, they imitate those peo-
ple and yearn for their lifestyle. Yet, almost all of these role
models have their failings and possess a morality or under-
standing that lead people to evil. For humanity, the best role
model to follow is that of our Prophet (saas), for the origin of
his morality and moral excellence is the Qur'an. Our Prophet
(saas) and his companions were conscientious, God-fearing
people who embodied the Qur'an's morality and had a pro-
found love for Allah.
Allah honored people of faith with the attribute of "over-
lords (khulafa') on Earth" (Surat al-An'am: 165), and granted
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them honor both in this world and the next. History witnessed
the most perfect forms of peace, happiness, security, justice,
love, friendship, brotherhood and sisterhood, compassion, and
sacrifice in the lands ruled by our Prophet (saas). Indeed, this
period was named the "Era of Bliss." Allah gave the good news
of this recompense, which sincere believers will receive while
still living in this world:

Anyone who acts rightly, male or female, being a be-

liever, We will give them a good life and will recom-

pense them according to the best of what they did.

(Surat an-Nahl: 97)

For this reason, it is of great importance for this present gen-
eration to raise a new generation made up of people who
think, rule, speak, and decide in compliance with the Qur'an
and Sunna of our Prophet (saas). The Qur'an gives a detailed
account of the attributes of such a Muslim society, one in which
genuine believers follow in the Messenger's footsteps and seek
only Allah's good pleasure. Some of their attributes are as fol-
lows:

e They worship Allah alone. (Surat al-Fatiha: 3)

e They have submitted themselves to Allah. (Surat at-
Tawba: 51)

e They are aware that they are weak before Allah's Presence.
(Surat al-Jinn: 22)

e They fear Allah, and strenuously avoid any form of moral-
ity that is displeasing to Him. (Surat ar-Ra'd: 21)

o They feel grateful to Allah under all circumstances and
conditions. (Surat al-Baqara: 172)

¢ They are forgiving and tolerant. (Surat al-Hijr: 85)
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¢ They are modest. (Surat al-Furqan: 63)

e They are compassionate and merciful. (Surat at-Tawba:
128)

e They enjoin the good and forbid evil. (Surah Al 'Imran:
104)

e They are in a mood of unity and solidarity. (Surah as-Saff:
4)

o They always advocate righteousness and justice, and
never support the wrongdoers. (Surat an-Nisa': 58, 105)

o They keep their promises. (Surat al-Baqara: 177)

¢ They turn away from profane talk. (Surat al-Furqan: 72)

o They are patient; hardships never deter them. (Surah Al
'Imran: 146; Surah Hud: 55)

e They are reliable and courageous. (Surah Yunus: 71)

¢ They abide by the principles of Islam. (Surat al-A'raf: 89)

e They do not force people to accept their ideas; they only
explain them. (Surat an-Nahl: 125)

e They do not seek to gain any interests in return for their ef-
forts. (Surat ash-Shura: 23)

e They do not avoid telling the truth. (Surat al-Ma'ida: 54)

e They take pleasure from arts and aesthetics.

e They are against bigotry and intolerance.

When these qualities become dominant, the moral degener-
ation, wars, cruelty, poverty, fraud, social disasters, troubles,
and hardships that currently prevail throughout the world
will be replaced by peace, security, justice, tolerance, friend-
ship, and charity, for the Qur'an's morality brings spiritual and
material wealth and beauty to humanity. In general, living by
the Qur'an will create everlasting solutions to all problems.
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With the verse: "O You who believe, enter Islam totally. Do
not follow in the footsteps of Devil. He is an outright enemy
to you" (Surat al-Baqara: 208), Allah summons people to live
by the Qur'an's values.

Those who reject their society's unjust customs and tradi-
tions and adhere to the Qur'an are, in the Qur'an's terminology,
those who "enter Islam." Otherwise, bigoted, insincere, fearful,
timid, narrow-minded, ignorant, unwise, and imprudent soci-
eties that harbor countless unjust beliefs come into existence.
Their members live only to satisfy their whims and desires,
pursue mundane goals, see no limits in immorality, and feel
overwhelmed by the pressure of the rules and principles that
stem from ignorant systems. Surely one would not expect to
lead a tolerant, civilized, peaceful, and secure life in such a so-
ciety.

For this reason, every person of faith must feel grateful to
Allah, for He granted sincere faith to all believers, guided
them to the truth, and honored them with getting to know our
Prophet (saas). The way to show this gratefulness is to display
fully the Qur'an's morality and to follow the Sunna of our
Prophet (saas). Refusing to do so is ungratefulness toward
Allah, an attitude that will be punished severely in the
Hereafter.
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CONCLUSION

hen people inquire about their religion, most

people say that they are Muslims. However,

many of them have not read the Qur'an, the
just Book of Islam, even once. However, as has been men-
tioned throughout this book, the Qur'an is the revelation of
Allah through which He introduces Himself and explains the
real purpose of our life of this world and the next, as well as
the attributes of moral perfection.

Leading a life unaware of Allah's expectations and being
satisfied with fabricated religions is not befitting to a person's
conscience and wisdom. Allah states that He sent down the
Qur'an for people to read:

We have sent it (the Qur'an) down with truth, and with

truth it has come down. We only sent you (O

Muhammad) to bring good news and to give warning.

We have divided up the Qur'an so that you can recite it

to humanity at intervals, and We have sent it down little

by little. (Surat al-Isra': 105-106)

The Qur'an is unique, and therefore far superior to any other
book. For this reason, the information that it contains is far su-
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perior to any other information. Every person who reads it
with a sincere intention and sees the miracles, unique wisdom,
and superiority that its verses convey will be guided to the
truth. Whether people believe in it or not, the Qur'an is a re-
minder to all the worlds and is a miracle of our Lord, as we
read in:

Say: "Believe in it or do not believe in it." Certainly,

when it is recited to them, those who were given knowl-

edge before it fall on their faces in prostration, saying;:

"Glory be to our Lord! The promise of our Lord is truly

fulfilled!" Weeping, they fall to the ground in prostra-

tion, and it (the Qur'an) increases them in humility.

(Surat al-Isra': 107-109)

A person is never too old to read the Qur'an, understand it,
and implement its commands in his or her life. This being the
case, a person must not be seized by Satan's whispered incite-
ments, such as: "You have not done it until today, so will it be of
any use if you do it from now on?" and be cautious about simi-
lar satanic advice. Allah will hold people responsible for their
most recent state. If a person, seeing the truth, turns to Allah
and the Qur'an and starts to lead a life seeking His good pleas-
ure, Mercy, and Paradise, Allah will accept his or her repen-
tance.

Thus, those who know that they will die one day and live an
eternal life, and who are aware of Paradise and Hell, must con-
sider their situation by conscience and wisdom and then de-
cide how to conduct themselves. What befits one's conscience
and wisdom is to lead one's life by seeking Allah's good pleas-
ure, His Mercy and Paradise, and to comply with His com-
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mands. As He states in the Qur'an:
Recite what has been revealed to you of your Lord's
Book. No one can change His Words. You will never
find any safe haven apart from Him. (Surat al-Kahf: 27)
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very detail in this universe points to a superior cre-

ation. By contrast, materialism, which seeks to deny

the fact of creation in the universe, is nothing but an
unscientific fallacy.

Once materialism is invalidated, all other theories based on
this philosophy are rendered baseless. Foremost of them is
Darwinism, that is, the theory of evolution. This theory, which
argues that life originated from inanimate matter through co-
incidences, has been demolished with the recognition that the
universe was created by Allah. American astrophysicist Hugh
Ross explains this as follows:

Atheism, Darwinism, and virtually all the "isms" emanating
from the eighteenth to the twentieth century philosophies are
built upon the assumption, the incorrect assumption, that the
universe is infinite. The singularity has brought us face to face
with the cause — or causer — beyond/behind/before the universe
and all that it contains, including life itself.!

It is Allah Who created the universe and Who designed it
down to its smallest detail. Therefore, it is impossible for the
theory of evolution, which holds that living beings are not cre-
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ated by Allah, but are products of coincidences, to be true.

Unsurprisingly, when we look at the theory of evolution, we
see that this theory is denounced by scientific findings. The de-
sign in life is extremely complex and striking. In the inanimate
world, for instance, we can explore how sensitive are the bal-
ances which atoms rest upon, and further, in the animate
world, we can observe in what complex designs these atoms
were brought together, and how extraordinary are the mecha-
nisms and structures such as proteins, enzymes, and cells,
which are manufactured with them.

This extraordinary design in life invalidated Darwinism at
the end of the twentieth century.

We have dealt with this subject in great detail in some of our
other studies, and shall continue to do so. However, we think
that, considering its importance, it will be helpful to make a
short summary here as well.

The Scientific Collapse of Darwinism

Although a doctrine going back as far as ancient Greece, the
theory of evolution was advanced extensively in the 19th cen-
tury. The most important development that made the theory
the top topic of the world of science was the book by Charles
Darwin titled The Origin of Species published in 1859. In this
book, Darwin denied that different living species on the earth
were created separately by Allah. According to Darwin, all liv-
ing beings had a common ancestor and they diversified over
time through small changes.

Darwin's theory was not based on any concrete scientific
finding; as he also accepted, it was just an "assumption."
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Moreover, as Darwin confessed in the long chapter of his book
titled "Difficulties of the Theory," the theory was failing in the
face of many critical questions.

Darwin invested all his hopes in new scientific discoveries,
which he expected to solve the "Difficulties of the Theory."
However, contrary to his expectations, scientific findings ex-
panded the dimensions of these difficulties.

The defeat of Darwinism against science can be reviewed
under three basic topics:

1) The theory can by no means explain how life originated on
the earth.

2) There is no scientific finding showing that the "evolution-
ary mechanisms" proposed by the theory have any power to
evolve at all.

3) The fossil record proves completely the contrary of the
suggestions of the theory of evolution.

In this section, we will examine these three basic points in
general outlines:

The First Insurmountable Step:

The Origin of Life

The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved
from a single living cell that emerged on the primitive earth 3.8
billion years ago. How a single cell could generate millions of
complex living species and, if such an evolution really oc-
curred, why traces of it cannot be observed in the fossil record
are some of the questions the theory cannot answer. However,
first and foremost, of the first step of the alleged evolutionary
process it has to be inquired: How did this "first cell" originate?
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Since the theory of evolution denies creation and does not ac-
cept any kind of supernatural intervention, it maintains that
the "first cell" originated coincidentally within the laws of na-
ture, without any design, plan, or arrangement. According to
the theory, inanimate matter must have produced a living cell
as a result of coincidences. This, however, is a claim inconsis-
tent with even the most unassailable rules of biology.

"Life Comes from Life"

In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The
primitive understanding of science in his time rested on the as-
sumption that living beings had a very simple structure. Since
medieval times, spontaneous generation, the theory asserting
that non-living materials came together to form living organ-
isms, had been widely accepted. It was commonly believed
that insects came into being from food leftovers, and mice
from wheat. Interesting experiments were conducted to prove
this theory. Some wheat was placed on a dirty piece of cloth,
and it was believed that mice would originate from it after a
while.

Similarly, worms developing in meat was assumed to be evi-
dence of spontaneous generation. However, only some time
later was it understood that worms did not appear on meat
spontaneously, but were carried there by flies in the form of
larvae, invisible to the naked eye.

Even in the period when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species,
the belief that bacteria could come into existence from non-liv-
ing matter was widely accepted in the world of science.

However, five years after the publication of Darwin's book,
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Louis Pasteur announced his results after long studies and ex-
periments, which disproved spontaneous generation, a corner-
stone of Darwin's theory. In his triumphal lecture at the
Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur said, "Never will the doctrine of spon-
taneous generation recover from the mortal blow struck by this sim-
ple experiment."2

Advocates of the theory of evolution resisted the findings of
Pasteur for a long time. However, as the development of sci-
ence unraveled the complex structure of the cell of a living
being, the idea that life could come into being coincidentally
faced an even greater impasse.

Inconclusive Efforts

in the Twentieth Century

The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of
life in the twentieth century was the renowned Russian biolo-
gist Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the
1930's, he tried to prove that the cell of a living being could
originate by coincidence. These studies, however, were
doomed to failure, and Oparin had to make the following con-
fession: "Unfortunately, however, the problem of the origin of
the cell is perhaps the most obscure point in the whole study of
the evolution of organisms."

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experi-
ments to solve the problem of the origin of life. The best known
of these experiments was carried out by American chemist
Stanley Miller in 1953. Combining the gases he alleged to have
existed in the primordial earth's atmosphere in an experiment
set-up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthesized
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several organic molecules (amino acids) present in the struc-
ture of proteins.

Barely a few years had passed before it was revealed that this
experiment, which was then presented as an important step in
the name of evolution, was invalid, the atmosphere used in the
experiment having been very different from real earth condi-
tions.4

After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere
medium he used was unrealistic.5

All the evolutionist efforts put forth throughout the twenti-
eth century to explain the origin of life ended with failure. The
geochemist Jeffrey Bada from San Diego Scripps Institute ac-
cepts this fact in an article published in Earth Magazine in
1998:

Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest
unsolved problem that we had when we entered the twentieth

century: How did life originate on Earth?6

The Complex Structure of Life

The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in
such a big impasse about the origin of life is that even the liv-
ing organisms deemed the simplest have incredibly complex
structures. The cell of a living being is more complex than all of
the technological products produced by man. Today, even in
the most developed laboratories of the world, a living cell can-
not be produced by bringing organic chemicals together.

The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too
great in quantity to be explained away by coincidences. The

76



The Evolution Misconception

probability of proteins, the building blocks of cell, being syn-
thesized coincidentally, is 1 in 1090 for an average protein
made up of 500 amino acids. In mathematics, a probability
smaller than 1 over 10%0 is practically considered to be impos-
sible.

The DN A molecule, which is located in the nucleus of the cell
and which stores genetic information, is an incredible data-
bank. It is calculated that if the information coded in DNA
were written down, this would make a giant library consisting
of 900 volumes of encyclopaedias of 500 pages each.

A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: the DNA
can only replicate with the help of some specialized proteins
(enzymes). However, the synthesis of these enzymes can only
be realized by the information coded in DNA. As they both de-
pend on each other, they have to exist at the same time for
replication. This brings the scenario that life originated by it-
self to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolutionist of repute
from the University of San Diego, California, confesses this fact
in the September 1994 issue of the Scientific American maga-
zine:

It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of
which are structurally complex, arose spontaneously in the same
place at the same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one
without the other. And so, at first glance, one might have to con-
clude that life could never, in fact, have originated by chemical

means. 7

No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated from
natural causes, then it has to be accepted that life was "created"
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in a supernatural way. This fact explicitly invalidates the the-
ory of evolution, whose main purpose is to deny creation.

Imaginary Mechanisms of Evolution

The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is
that both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary
mechanisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolu-
tionary power.

Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the mecha-
nism of "natural selection". The importance he placed on this
mechanism was evident in the name of his book: The Origin of
Species, By Means Of Natural Selection. ..

Natural selection holds that those living things that are
stronger and more suited to the natural conditions of their
habitats will survive in the struggle for life. For example, in a
deer herd under the threat of attack by wild animals, those that
can run faster will survive. Therefore, the deer herd will be
comprised of faster and stronger individuals. However, un-
questionably, this mechanism will not cause deer to evolve
and transform themselves into another living species, for in-
stance, horses.

Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no evolu-
tionary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and had to
state this in his book The Origin of Species:

Natural selection can do nothing until favourable individual dif-

ferences or variations occur.8

Lamarck's Impact
So, how could these "favourable variations" occur? Darwin
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tried to answer this question from the standpoint of the primi-
tive understanding of science in his age. According to the French
biologist Lamarck, who lived before Darwin, living creatures
passed on the traits they acquired during their lifetime to the
next generation and these traits, accumulating from one genera-
tion to another, caused new species to be formed. For instance,
according to Lamarck, giraffes evolved from antelopes; as they
struggled to eat the leaves of high trees, their necks were ex-
tended from generation to generation.

Darwin also gave similar examples, and in his book The
Origin of Species, for instance, said that some bears going into
water to find food transformed themselves into whales over
time.?

However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Mendel and
verified by the science of genetics that flourished in the 20th
century, utterly demolished the legend that acquired traits
were passed on to subsequent generations. Thus, natural selec-
tion fell out of favour as an evolutionary mechanism.

Neo-Darwinism and Mutations

In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern
Synthetic Theory", or as it is more commonly known, Neo-
Darwinism, at the end of the 1930's. Neo-Darwinism added
mutations, which are distortions formed in the genes of living
beings because of external factors such as radiation or replica-
tion errors, as the "cause of favourable variations" in addition
to natural mutation.

Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is
Neo-Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living
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beings present on the earth formed as a result of a process
whereby numerous complex organs of these organisms such
as the ears, eyes, lungs, and wings, underwent "mutations,"
that is, genetic disorders. Yet, there is an outright scientific fact
that totally undermines this theory: Mutations do not cause
living beings to develop; on the contrary, they always cause
harm to them.

The reason for this is very simple: the DNA has a very com-
plex structure and random effects can only cause harm to it.
American geneticist B. G. Ranganathan explains this as fol-
lows:

First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most
mutations are harmful since they are random, rather than or-
derly changes in the structure of genes; any random change in a
highly ordered system will be for the worse, not for the better. For
example, if an earthquake were to shake a highly ordered struc-
ture such as a building, there would be a random change in the
framework of the building which, in all probability, would not be
an improvement.10

Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful, that
is, which is observed to develop the genetic code, has been ob-
served so far. All mutations have proved to be harmful. It was
understood that mutation, which is presented as an "evolu-
tionary mechanism," is actually a genetic occurrence that
harms living beings, and leaves them disabled. (The most
common effect of mutation on human beings is cancer). No
doubt, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolutionary
mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do
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nothing by itself" as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us
that there is no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no
evolutionary mechanism exists, neither could any imaginary
process called evolution have taken place.

The Fossil Record:

No Sign of Intermediate Forms

The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the the-
ory of evolution did not take place is the fossil record.

According to the theory of evolution, every living species has
sprung from a predecessor. A previously existing species
turned into something else in time and all species have come
into being in this way. According to the theory, this transfor-
mation proceeds gradually over millions of years.

Had this been the case, then numerous intermediary species
should have existed and lived within this long transformation
period.

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived
in the past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition
to the fish traits they already had. Or there should have existed
some reptile-birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition
to the reptilian traits they already had. Since these would be in
a transitional phase, they should be disabled, defective, crip-
pled living beings. Evolutionists refer to these imaginary crea-
tures, which they believe to have lived in the past, as
"transitional forms."

If such animals had really existed, there should be millions
and even billions of them in number and variety. More impor-
tantly, the remains of these strange creatures should be present
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in the fossil record. In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained:

If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties, linking
most closely all of the species of the same group together must as-
suredly have existed... Consequently, evidence of their former ex-

istence could be found only amongst fossil remains.1!

Darwin's Hopes Shattered

However, although evolutionists have been making strenu-
ous efforts to find fossils since the middle of the 19th century
all over the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncov-
ered. All the fossils unearthed in excavations showed that,
contrary to the expectations of evolutionists, life appeared on
earth all of a sudden and fully-formed.

A famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this
fact, even though he is an evolutionist:

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail,
whether at the level of orders or of species, we find - over and over
again - not gradual evolution, but the sudden explosion of one
group at the expense of another.12
This means that in the fossil record, all living species sud-
denly emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate forms
in between. This is just the opposite of Darwin's assumptions.
Also, it is very strong evidence that living beings are created.
The only explanation of a living species emerging suddenly
and complete in every detail without any evolutionary ances-
tor can be that this species was created. This fact is admitted
also by the widely known evolutionist biologist Douglas
Futuyma:
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Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible expla-
nations for the origin of living things. Organisms either appeared
on the earth fully developed or they did not. If they did not, they
must have developed from pre-existing species by some process of
modification. If they did appear in a fully developed state, they
must indeed have been created by some omnipotent intelligence.13

Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and in a
perfect state on the earth. That means that "the origin of species" is,
contrary to Darwin's supposition, not evolution but creation.

The Tale of Human Evolution

The subject most often brought up by the advocates of the the-
ory of evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The
Darwinist claim holds that the modern men of today evolved
from some kind of ape-like creatures. During this alleged evolu-
tionary process, which is supposed to have started 4-5 million
years ago, it is claimed that there existed some "transitional
forms" between modern man and his ancestors. According to
this completely imaginary scenario, four basic "categories" are
listed:

1. Australopithecus

2. Homo habilis

3. Homo erectus

4. Homo sapiens

Evolutionists call the so-called first ape-like ancestors of men
"Australopithecus” which means "South African ape." These liv-
ing beings are actually nothing but an old ape species that has
become extinct. Extensive research done on various
Australopithecus specimens by two world famous anatomists

83



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

from England and the USA, namely, Lord Solly Zuckerman
and Prof. Charles Oxnard, has shown that these belonged to an
ordinary ape species that became extinct and bore no resem-
blance to humans.!4

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as
"homo," that is "man." According to the evolutionist claim, the
living beings in the Homo series are more developed than
Australopithecus. Evolutionists devise a fanciful evolution
scheme by arranging different fossils of these creatures in a
particular order. This scheme is imaginary because it has never
been proved that there is an evolutionary relation between
these different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the most important
proponents of the theory of evolution in the twentieth century,
contends in his book One Long Arqument that "particularly his-
torical [puzzles] such as the origin of life or of Homo sapiens, are ex-
tremely difficult and may even vresist a final, satisfying
explanation."15

By outlining the link chain as "Australopithecus > Homo habilis
> Homo erectus > Homo sapiens,” evolutionists imply that each
of these species is one another's ancestor. However, recent
findings of paleoanthropologists have revealed that
Australopithecus, Homo habilis and Homo erectus lived at
different parts of the world at the same time.16

Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo
erectus have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens
neandarthalensis and Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-ex-
isted in the same region.!”

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim
that they are ancestors of one another. A paleontologist from
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Harvard University, Stephen Jay Gould, explains this deadlock
of the theory of evolution although he is an evolutionist him-
self:

What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting line-
ages of hominids (A. africanus, the robust australopithecines,
and H. habilis), none clearly derived from another? Moreover,
none of the three display any evolutionary trends during their
tenure on earth.18

Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is sought
to be upheld with the help of various drawings of some "half
ape, half human" creatures appearing in the media and course
books, that is, frankly, by means of propaganda, is nothing but
a tale with no scientific ground.

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and re-
spected scientists in the U.K., who carried out research on this
subject for years, and particularly studied Australopithecus fos-
sils for 15 years, finally concluded, despite being an evolution-
ist himself, that there is, in fact, no such family tree branching
out from ape-like creatures to man.

Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science."
He formed a spectrum of sciences ranging from those he con-
sidered scientific to those he considered unscientific.
According to Zuckerman's spectrum, the most "scientific" —
that is, depending on concrete data — fields of science are chem-
istry and physics. After them come the biological sciences and
then the social sciences. At the far end of the spectrum, which
is the part considered to be most "unscientific," are "extra-sen-
sory perception” — concepts such as telepathy and sixth sense —
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and finally "human evolution." Zuckerman explains his rea-

soning;:
We then move right off the register of objective truth into those
fields of presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception
or the interpretation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful
[evolutionist] anything is possible - and where the ardent be-
liever [in evolution] is sometimes able to believe several contra-
dictory things at the same time.1

The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the
prejudiced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain
people, who blindly adhere to their theory.

Technology In The Eye and The Ear

Another subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary
theory is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the
ear.

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly an-
swer the question of "how we see". Light rays coming from an
object fall oppositely on the retina of the eye. Here, these light
rays are transmitted into electric signals by cells and they
reach a tiny spot at the back of the brain called the centre of vi-
sion. These electric signals are perceived in this centre of the
brain as an image after a series of processes. With this technical
background, let us do some thinking.

The brain is insulated from light. That means that the inside
of the brain is solid dark, and light does not reach the location
where the brain is situated. The place called the centre of vi-
sion is a solid dark place where no light ever reaches; it may
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even be the darkest place you have ever known. However, you
observe a luminous, bright world in this pitch darkness.

The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that
even the technology of the 20th century has not been able to at-
tain it. For instance, look at the book you read, your hands with
which you hold it, then lift your head and look around you.
Have you ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one
at any other place? Even the most developed television screen
produced by the greatest television producer in the world can-
not provide such a sharp image for you. This is a three-dimen-
sional, colored, and extremely sharp image. For more than 100
years, thousands of engineers have been trying to achieve this
sharpness. Factories, huge premises were established, much
research has been done, plans and designs have been made for
this purpose. Again, look at a TV screen and the book you hold
in your hands. You will see that there is a big difference in
sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the TV screen shows you
a two-dimensional image, whereas with your eyes, you watch
a three-dimensional perspective having depth.

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to
make a three-dimensional TV, and reach the vision quality of
the eye. Yes, they have made a three-dimensional television
system but it is not possible to watch it without putting on
glasses; moreover, it is only an artificial three-dimension. The
background is more blurred, the foreground appears like a
paper setting. Never has it been possible to produce a sharp
and distinct vision like that of the eye. In both the camera and
the television, there is a loss of image quality.

Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp
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and distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if some-
body told you that the television in your room was formed as a
result of chance, that all its atoms just happened to come to-
gether and make up this device that produces an image, what
would you think? How can atoms do what thousands of peo-
ple cannot?

If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye
could not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident
that the eye and the image seen by the eye could not have been
formed by chance. The same situation applies to the ear. The
outer ear picks up the available sounds by the auricle and di-
rects them to the middle ear; the middle ear transmits the
sound vibrations by intensifying them; the inner ear sends
these vibrations to the brain by translating them into electric
signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hearing finalises in the
centre of hearing in the brain.

The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the
brain is insulated from sound just like it is from light: it does
not let any sound in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the out-
side, the inside of the brain is completely silent. Nevertheless,
the sharpest sounds are perceived in the brain. In your brain,
which is insulated from sound, you listen to the symphonies of
an orchestra, and hear all the noises in a crowded place.
However, if the sound level in your brain was measured by a
precise device at that moment, it would be seen that a com-
plete silence is prevailing there.

As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been
spent in trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful
to the original. The results of these efforts are sound recorders,
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high-fidelity systems, and systems for sensing sound. Despite
all this technology and the thousands of engineers and experts
who have been working on this endeavour, no sound has yet
been obtained that has the same sharpness and clarity as the
sound perceived by the ear. Think of the highest-quality HI-FI
systems produced by the biggest company in the music indus-
try. Even in these devices, when sound is recorded some of it is
lost; or when you turn on a HI-FI you always hear a hissing
sound before the music starts. However, the sounds that are
the products of the technology of the human body are ex-
tremely sharp and clear. A human ear never perceives a sound
accompanied by a hissing sound or with atmospherics as does
HI-FIL; it perceives sound exactly as it is, sharp and clear. This is
the way it has been since the creation of man.

So far, no visual or recording apparatus produced by man
has been as sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data
as are the eye and the ear.

However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far
greater fact lies beyond all this.

To Whom Does the Consciousness

that Sees and Hears Within the Brain Belong?

Who is it that watches an alluring world in its brain, listens to
symphonies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose?

The stimulations coming from the eyes, ears, and nose of a
human being travel to the brain as electro-chemical nervous
impulses. In biology, physiology, and biochemistry books, you
can find many details about how this image forms in the brain.
However, you will never come across the most important fact
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about this subject: Who is it that perceives these electro-chemi-
cal nervous impulses as images, sounds, odours and sensory
events in the brain? There is a consciousness in the brain that
perceives all this without feeling any need for eye, ear, and
nose. To whom does this consciousness belong? There is no
doubt that this consciousness does not belong to the nerves,
the fat layer and neurons comprising the brain. This is why
Darwinist-materialists, who believe that everything is com-
prised of matter, cannot give any answer to these questions.

For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah. The
spirit needs neither the eye to watch the images, nor the ear to
hear the sounds. Furthermore, nor does it need the brain to
think.

Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should
ponder on Almighty Allah, should fear Him and seek refuge in
Him, He Who squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark
place of a few cubic centimetres in a three-dimensional, col-
ored, shadowy, and luminous form.

A Materialist Faith

The information we have presented so far shows us that the
theory of evolution is a claim evidently at variance with scien-
tific findings. The theory's claim on the origin of life is incon-
sistent with science, the evolutionary mechanisms it proposes
have no evolutionary power, and fossils demonstrate that the
intermediate forms required by the theory never existed. So, it
certainly follows that the theory of evolution should be
pushed aside as an unscientific idea. This is how many ideas
such as the earth-centered universe model have been taken out
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of the agenda of science throughout history.

However, the theory of evolution is pressingly kept on the
agenda of science. Some people even try to represent criticisms
directed against the theory as an "attack on science." Why?

The reason is that the theory of evolution is an indispensable
dogmatic belief for some circles. These circles are blindly de-
voted to materialist philosophy and adopt Darwinism because
it is the only materialist explanation that can be put forward
for the workings of nature.

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to
time. A well known geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist,
Richard C. Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that
he is "first and foremost a materialist and then a scientist":

It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow
compel us accept a material explanation of the phenomenal
world, but, on the contrary, that we are forced by our a priori ad-
herence to material causes to create an apparatus of investigation
and a set of concepts that produce material explanations, no mat-
ter how counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the
uninitiated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we cannot
allow a Divine Foot in the door. 20

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept
alive just for the sake of adherence to the materialist philoso-
phy. This dogma maintains that there is no being save matter.
Therefore, it argues that inanimate, unconscious matter cre-
ated life. It insists that millions of different living species; for
instance, birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees, flowers,
whales and human beings originated as a result of the interac-
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tions between matter such as the pouring rain, the lightning
flash, etc., out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary
both to reason and science. Yet Darwinists continue to defend
it just so as "not to allow a Divine Foot in the door."

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with
a materialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living be-
ings are works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise and
All-Knowing. This Creator is Allah, Who created the whole
universe from non-existence, designed it in the most perfect
form, and fashioned all living beings.

The Theory of Evolution
is the Most Potent Spell in the World

It needs to be made clear that anyone free of prejudice and
the influence of any particular ideology, who uses only his rea-
son and logic, will clearly understand that belief in the theory
of evolution, which brings to mind the superstitions of soci-
eties with no knowledge of science or civilization, is quite im-
possible.

As has been explained above, those who believe in the the-
ory of evolution think that a few atoms and molecules thrown
into a huge vat could produce thinking, reasoning professors,
university students, scientists such as Einstein and Galileo,
artists such as Humphrey Bogart, Frank Sinatra and Pavarotti,
as well as antelopes, lemon trees and carnations. Moreover, the
scientists and professors who believe in this nonsense are edu-
cated people. That is why it is quite justifiable to speak of the
theory of evolution as "the most potent spell in history." Never
before has any other belief or idea so taken away peoples'
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powers of reason, refused to allow them to think intelligently
and logically and hidden the truth from them as if they had
been blindfolded. This is an even worse and unbelievable
blindness than the Egyptians worshipping the Sun God Ra,
totem worship in some parts of Africa, the people of Saba wor-
shipping the Sun, the tribe of the Prophet Ibrahim worship-
ping idols they had made with their own hands or the people
of the Prophet Musa worshipping the Golden Calf.

In fact, this situation is a lack of reason pointed to by Allah in
the Qur'an. He reveals in many verses that some peoples'
minds will be closed and that they will be powerless to see the
truth. Some of these verses are as follows:

As for those who disbelieve, it makes no difference to them

whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not be-

lieve. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing and over
their eyes is a blindfold. They will have a terrible punishment.

(Surat al-Baqara: 6-7)

... They have hearts they do not understand with. They have

eyes they do not see with. They have ears they do not hear with.

Such people are like cattle. No, they are even further astray!

They are the unaware. (Surat al-A'raf: 179)

Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they

spent the day ascending through it, they would only say, "Our

eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a

spell!" (Surat al-Hijr: 14-15)

Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this spell
should hold such a wide community in thrall, keep people
from the truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is under-
standable that one or a few people might believe in impossible

93



TAKING THE QUR'AN AS A GUIDE

scenarios and claims full of stupidity and illogicality.
However, "magic" is the only possible explanation for people
from all over the world believing that unconscious and lifeless
atoms suddenly decided to come together and form a universe
that functions with a flawless system of organization, disci-
pline, reason and consciousness, the planet Earth with all its
features so perfectly suited to life, and living things full of
countless complex systems.

In fact, Allah reveals in the Qur'an in the incident of the
Prophet Musa, peace be upon him, and Pharaoh that some
people who support atheistic philosophies actually influence
others by magic. When Pharaoh was told about the true reli-
gion, he told the Prophet Musa to meet with his own magi-
cians. When the Prophet Musa did so, he told them to
demonstrate their abilities first. The verses continue:

He said, "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a spell on

the people's eyes and caused them to feel great fear of them.

They produced an extremely powerful magic. (Surat A'raf: 116)

As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to deceive
everyone, apart from the Prophet Musa, peace be upon him,
and those who believed in him. However, the evidence put
forward by the Prophet Musa broke that spell, or "swallowed
up what they had forged" as the verse puts it.

We revealed to Musa, "Throw down your staff." And it imme-

diately swallowed up what they had forged. So the Truth took

place and what they did was shown to be false. (Surat al-A'raf:

117-119)

As we can see from that verse, when it was realized that
what these people who had first cast a spell over others had
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done was just an illusion, they lost all credibility. In the present
day too, unless those who under the influence of a similar spell
believe in these ridiculous claims under their scientific dis-
guise and spend their lives defending them abandon them,
they too will be humiliated when the full truth emerges and
the spell is broken. In fact, Malcolm Muggeridge, an atheist
philosopher and supporter of evolution admitted he was wor-
ried by just that prospect:
I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially the
extent to which it's been applied, will be one of the great jokes in
the history books in the future. Posterity will marvel that so very
flimsy and dubious an hypothesis could be accepted with the in-
credible credulity that it has.21
That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon
see that "chance" is not a god, and will look back on the theory
of evolution as the worst deceit and the most terrible spell in
the world. That spell is already rapidly beginning to be lifted
from the shoulders of people all over the world. Many people
who see the true face of the theory of evolution are wondering
with amazement how it was that they were ever taken in by it.
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