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Some individuals, unaware of Allah’s clear commands and prohibitions
in the Qur’an, live their lives according to their own whims and desires.
But life is short and will one day end, along with everything else. At that
moment, they will be confronted with the punishment of Hell that has
been prepared for all those who did not seek to please Him while living
in this temporary world.

In the Qur’an, Allah defines unawareness as a lack of awareness and
careless attitude regarding the clear evidences of His existence and the
evidence of His commands and prohibitions. Unawareness is a great dan-
ger for those who are heedless and do not submit to Allah sincerely,
because those who are being drawn into unawareness, or who are already
unaware, do not understand their situation properly. And even if they are
aware of this danger, they do not care. Therefore, read this book in the
knowledge that some degree of unawareness might exist within you and
then do your best to overcome it. As Allah states in the Qur'an: “No
indeed! Truly humanity is unbridled, seeing himself as self-sufficient”
(Surat al-‘Alaq: 6-7).

This book describes unawareness according to the Qur’an and warns
people against its subtle danger.

About the Author

The author, who writes under the pen-name Harun
Yahya, was born in Ankara in 1956. He studied arts at
Istanbul’'s Mimar Sinan University, and philosophy at
Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, the author has pub-
lished many books on political, faith-related and scientif-
ic issues. Greatly appreciated all around the world,
these works have been instrumental in helping many to
return their faith in Allah, and, in many others, to gain a
deeper insight into their faith. Harun Yahya's books ap-
peal to all kinds of readers, regardless of their age, race, or nationality, for they
focus on one objective: to broaden the reader's perspective by encouraging him
or her to think about a number of critical issues, such as the existence of Allah and
His unity, and to live by the values He prescribed for them.
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TO THE READER

A special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of evolution
because this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual philosophies. Since
Darwinism rejects the fact of creation—and therefore, Allah’s Existence—over
the last 140 years it has caused many people to abandon their faith or fall into
doubt. It is therefore an imperative service, a very important duty to show every-
one that this theory is a deception. Since some readers may find the chance to
read only one of our book, we think it appropriate to devote a chapter to sum-
marize this subject.

All the author’s books explain faith-related issues in light of Qur'anic vers-
es, and invite readers to learn Allah’s words and to live by them. All the subjects
concerning Allah’s verses are explained so as to leave no doubt or room for ques-
tions in the reader’'s mind. The books’ sincere, plain, and fluent style ensure that
everyone of every age and from every social group can easily understand them.
Thanks to their effective, lucid narrative, they can be read at a one sitting. Even
those who rigorously reject spirituality are influenced by the facts these books
document and cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This and all the other books by the author can be read individually, or dis-
cussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from the books will find discussion
very useful, letting them relate their reflections and experiences to one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to the publica-
tion and reading of these books, written solely for the pleasure of Allah. The
author’s books are all extremely convincing. For this reason, to communicate true
religion to others, one of the most effective methods is encouraging them to read
these books.

We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other books at the
back of this book. His rich source material on faith-related issues is very useful,
and a pleasure to read.

In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the author’s per-
sonal views, explanations based on dubious sources, styles that are unobservant
of the respect and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hopeless, pessimistic

arguments that create doubts in the mind and deviations in the heart.



UNAWARENESS:
A SLY THREAT

Mankind’s Reckoning has drawn very close
to them, yet they heedlessly turn away. No fresh
reminder comes to them from their Lord without
their listening to it as if it was a game.
(Surat al-Anbiya’: 1-2)

HARUN YAHYA
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cation in Ankara, he studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University and
philosophy at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has published many
books on political, scientific, and faith-related issues. Harun Yahya is well-
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prophets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and the Sunnah (teachings of
the Prophet [may Allah bless him and grant him peace]), the author makes
it his purpose to disprove each fundamental tenet of irreligious ideologies
and to have the "last word," so as to completely silence the objections raised
against religion. He uses the seal of the final Prophet (may Allah bless him
and grant him peace), who attained ultimate wisdom and moral perfection,
as a sign of his intention to offer the last word.

All of Harun Yahya's works share one single goal: to convey the Qur'an's
message, encourage readers to consider basic faith-related issues such as
Allah's existence and unity and the Hereafter; and to expose irreligious sys-
tems' feeble foundations and perverted ideolo-
gies.

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in
many countries, from India to America,
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Serbo-Croat (Bosnian), Polish, Malay, Uygur Turkish, Indonesian, Bengali,
Danish and Swedish.

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have been instru-
mental in many people recovering faith in Allah and gaining deeper insights
into their faith. His books' wisdom and sincerity, together with a distinct style
that's easy to understand, directly affect anyone who reads them. Those who
seriously consider these books, can no longer advocate atheism or any other
perverted ideology or materialistic philosophy, since these books are charac-
terized by rapid effectiveness, definite results, and irrefutability. Even if they
continue to do so, it will be only a sentimental insistence, since these books
refute such ideologies from their very foundations. All contemporary move-
ments of denial are now ideologically defeated, thanks to the books written
by Harun Yahya.

This is no doubt a result of the Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The author
modestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's search for Allah's right
path. No material gain is sought in the publication of these works.

Those who encourage others to read these books, to open their minds and
hearts and guide them to become more devoted servants of Allah, render an
invaluable service.

Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to propagate other
books that create confusion in people's minds, lead them into ideological
chaos, and that clearly have no strong and precise effects in removing the
doubts in people's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is
impossible for books devised to emphasize the author's literary power rather
than the noble goal of saving people from loss of faith, to have such a great
effect. Those who doubt this can readily see that the sole aim of Harun Yahya's
books is to overcome disbelief and to disseminate the Qur'an's moral values.
The success and impact of this service are manifested in the readers' convic-
tion.

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cru-
elty, conflict, and other ordeals endured by the vast majority of people is the
ideological prevalence of disbelief. This can be ended only with the ideologi-
cal defeat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and Qur'anic
morality so that people can live by it. Considering the state of the world today,
leading into a downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, clearly
this service must be provided speedily and effectively, or it may be too late.

In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role. By the will
of Allah, these books will be a means through which people in the twenty-first
century will attain the peace, justice, and happiness promised in the Qur'an.
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INTRODUCTION

The happy and joyful movements of a small child amuse
people. The hard decisions and reactions to events that are
so important to adults, such as economic crises, natural dis-
asters, wars, and oppression, have no meaning for them. As
long as they are not hungry or thirsty or have lost a toy, they
live in contentment, unaware of what is going on around them.
And as long as they are content, they unconsciously go on
sleeping, playing, and laughing.

However, although it may not be obvious at first, many
people are hardly different from children when it comes to
their level of awareness. This characteristic is especially evi-
dent in their lack of appreciation for such important matters as
Allah’s (God’s) existence and the Hereafter, the purpose of
their creation, the certainty of death, and the account they will
give to Him in the Hereafter for every action or thought while
alive.

Most people live according to their own desires and
intentions, unaware of Allah’s commands and prohibitions,
even though He informs us of them through clear signs. They
only want to enjoy the world’s pleasures, be happy, and sat-
isfy their own egos. They pursue its temporary allurements to
the exclusion of all else, working all their lives to get what they
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want. Their greatest worries are that their efforts be in vain
and that they will lose what they already have.

However, this short life and everything pertaining to it will
one day come to an end. Unaware of the eternal punishment
awaiting all those who lived their lives without making any
attempt to please Allah, they head toward the Day of
Judgment—a day of great fear and distress for them. But they
continue to desire the world’s transitory allurements and
worry only about losing them.

This unconscious, insensible, and uninterested attitude,
which they insist upon following despite His clear evidences,
commands, and warnings, is known as “unawareness.”

Allah has created blessings, including their own bodies
and many beautiful things wherever they may look, to remind
human beings of His existence. At every moment and in every
place, we see that creation is imbued with countless wonders:

In the creation of the heavens and Earth, and the alter-

nation of the night and day, and the ships that sail the

seas to people’s benefit, and the water that Allah sends
down from the sky-by which He brings the ground to life
when it was dead and scatters about in it creatures of
every kind-and the varying direction of the winds, and
the clouds subservient between heaven and Earth, there
are Signs for people who use their intellect. (Surat al-

Bagara: 164)

Think of everything that happens and everything you see
while you are awake. When you get up and look in the mirror,
you see your body regenerated after a long sleep and notice
how it continues to function perfectly without your interfer-

Adnan Oktar
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ence. You see your body just as it was yesterday—your sym-
metrical and esthetically shaped body that started from the
division of a single cell and now contains about 100 ftrillion of
them; your body in which hundreds of complex functions
occur in a perfect sequence of which you are not even aware.

But most people pay no attention to these facts. When
looking in the mirror, all they see is what their face generally
looks like or if their hair is combed. They think of nothing
except work, school, or what they are going to do that day.
Thus they fail to realize that every new day offers them anoth-
er opportunity to draw closer to Allah. Perhaps this will be
their last opportunity to do so, for this might be their last day
on Earth. Most people, who cannot appreciate the value of
this opportunity, generally busy themselves with trying to
please only themselves or others. We can explain this with the
following example:

Think of a general knowledge quiz. The winner will win a
great deal of money. How will the contestants behave during
the contest? Will they look around distractedly instead of lis-
tening to the questions and thinking of the answers? Will they
criticize the host’s shirt, tone of voice, or hairstyle? Instead of
concentrating on the answer, will they think about what they
are going to do or wear tomorrow?

Quite the contrary. The contestants would listen careful-
ly to the host and try to use the limited time in the best possi-
ble way. They would concentrate on coming up with the
answers by being interested in nothing except the matter at
hand. If they were to engage in the type of meaningless
behavior just cited, then we would think that they are bewil-
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dered, have a closed mind, or are irrational; in other words,
unaware.

But many people have fallen into a far more serious state
of unawareness: a way of life that is completely divorced from
Allah’s commands and prohibitions. This condition is caused
by their unawareness that He created them only to serve Him.

Unawareness poses a severe threat to everyone who is
careless and fails to submit to Allah sincerely. Such people
continue to be unaware of their true situation until they begin
to sincerely abide by the Qur'an’s commands and prohibi-
tions and do their best to remain aware at all times. Therefore,
all readers of this book should acknowledge the possibility
that they could have a certain degree of unawareness within
themselves and realize that no one is immune to or safe from
this insidious danger: Allah says in the Qur’an: “No indeed!
Truly humanity is unbridled, seeing himself as self-sufficient”
(Surat al-‘Alag: 6-7). After people set aside their imaginary
immunity and accept the Qur’an as their guide, they can ana-
lyze their situation, try to correct their errors and mistakes,
and eventually overcome their unawareness. The main reason
why people persist in their unawareness, thereby allowing it to
grow stronger every day, is that they are content with their
own supposed perfection.

This book aims to familiarize readers with the idea of
unawareness in the Qur'an and to warn them against this
insidious threat, help them determine if they have fallen into a
state of unawareness or ignorance and show them to escape
it, and call upon believers to be careful and alert at all times in
order to avoid satan’s traps.

Adnan Oktar
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THE STATE OF UNAWARENESS

Unawareness, as briefly defined in the introduction, is the
condition of those people who are either unaware of Allah’s
existence and the Hereafter, or, if they are aware, do not have
the requisite sense of responsibility. As a result, they are
unaware and careless. Sometimes, believers can become
temporarily unaware due to a transient forgetfulness or dis-
traction. In the case of unbelievers or those who ascribe
equals to Allah, this can be a life-long condition that affects
every aspect of life.

Many people do not wonder why they were created;
rather, they dally in the desires of their egos and therefore lead
empty and useless lives. Following the logic of “living for the
moment,” they seek to attain only the best and to enjoy as
many of the world’s pleasures as they can. For them, what
counts is making the best of their time, imagining that “we only
have one life.” Thus, they try to fill their allotted days with as
much pleasure and enjoyment as possible. They know they are
going to die, and yet they are unaware of the eternal punish-
ment awaiting them in Hell. And because they cannot conceive
of Allah’s supreme power, they underestimate just how severe
this punishment will be. (For details, see Harun Yahya’s Death,
Resurrection, Hell). Some of the related verses areas follows:
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If only you could see those who do wrong at the time
when they see the punishment, that truly all strength
belongs to Allah , and that He is severe in punishment.
(Surat al-Bagara: 165)

That Day no one will punish as He punishes, and no one
will shackle as He shackles. (Surat al-Fajr: 25-26)

When they are flung into it (Hell), they will hear it gasp-
ing harshly as it seethes. It all but bursts with rage. Each
time a group is flung into it, its custodians will ask them:
“Did no warner come to you?” (Surat al-Mulk: 7-8)

Hell will suffice as a Searing Blaze! As for those who
reject Our Signs, We will roast them in a Fire. Every time
their skins are burned off, We will replace them with
new skins so that they can taste the punishment. Allah

is Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat an-Nisa’: 55-56)

Most unaware individuals know of Allah’s existence but
do not have an accurate knowledge of Islam. Therefore, they
do not submit to Him. As a result, their lack of absolute trust
in Him causes them to experience deep pain and sorrow
when confronted with difficult and distressing situations. The
smallest anxiety is enough to upset their lives, and they are
known for their pessimism, unhappiness, and depression.

They pass long periods doing useless and meaningless
things, which they call “being busy.” But this “useless busy-
ness,” which makes them feel so important and indispens-
able, is just an empty distraction that fans the flames of their
unawareness. In the Qur’an, Allah describes these vain dis-
tractions:

Adnan Oktar
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It may be that those who are unbelievers will wish that
they had been Muslims. Leave them to eat and enjoy
themselves. Let false hope divert them. They will soon
know. (Surat al-Hijr: 2-3)

Unawareness is like an insidious disease that engulfs
those who have forgotten Allah and the Hereafter, that anes-
thetizes the mind and shrouds the intelligence. This drowsy
unawareness prevents them from understanding the realities
that assail and await them. Despite their power to see and
hear, such people can no longer accurately interpret and
judge what they see and hear. In fact, it shrouds their minds
to such an extent that they spend all of their time trying to sat-
isfy the endless desires of their egos. They can think of noth-
ing else, for they have already transformed their desires and
passions into deities:

Have you seen him who has taken his whims and

desires to be his deity? Will you, then, be his guardian?

Do you suppose that most of them hear or understand?

They are just like cattle. Indeed, they are even further

astray! (Surat al-Furqgan: 43-44)

One important aspect of unawareness is its ability to
alienate people from reality and cause them to live in a dream
world. For example, young people always think of the future
and may feel happy thinking that their dreams will come true.
As they get older, their dreams become more restricted and
they try to relive them through souvenirs and reminders. Older
people can easily find many memories to share with their
loved ones, and retelling their memories lets them relive the
excitement or sorrow of that moment.
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With their minds fully occupied by dreams and memo-
ries, they have no room for those realities that deserve their
full attention: the Hereafter, the Garden, and Hell. They are not
connected to Allah, either in what they think or feel, and con-
ceive of reality as just an unwanted, indistinct, dark space
between dreams and memories. When reality somehow finds
its way into their minds, they immediately stop thinking about
it and return to their daydreams.

Unawareness can be compared to how people with poor
eyesight see the world through an indistinct haze. They can-
not see anything clearly or in detail until they put on their
glasses. Only after doing that will they become aware of how
little they could see without their glasses. Perhaps they had
not seen anything at all.

Unaware people also have a similar (but more serious)
type of conception deficiency: they cannot properly appreci-
ate Allah’s existence, splendor, and honor. But when they
approach Him with a true heart, pray to Him, contemplate
Him, and respect the boundaries He has set for humanity, He
may remove this deficiency so that they can obtain a clear
understanding of reality.

THE UNAWARENESS OF DENIERS

The inner state of those who deny Allah’s existence and
cannot stand to have His name be remembered or mentioned
is considered to be the final stage of unawareness. Such peo-
ple, who flounder in denial, are unloved and condemned by
Allah. In addition, they have many negative and unpleasant

Adnan Oktar
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attributes.

Deniers are rebellious, arrogant, selfish, irritable, hypo-
critical, and unbalanced liars who are ready to engage in any
wickedness. When it is a question of their gaining an advan-
tage, they become so overwhelmed with worldly ambition that
they no longer even recognize their own father or mother.
Ignoring all limits that stand in the way of getting their own
way, they resort to falsity, immorality, and lawlessness to
overcome all obstacles.

Their consciences are shrouded, and so they have no
sense of mercy, compassion, and pity. Having no sensitivity
toward those around them, they live only for themselves and
to satisfy the selfish desires and passions of their egos. Their
minds are so clouded by unawareness that they never think
about Allah or even remember His name:

When Allah, the One and Only, is mentioned, the hearts

of those who do not believe in the Hereafter shrink back,

shuddering. (Surat az-Zumar: 45)

They deny the Hereafter’s existence and, to appease
their consciences and justify their behavior, disparage religion
and try to draw others down the same path. They are not
aware of the wickedness they commit or of the eternal pun-
ishment awaiting them:

As for those who do not believe in the Hereafter, We

have made their actions appear good to them, and they

wander about blindly. Such people will receive an evil
punishment and will be the greatest losers in the

Hereafter. (Surat an-Nami: 4-5)
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We created many of the jinn and humanity for Hell. They

have hearts with which they do not understand, eyes

with which they do not see, and ears with which they do
not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are even
further astray! They are the unaware. (Surat al-A‘raf:

179)

As we see, deniers ignore the promised eternal punish-
ment. Moreover, they are described in the Qur’an as being
lower than animals, because they have been engulfed by
unawareness. In other words, they are happy only when eat-
ing, drinking, and enjoying themselves, for they focus only on
this world and are content to remain unaware of what is real-
ly important:

They know an outward aspect of this world’s life, but are

heedless of the Hereafter. (Surat ar-Rum: 7)

Such people think only of this worldly life, even though
Allah has sent prophets and messengers, as well as holy
books and believers, throughout history to warn them of the
Day of Judgment, when they will have to account for them-
selves. They have been reminded of their sins and that these
will not be forgotten on that day. They have heard what will
happen to them if they do not obey Allah’s commands and
prohibitions, continue to ignore His advice, and do not repent
of their wicked and corrupt lives: they will be rewarded with
Hell’s endless punishment. The only way to avoid all these is
to heed His warnings and correct their attitudes, live in a way
that earns His pleasure so that they will not disgrace them-
selves on the Day of Judgment. However, only some of them
will listen:

Adnan Oktar
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Humanity’s reckoning has drawn very close to them, yet
they heedlessly turn away. (Surat al-Anbiya’: 1)

The unawareness of those who have gone
astray

Some individuals do not practice Islam according to the
Qur’an, but according to what they have learned in their com-
munity and from their elders. In other words, they have inher-
ited a false religious tradition from their ancestors and named
it “Islam.” For this reason, even if they read the Qur’an they
interpret it incorrectly. They are unaware of the truth handed
down in the Qu’ran and the sayings of our Prophet (saas), and
thus cannot be considered true believers:

When they are told: “Follow what Allah has sent down to
you,” they say: “We are following what we found our
ancestors doing.” What, even though their ancestors did
not understand a thing and were not guided! (Surat al-
Baqara: 170)

When they are told: “Come to what Allah has sent down
and to the Messenger,” they say: “What we found our
ancestors doing is enough for us.” What! Even if their
ancestors did not know anything and were not guided!
(Surat al-Ma’ida: 104)

When they are told: “Follow what Allah has sent down,”
they say: “No, we will follow what we found our ances-
tors doing.” What! Even if satan is calling them to the
punishment of the Blazing Fire? (Surah Lugman: 21)

It is stated in the Qur’an that these people do not prac-
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tice the commands and prohibitions Allah prescribed in the
Qur’an, but those devised by their ancestors. It is obvious
from the Qur’an that they are heretics following satan, who is
drawing them toward the eternal punishment of Hell. They
associate others with Him by valuing their ancestors’ religion
more than true Islam, and their own traditions more than the
Qur'an. As a result, satan has used their ignorance, bigotry,
pride and lack of intelligence to lead them astray. In other
words, their own attitudes cause them to stray from the true
path and adopt a distorted ancestral religion known to them
as “Islam.”

This ancestral religion is very different from the Islam
described in the Qur’an. For example, they pray when some-
thing is bothering them or when they feel they have exhaust-
ed all other possibilities; sometimes they even pray to receive
worldly favors to satisfy their egos. Even though they may
know what is actually said in the Qur’an about prayer, they do
not really practice it. In fact, they do not give proper thanks to
Allah, but only for something of importance to them. They do
not have a correct view of the Qur'an and therefore ignore the
countless blessings that Allah has given them and for which
they must thank Him.

So, although they know that Allah exists, they ignore
such verses as “Worship Allah and do not associate anything
with Him” (Surat an-Nisa’: 36) and fall into the sin of associa-
tion. They are so unaware of reality that they think that on the
Day of Judgment, when everything will be revealed, Allah will
accept their claim that they never committed such a grave sin:

On the Day We gather them all together, We will ask

Adnan Oktar
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those who associated others with Allah: “Where are the
partner-deities for whom you made such claims?” Then
they will have no recourse but to say: “By Allah, our
Lord, We were not idolaters.” See how they lie against
themselves and how what they invented has forsaken
them! (Surat al-An‘am: 22-24)

... Turning toward Him. Fear (and respect) Him and per-
form (the obligatory) prayer. Do not be among the idol-
aters, those who split up their religion and form into
sects, each faction exulting in what it has. (Surat ar-
Rum: 31-32)

As these verses reveal, the fact that they happily accept
the perversity of those idolaters who divide their religion into
sects show just how unaware they really are. Although they
know their errors and understand what is right, they refuse to
accept the truth out of a strong desire to continue being guid-
ed by their own passions and desires.

Satan's Efforts to Drag Believers into
Unawareness

One of satan’s major goals is to divert people from the
Way of Allah and lead them to Hell. He busies their minds with
false apprehensions in an attempt to confuse them and pre-
vent sound thought.

All sincere believers have an open mind and thus are
aware of reality and can consider all of the details necessary
to reach a sound decision. Their moral character, which is
reflected in their behavior, comes from their faith, fear, and
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respect of Allah. But sometimes satan can take advantage of
their momentary forgetfulness, carelessness, or lack of knowl-
edge to draw them into unawareness.

Allah warns believers about this danger: “Do not let satan
bar your way. He truly is an outright enemy to you.” (Surat al-
Zukhruf: 62) and “Those who believe fight in the Way of Allah.
Those who disbelieve fight in the way of false deities. So fight
the friends of satan! Satan’s scheming is always feeble”(Surat
an-Nisa’: 76). He announces that satan’s devious plans will
not affect sincere believers. Satan knows this and, when he
vows to lead people astray, does not include Allah’s sincere
servants:

He (satan) said: “By Your might, | will mislead all of

them, except for Your chosen servants among them.”

(Surah Sad: 82-83)

Despite this knowledge, satan nevertheless tries to con-
fuse their minds during times of difficulty, illness, or some
other personal hardship, if only for a moment, to prevent them
from earning an even greater reward and rising to an even
higher place in Allah’s Sight. For example, if someone is about
to do a good deed, satan may insert thoughts about post-
poning it until later so that, hopefully, the person will forget all
about it. Or, as we read in Surat al-Nisa’ 95: “Those believers
who stay behind-other than those forced to by necessity-are
not the same as those who strive in the Way of Allah, sacrific-
ing their wealth and themselves. Allah has given those who
strive with their wealth and themselves a higher rank than
those who stay behind. Allah has promised the best to both,
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but has preferred those who strive over those who stay
behind by an immense reward.” Satan wants to prevent
believers from striving in His Way and from earning greater
dignity in His Sight.

Satan makes intimations to believers during difficult
times of sickness or in the heat of battle in order to take
advantage of a momentary weakness.

Of course, Allah tests individuals with periods of difficul-
ty, pressure, and distress so that they will reveal their true
natures. Such testing is very important. For example, during
the time of our Prophet (saas), some individuals who were
constantly by his side on the battlefield became unaware in
the heat of battle:

... when they came at you from above you and below

you, when your eyes rolled and your hearts rose to your

throats, and you thought unworthy thoughts about

Allah. (Surat al-Ahzab: 10)

Allah gives the good news that sincere believers who fall
into momentary unawareness will be forgiven if they repent.
Repentance is thus one of His great gifts. In fact, He tells us
in the Qur'an how He forgave three sincere believers who
regretted their failure to fight:

And (He turned) also toward the three who were left

behind, so that when Earth became narrow for them, for

all its great breadth, and their own selves became con-
stricted for them and they realized that there was no
refuge from Allah except in Him, He turned to them so
that they might turn to Him. Allah is the Ever-Returning,
the Most Merciful. (Surat at-Tawba: 118)
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Satan can whisper to people until they become
immersed in despair, thinking that everything is lost and that
the situation is irremediable. But believers know that such
thoughts are no more than satanic deceptions, and so ignore
them. They immediately turn to Allah, repent, and take refuge
from unawareness in Him:

As for those who guard against evil, when they are both-

ered by suggestions from satan, they remember and

immediately see clearly. (Surat al-A‘raf: 201)

Taking refuge in Allah from the empty apprehensions that
can lead them into unawareness, they are careful to remem-
ber Him at all times, read and ponder the Qur’an, and pray
constantly. So, by His will, they are saved from even a
moment of unawareness.

A warning to unaware people

... so that you may warn a people whose ancestors were

not warned and who are therefore unaware. (Surah Ya

Sin: 6)

Throughout history, Allah chose prophets and messengers,
upon whom He bestowed light and understanding, to warn all
people who, for whatever reason, had rejected or had lost their
earlier awareness of true Islam. Allah chose our Prophet,
Muhammad (saas), to warn his own people, to bring the true reli-
gion to them, and to instill in them fear and respect due to Allah:

Warn them of the Day of Bitter Regret, when the affair

will be resolved. But they take no notice. They have no

faith. (Surah Maryam: 39)
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These prophets and messengers told their people about
Allah, His infinite power, and the Hereafter; showed proofs on
Earth and in the heavens of His existence; and, through vari-
ous means, called their people to faith in Allah and obedience
to Him. But most people, in spite of the wondrous order in all
that they could see, did not appreciate His power properly
and so continued to turn their backs on Him:

When Our Signs came to them in all their clarity, they

exclaimed: “This is downright magic!” And they repudi-

ated them wrongly and haughtily, despite their own cer-
tainty about them. See the final fate of the corrupters.

(Surat an-Naml: 13-14)

Allah warns people in different ways. This book, a believ-
er’'s words, a person’s own conscience, or even an informa-
tive report in the press or some other publication can all serve
to warn people. Everything a person sees and hears actually
occurs through Allah’s choosing and, if evaluated in the
knowledge that they come from Him, can be understood as
warnings to turn to Him. Allah has sent us various warnings
and reminders, and in the Qur’an He commands us to correct
their behaviors and find the right path.



CHARACTERISTICS OF
UNAWARE INDIVIDUALS

Unaware individuals focus their attention on and pursue
worldly desires and expectations as if they were in a trance.
They direct all of their efforts toward achieving a higher rank or
position and more possessions, and constantly imagine and
talk about what they will do with the money they earn. They are
so preoccupied with these things that they forget about Allah’s
commands and prohibitions. Unable to conceive of Allah’s
knowledge and power, they feel under no obligation to respect
the limits He has established for humanity.

Remembering Allah stimulates the conscience of those
who do not believe in the Hereafter and reminds them of their
unawareness. But when they struggle with their egos as to
whether they should fulfill their responsibilities to Him or not,
they end up clinging to their unawareness. As a result, they
feel great inner discomfort whenever Allah’s name is men-
tioned:

When Allah, the One and Only, is mentioned, the hearts

of those who do not believe in the Hereafter shrink back,

shuddering. But when others apart from Him are men-

tioned, they jump for joy. (Surat az-Zumar: 45)
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Now, let’s examine the general character of these
unaware individuals.

They do not remember Allah and
the Hereafter and their hearts are filled
with worldly ambitions.

Believers’ morality is so deep and sincere that nothing
prevents them from remembering Allah and observing the
obligatory prayers:

(There are people who are) not distracted by trade or

commerce from remembering Allah, performing prayer,

and giving alms, fearing a day when all hearts and eyes

will be in turmoil. (Surat an-Nur: 37)

But, unlike believers, unaware individuals have their
hearts set on this world’s possessions. This makes them
always want to have more and a better life, regardless of how
they are currently living. They think money can buy them
power and recognition and make them happy. First, they want
to amass wealth, and then they want to store it and acquire
even more. To make this appear legitimate, they make various
excuses. By refusing to spend their money to earn Allah’s
pleasure, they amass wealth and think only about satisfying
their worldly desires. Their fate is described in the Qur’an:

On the Day it is heated up in the fire of Hell, and their

foreheads, sides, and backs are branded with it. (They

are told): “This is what you hoarded for yourselves, so

taste what you were hoarding!” (Surat at-Tawba: 35)

... who has amassed wealth and hoarded it! He thinks
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his wealth will make him live forever. No indeed! He will

be flung into the Shatterer. (Surat al-Humaza: 2-4)

Blinded by their desire for worldly possessions, these
people are unaware of the fate awaiting them. Having spent
their lives obsessed with earning and spending money, they
cannot remember Allah, perform their daily prayers, or give
money to the poor. However, believers whose hearts are filled
only with the desire to win His favor never forget that all of
their possessions are no more than His gifts that are to be
used to earn His pleasure. Believers, who think only of pleas-
ing Allah and obtaining His mercy, work eagerly so that they
may contribute to His religion. Since they cannot become
caught up in any other passions, they will always remember
Allah, approach Him in prayer, and understand that everything
comes from and ultimately belongs to Him. As a result, they
will regard their possessions as reminders to thank and praise
Him.

Allah gives the example of Prophet Solomon (as) who,
although he had great wealth, was neither distracted by it nor
made it a focus of ambition; rather, he saw all of it as a rea-
son to thank and praise Him:

When swift horses champing at the bit were displayed

before him in the afternoon, he said: “Truly do | love the

love of good, with a view to the glory of my Lord,” until

the sun disappeared behind its veil. (Surah Sad: 31-32)

Until Prophet Solomon (as), Allah had never given any-
one such power and wealth. He used these blessings to exalt
Allah’s glory and proclaim His religion’s magnificence and
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honor. He always gave thanks to the true owner of his wealth
and possessions.

Unaware people turn their backs on Allah, thinking that
wealth, position, and fame can make them happy and con-
tent. They enjoy being among people who talk about these
things, for in such an environment they can praise themselves
and criticize others as well as spend hours watching useless
and inane television talk shows:

(Unbelievers are) those whose eyes were blind to My

remembrance and whose ears were unable to hear.

(Surat al-Kahf: 101)

But believers are not content with possessing worldly
goods or participating in useless conversations; rather, they
are content only when praising and remembering Him and
reading the Qur’an:

... those who believe and whose hearts find peace in the

remembrance of Allah. Only in the remembrance of Him

can the heart find peace. (Surat ar-Ra‘d: 28)

Not using their intellects

In unbelieving societies, the phrase “lack of intelligence”
denotes people with mental disabilities and those who behave
in an abnormal manner. But in the Qur’an, this phrase refers
to those individuals who reject Allah’s existence and that of
the Hereafter, who live only to satisfy their own egos.
According to this definition, people who lack intelligence are
not only found in mental hospitals, but also make up a part of
society as a whole.
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The mind is one of Allah’s greatest gifts to humanity.
Rational people always act according to their consciences;
properly appreciate His knowledge and power; and love, fear,
and respect Him. They do their best to please Him, to save
themselves from Hell’s eternal punishment, and are eager to
attain the Hereafter’s endless blessings. In addition, they pon-
der deeply on Allah’s creation and appreciate His endless
power and greatness, In other words they are believers.
Those irrational individuals who do not have this ability are
described in the Qur’an:

Have they not traveled throughout the land, and do they

not have with which hearts to understand or ears with

which to hear? It is not their eyes that are blind, but the

hearts in their breasts that are blind. (Surat al-Hajj: 46)

The most distinguishing feature of these irrational people
is their preference for the life of this world, to which they are
so passionately devoted, over that of the Hereafter. And yet
Allah warns such people to reflect on this world’s true nature:

The life of this world is nothing but a game and a diver-

sion. The Hereafter is better for those who guard against

evil. So will you not use your intellect? (Surat al-An‘am: 32)

Anything you have been given is only the enjoyment of
the life of this world and its finery. What is with Allah is
better and longer lasting. So will you not use your intel-
lect? (Surat al-Qasas: 60)

We have sent down to you a Book containing a
Reminder for you. So will you not use your intellect?
(Surat al-Anbiya’: 10)
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The perfectly ordered systems and creatures that Allah
has created, together with all that they teach us about reality,
are beyond the vision of unaware people; they can only be
appreciated by believers who use their intelligence. Intelligent,
aware believers carefully observe everything in their vicinity
and ponder deeply on what they see. In the Qur’an, Allah
gives the examples of a mosquito, a honeybee, a spider, and
many other creatures He has made to encourage people to
think about and appreciate His knowledge, power, and
artistry. However, only those believers with intelligence can
know their qualities and understand the perfection of living
things and their qualities based on what they produce. From
these, they can appreciate His power and artistry.

As for unaware individuals, their irrationality causes them
to imagine that the creatures they see around them every day
are simple and ordinary. To them, a bee just buzzes around
and lands on flowers, and a mosquito is just a blood-sucking
pest:

The worst of beasts in Allah’ sight are the deaf and

dumb (people) who have no intellect. (Surat al-Anfal: 22)

Another important aspect of such people is that since
they cannot discriminate between rationality and irrationality,
they imagine that they are rational and that it is the rational
people who are irrational:

When they are told: “Believe in the way that the people

believe,” they exclaim: “What! Are we to believe in the

way that fools believe?” No indeed! They are the fools,

but they do not know it. (Surat al-Bagara: 13)
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They believe they are on the right path

Taking the general population as an example, the most
salient characteristic of heedless individuals is their attempt to
persuade themselves that their thoughts and actions are jus-
tified. Believing that they are not harming others and that their
hearts are filled with goodness, they imagine that they
deserve what they have. However, Allah says something
rather different in the Qur’an:

Do they imagine that, in the wealth and children We

extend to them, We are hastening to them with good

things? No indeed, but they have no awareness! (Surat

al-Mu’minun: 55-56)

It is revealed in the Qur’an that such people believe that
they are on the right path, and so satan prevents them from
obeying Allah’s commands and prohibitions:

They debar them from the path, yet they still think they

are guided. (Surat az-Zukhruf: 37)

But your Lord knows best who is best guided on the

(right) Path. (Surat al-Isra’: 84)

Allah gives an instructive example of the state of such
individuals in the story of the vineyard owner. We are told in
the Qur’an of a conversation between two people, only one of
whom is aware:

Make an example for them of two men. To one of them

We gave two gardens of grapevines and surrounded

them with date palms, putting between them some cul-

tivated land. Both gardens yielded their crops and did

not suffer any loss, and We made a river flow right
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through the middle of them. (Surat al-Kahf: 32-33)

He entered his garden and wronged himself by saying:
“l do not think that this will ever end. | do not think the
Hour will ever come. But if | should be sent back to my
Lord, |1 will definitely get something better in return.”
(Surat al-Kahf: 35-36)

His companion, with whom he was debating, asked: “Do
you then not believe in Him Who created you from dust,
then from a drop of sperm, and then formed you as a
man? He is, however, Allah, my Lord, and | will not asso-
ciate anyone with my Lord.” (His companion replied:)
“Why, when you entered your garden, did you not say: ‘It
is as Allah wills, there is no strength but in Him’? Though
you see me with less wealth and children than you pos-
sess, it may well be that my Lord will give me something
better than your garden and send down upon it a fireball
from the sky so that the morning finds it a shifting heap
of dust or finds its water drained into the ground so that
you cannot get at it. (Surat al-Kahf: 37-41)

The fruits of his labor were completely destroyed, and
he woke up wringing his hands in grief, for everything
that he had spent on it was now a ruin, a ruin with all of
its trellises fallen in. He exclaimed: “Oh, if only | had not
associated anyone with my Lord!” There was no group
to come to his aid, besides Allah, and he was not given
any help. In that situation, the only protection is from
Allah, the Real. He gives the best reward and the best
outcome. (Surat al-Kahf: 42-44)

The vineyard owner was deceived into thinking that he
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was on the right path due to his great wealth and many chil-
dren. His very words demonstrate his unawareness, for his
overwhelming pride and arrogance made it impossible for him
to conceive of Allah’s power: “But if | should be sent back to
my Lord, | will definitely get something better in return.”, His
unawareness is so deep that he thinks he created his garden
and therefore will keep it forever. In recompense for his atti-
tude, all of a sudden Allah destroyed his treasured vineyard.

Although they are unaware, some individuals think that
they are on the right path and do some good deeds. However,
these are not done to gain Allah’s favor but out of custom and
habit, or out of a desire to put on appearances or soothe their
consciences, or to make someone feel grateful to them. In
reality, such deeds may not be of any use in the Hereafter,
because they are limited only to those actions that do not
conflict with the person’s own interests. Unaware that they
may not receive a reward for the deeds they did to curry other
people’s favor rather than to please Allah, they feel certainly
sure that they are on the right path.

These people regard their children, property, and easy
and carefree life as signs that they are on the right path. The
fact is, however, that Allah allots them a period of time to test
them and, due to their actions, gives them no share in the
Hereafter:

As for those who desire the life of this world and its fin-

ery, We will give them full payment in it for their actions.

They will not be deprived here of their due. But such

people will have nothing in the Hereafter but the Fire.

What they achieved here will come to nothing. What
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they did will prove to be null and void. (Surah Hud: 15-

16)

People who deceive themselves in this way gain nothing
but a painful death in a state of unawareness and eternal suf-
fering:

Do not let their wealth and their children impress you.

Allah merely wants to punish them by them in this world,

and for them to die while they are unbelievers. (Surat at-

Tawba: 85)

Other characteristics

Such people overreact to events, do not trust Allah and
behave rebelliously. But believers know that Allah controls
everything and so trust Him completely, regardless of what
trials He sends their way. When something happens, they
remain as patient as they can, for they know that such things
are no more than trials sent by Allah. Therefore, they are
happy and joyful in the knowledge that He will reward their
patience and trust:

We will test you with a certain amount of fear and

hunger, and loss of wealth, life, and fruits. But give good

news to the steadfast. (Surat al-Bagara: 155)

Remembering these glad tidings only makes them more
determined to be patient when facing difficulties. Fully aware
that their possessions, wealth, position, and rank are meant to
test them, they do their best to thank Him and use them
according to His will so that they may earn His pleasure:

Every self will taste death. We test you with both good
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and evil as a trial. And you will be returned to Us. (Surat

al-Anbiya’: 35)

Unaware people are ignorant of these facts; even if they
know about them, they ignore them. Therefore, they react to
events quite differently. For example, believers who know that
their loss of material goods is a trial from Allah accept their
fate with full trust in Him. However, the same situation will
cause material and spiritual damage to those who are
unaware. They will become dejected and, as this feeling
grows, become more unbalanced and irritable until they lose
their mental health. Being rejected by their circle of acquain-
tances and losing their luxuries will only make things worse; it
might even bring some individuals to the brink of suicide. As
we can see, unaware people have no trust in Allah, are rebel-
lious, and live their lives far removed from His will.
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THE REASONS FOR
UNAWARENESS

Not listening to one’s conscience

The conscience is a guide that, by Allah’s inspiration,
always points to the right path:

And (I swear by) the self and what proportioned it and

inspired it with depravity or a sense of duty. One who

purifies it has succeeded; one who covers it up has

failed. (Surat ash-Shams: 7-10)

Depravity is the desire to fulfill the ego’s desires and pas-
sions even if it means doing what is forbidden or illegal. Allah
constantly inspires, through one’s conscience, a warning
against depravity. Constantly obeying this voice cleanses and
purifies people from sin and leads them to salvation and hap-
piness. Those who follow their ego first fall into the depths of
unawareness and then advance on the road to perdition:

And they repudiated them (Our Signs) wrongly and

haughtily, despite their own certainty about them. (Surat

an-Naml: 14)

The conscience constantly warns people against the
ego’s limitless desires and urges them to follow the right path.
Unaware people do not heed this warning, thinking that it will
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make them unhappy because it conflicts with the desires of
their egos. And so they try to silence this divine warning, not
realizing that its source, Allah, is calling them to the true path
of eternal happiness.

The unawareness into which people fall as a result of
ignoring this voice grows worse as they indulge in so much
immorality (e.g., limitless sin and wickedness) that the ensu-
ing rebelliousness, sin, and depravity cause their egos to
begin deteriorating. They are now so profoundly unaware that
they want to live in this state of wickedness forever:

Yet humanity still wants to deny what is ahead of him,

asking: “So when is the Day of Rising?” But when the

eyesight is dazzled, the Moon is eclipsed, and the Sun
and Moon are fused together, on that Day humanity will
ask: “To where can | run?” No indeed! There will be no
safe place. On that Day, the only resting place will be

your Lord. (Surat al-Qiyama: 5-12)

People who do not listen to this divine voice are in a
great fall, for the resulting unawareness, which has alienated
them from Him, brings with it a level of suffering far beyond
our imagination: the burning pit of Hell.

Ignoring destiny

Destiny means that, whether living or non-living, every
thing’s, condition and experiences are determined before-
hand by Allah. This is true of every creature, from a tiny mos-
quito to an elephant; from a tiny new-born fish in the ocean
and microscopic creatures in every part of the world to all liv-
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ing things in the vast universe.

Nobody can choose even one of their physical attributes
(e.g, their complexion, eye color, or height) or their parents.
Given that they cannot determine such basic things, how can
they possibly determine the course of their own lives? As
revealed in the Qur'an: “We have created all things in due
measure” (Surat al-Qamar: 49)

Anyone who is aware of this should seek Allah’s mercy
and favor when they use their possessions and experience
anything. In fact, the Qur’an is the only guide that shows peo-
ple how to do this. No human being, whether a powerful busi-
nessman or a tribesman, and no other creature, whether an
animal living in the depths of the oceans or an insect in a
primeval forest, can alter or escape the fate determined for
them by Allah:

You do not engage in any matter, recite any of the

Qur’an, or do any action without Our witnessing you

while you are occupied with it. Not even the smallest

speck eludes your Lord, either on Earth or in heaven.

Nor is there anything smaller than that, or larger than

that, which is not in a Clear Book. (Surah Yunus: 61)

We are told in the Qur’an that every moment and experi-
ence through which a person passes is determined by des-
tiny. Those who ignore the facts revealed in the Qur’an think
that they live in this vast universe, among billions of other peo-
ple, due to blind and unconscious chance. So, they regard
themselves as creatures who are free to do whatever they
want. Under the illusion that they are autonomous and inde-
pendent of Allah, they plunge into deep unawareness.
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Forgetting that death may come at any
moment

People usually meet their death at unexpected times and
places, for:

And no self knows what it will earn tomorrow and in

what land it will die. Allah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.

(Surah Lugman: 34)

The moment of a person’s death is determined by des-
tiny even before he or she is born. Allah reveals in the Qur’an:

It is He Who created you from clay and then decreed a

fixed term, and another fixed term is specified with Him.

(Surat al-An‘am: 2)

The fact that people do not know when they will die is
one of the factors that draw them toward unawareness. If
people who are aware of the Hereafter’'s punishments knew
when they would die, they would not remain heedless of
Allah’s commands, be distracted by this world, or forget that
they will be called to account in the Hereafter.

Not knowing the time of one’s death is a secret of the tri-
als of this world. Believers who know this prepare for the
Hereafter as if they expect to die at any moment. They obey
all of Allah’s commands and prohibitions with complete sin-
cerity for as long as they live.

Unaware people live according to the desires of their
egos. They know they will die, but cannot grasp the fact that
death is an awakening in the Hereafter either to eternal
Paradise or endless Hell. They think of it as only an eternal
separation from the things and people they loved. This is why
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they are so passionate about what and whom they love and
so uncomfortable when the subject of death is mentioned or
crosses their minds. Just thinking about it depresses them
and makes them worry that their lives will change. Since they
do not consider that death may be right around the corner
and do not reflect on its reality, they ignore Allah’s commands
and prohibitions, or at least postpone thinking about them, by
telling themselves that they still have a lot of time to pray and
will start doing so when they are older. But they really have no
idea how much time they have left. They go merrily on their
way, only to find that death comes suddenly, before they start
living in compliance with Allah’s commandments. The
moment the heedless people meet death, which they regard
as remote and far off, is described in the Qur’an as follows:

If those who do not believe only knew of the time when

they will not be able to keep the Fire away from their

faces or their backs! And they will receive no help! No, it

(death) will come upon them suddenly, confounding

them, taking them completely by surprise, and they will

not be able to ward it off. They will be granted no

reprieve. (Surat al-Anbiya’: 39-40)

From this verse, we can clearly see that death does not lis-
ten to excuses and that the appointed time approaches quick-
ly. Nothing can prevent its coming. Allah tells this in the Qur'an:

Say: “Death, from which you are fleeing, will certainly

catch up with you. Then you will be returned to the

Knower of the Unseen and the Visible, and He will

inform you about what you did.” (Surat al-dJumu‘ah: 8)

A person may die at any moment; forgetting this fact or
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trying to escape it is a sign that a person is unaware and that
he is being sucked into the whirlpool of unawareness. It is a
certain fact that unawareness may lead to eternal suffering.

Not thinking about the account one will give

People who are unaware also forget that they will be called
to account in Allah’s sight in the Hereafter. No matter if they die
alone or among many others, when the angel of death takes
their souls, all of their relationships with the world and those
around them are severed. When they are resurrected and go to
give their accounts, each person is alone in the vast multitude,
for no one will take any notice of anyone else. This solitude is
not like any earthly isolation. The moment of reckoning will be
the most difficult moment that an unaware person will ever
face. The resulting solitude comes from the realization that it is
now time to account for all that they have done, that they are
completely isolated from other people, and that they are pow-
erless in His presence. They are physically and emotionally
exposed; bereft of their power, possessions, titles, position,
and renown; and apart from all those to whom they were close.
In other words, they are totally alone in Allah’s presence:

Each of them will come to Him on the Day of

Resurrection all alone. (Surah Maryam: 95)

Unaware people who do not see any immediate conse-
quences for what they do here think that the same applies in
the Hereafter. Due to this error, they persuade their friends to
ignore Allah’s commands and prohibitions or to put off their
obedience until later, sayings things like “you only live once,”
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“don’t worry about it,” or “I'll take full responsibility for it.”
Such expressions clearly betray their lack of awareness, for
just as a person comes into this world but once, he or she will
also descend into Hell but once and suffer endless punish-
ment there. Such people regard this punishment lightly and
claim that they will take the sins of others upon themselves.
This shows even more how far away they are from under-
standing His supreme knowledge and power:
No burden-bearer can bear another’s burden. If some-
one weighed down calls for help to bear his load, none
of it will be borne for him, even by his next of kin. You
can only warn those who fear (and respect) their Lord in
the Unseen and perform prayer. Whoever is purified is
purified for himself alone. Allah is your final destination.
(Surah Fatir: 18)

(Has he not been informed) that no burden-bearer can

bear another’s burden? (Surat an-Najm: 38)

In the Hereafter, all people will receive a just and perfect
recompense for their deeds. There will be no friends or rela-
tives to take responsibility for their errors or help them out, as
there were while they were alive. Indeed, they now begin to
hate all of the friends they once respected, blaming them for
making them unaware of these truths:

On that Day the closest friends will be enemies to each

other-except for those who guard against evil. (Surat

az-Zukhruf: 67)

... the Day when friends will be of no use at all to each
other, and they will not be helped. (Surat ad-Dukhan: 41)
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The false friendships of this world cease and actually turn
into hostility in the Hereafter, for they were formed for some
advantage and without regard for Allah’s consent. While they
were in the world, they made friends not with people who
directed their hearts toward Allah and were loved by Him, but
with insincere, unaware individuals who turned their backs on
Him and denied His existence. Actually, it is quite common for
the best of friends to become enemies when there is a con-
flict between that friendship and their own advantage. As we
are told in the Qur’an, friendships that last a lifetime even
though the parties harm one another by leading each other
into unawareness will turn into hostility in Allah’s presence.
This hostility begins once they gradually begin to become
aware of suffering as their veil of unawareness is lifted from
them. Allah reveals their sincere confessions:

(They will say:) “And now we have no one to intercede

for us.” (The Companions of the Fire will say:) “We do

not have a single loyal friend. If only we could have
another chance, then we would be among the believ-

ers!” (Surat ash-Shu‘ara’: 100-102)

When they are called to account, in deep sorrow, unbe-
lievers express that they are all alone. The believers, with whom
they made fun of while they were in the world are not around.
When they come face to face with the truth they took so light-
ly, they long to return and be among the sincere believers:

It may be that those who are unbelievers will wish that

they had been Muslims. (Surat al-Hijr: 2)

But there is now no way back.
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FREEING ONESELF FROM
UNAWARENESS

Reading the Qur’an and pondering its verses

The most effective solution to ending one’s unawareness
is to read the Qur’an, Allah’s divine light to guide His servants,
and reflect upon its verses. Reading the Qur’an draws people
closer to Allah and allows them to grasp something of His
supreme knowledge and power. At the same time, it provides
the clearest and truest knowledge about what was previously
unknown and unconsidered, and also answers questions that
had perplexed them in the past. For this reason, those who
read the Qur’an sincerely understand it turn to Allah with their
hearts satisfied.

Those who take its verses to heart become aware of the
errors in their attitudes and ideas. Gradually, they come to
understand the importance and seriousness of their past
deeds and what drove them to engage in such activities. In
short, they finally begin to understand Allah’s supreme knowl-
edge and power, and thus feel their fear, respect, and love for
Him start to grow:

This (Qur’an) is a communication to be transmitted to

humanity so that people may be warned by it and will
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know that He is Allah, the One and Only; and so that
people of intelligence will pay heed. (Surah Ibrahim: 52)

This Qur'an guides to the most upright Way and gives
good news to the believers who do right actions that
they will have a large reward. (Surat al-Isra’: 9)

Those who read the Qur'an and ponder its verses with
sincerity eventually come to see it in the context of its mani-
festations of Allah. This allows them to remember Him at all
times and avoid any type of unawareness. For example, they
gradually notice that some of the people around them have
characteristics that the Qur’an says belong to deniers. And,
due to their awareness of the punishment awaiting such peo-
ple, these examples become important lessons for them. This
way, by Allah’s will, they avoid unawareness and learn how to
protect themselves from it. In addition, they realize that the
verses in the Qur’an reveal the punishment of Hell and that,
apart from Allah’s will, there is no salvation. In the same way,
they ponder the eternal beauty and blessings of life in the
Garden and strive to win His mercy so that they may enter the
Garden. Those who read the Qur’an know that they will be
called to account for what they have done and, based on this
record, will enter the Garden or Hell. Therefore, aware of this
truth, they avoid any type of unawareness and are careful to
act in ways that win His approval.

Taking advantage of the opportunities sent by
Allah

Allah has created circumstances that enable human
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beings to recognize His existence and turn to Him. Among
these are times of anxiety and difficulty: Do they not see that
they are tried once or twice in every year? But still they do not
turn back. They do not pay heed (Surat at-Tawba:126). These
difficult periods are very useful in causing people to realize
their unawareness, for, in such moments, the lower self, which
is in a constant state of rebelliousness against Allah, realizes
its helplessness. During these times, people bring their con-
sciences to the fore, see their errors, and find ways to avoid
them. This important opportunity, provided people act upon it
properly, helps them curtail their lower selves by recognizing
their own weakness and repenting of their sins. As a result,
they feel closer to Allah. They realize that Allah’s power is all-
sufficient, that He is the source of all things, and that only He
can end this period of testing.
It is He Who conveys you on both land and sea, so that
when some of you are on a boat, running before a fair
wind, rejoicing at it, and then a violent squall comes
upon them and the waves come at them from every side
and they realize there is no way of escape, they call
upon Allah, making their religion sincerely His: “If You
rescue us from this, we will truly be among the thank-
ful.” But then, when He rescues them, they become
rebellious in the land without any right to do so. O
humanity, your rebelliousness is only against your-
selves. There is the enjoyment of the life of this world,
and then you will return to Us and We will inform you
about what you did. (Surah Yunus: 22-23)

Unaware people can realize that there is no power to



Harun Yahya

help them except Allah only when they feel completely help-
less. But when their difficulties end, they forget Him and carry
on as before:

When harm touches humanity, he calls upon Us, lying on

his side, sitting down, or standing up. Then when We

remove the harm from him, he carries on as if he had
never called upon Us when the harm first touched him.

In that way, We make what they have done appear good

to the profligate. (Surah Yunus: 12)

For example, in times of natural disaster, people recog-
nize how powerless they really are, that His knowledge and
might are infinite, and that Allah is omnipresent and omni-
scient. At these times, they are reminded that they should fear
and respect Him because He is all-powerful and that they may
suffer His wrath at any moment. But earlier, these same peo-
ple had ignored His commands and prohibitions, putting off
their obedience until later. When fear consumes them, their
consciences become clear and they recognize the truth. By
causing people to see the truth, natural disasters are excellent
reminders that, if understood in the proper light, will save
them in the Hereafter. But once their discomfort fades, those
who do not learn from such warnings allow their traditional
unawareness to reassert itself, embrace this transitory world
again, and resume their defiance of His commands and pro-
hibitions. In order to escape from this vicious circle, individu-
als should take advantage of these opportunities by frequent-
ly recalling their difficulties and how Allah comforted them.

They must understand that these events are warnings,
and thus great blessings, for such displays of Allah’s infinite
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power open the way for people to cast off their usual
unawareness. However, it is wrong to wait for such events to
happen in order to escape from unawareness, because Allah
gives such warnings all the time: difficult times experienced
by relatives and neighbors, natural disasters, wars, and so on.
Those individuals who heed these warnings realize that the
same thing could happen to them. Using such events to
remind themselves just how powerless they really are when
confronted with Allah’s supreme might, they try to root out
their own unawareness and turn to Him. What happened to
the people of ‘Ad could happen to any people:

(The people of) ‘Ad were destroyed by a savage howling

wind. Allah subjected them to it for seven nights and

eight days without a break. You could see the people
flattened in their homes, just like the hollow stumps of

uprooted palms. (Surat al-Haqqah: 6-7)

By giving such examples in the Qur’an, Allah expects
people to learn from what has happened to others and to
think about His infinite power and knowledge. Daily life con-
tains many examples that lead people to remember Allah’s
power. But people merely feel sorry and pity when they see
powerless individuals; they do not realize that what they see
is also a warning to them. All of these examples are warnings
and new opportunities for people to pierce the veil of
unawareness.

Knowing that Allah is Omnipotent and
Omnipresent

With the verse “Does humanity reckon that he will be left
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to go on unchecked?” (Surat al-Qiyama: 36), Allah tells human
beings that they are always under His control. But unaware
people are far from thinking and grasping this fact. However,
only a moment of sincere contemplation will suffice to think
what life would be if man had to accomplish and control
everything by himself.

For example, right now we are unaware of all the things
happening in our bodies and feel no need to take an interest
in them. And yet our organs continue to function in constant
harmony with each other. As far as we are concerned, our first
priority is having a constant supply of oxygen to sustain our
lives. Of course, we have other priorities as well, such as con-
trolling our heart’s beating, maintaining our blood circulation,
keeping the acidity in our stomach balanced, digestion, and
countless other functions.

Imagine the impossible, that we controlled all of our bod-
ily functions. For example, who controls these functions when
we are asleep, for they never stop. If our heart slipped out of
control for just a few minutes, it would stop beating and we
would die. But it is also true that we need to sleep. And this is
not all we would have to do if left on our own. For example,
we would have to ensure the external conditions needed to
sustain our lives.

Clearly, since we cannot control our own bodies, it
requires a great deal of imagination to think that we could
possibly have any influence on the countless delicately
adjusted and balanced systems underlying the world and the
universe. When we consider this and see that we cannot con-
trol anything, we realize that Allah controls all things with His
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supreme knowledge and power. We understand that He has
created and controls all that exists, both animate and inani-
mate. But to reach this level of knowledge, we must defeat
our lack of awareness by always being aware that Allah sees
us and act accordingly. He is always observing us, creating
our actions and us. In fact, there is no moment when He does
not encompasses us: “Surely your Lord encompasses the
people with His knowledge” (Surat al-Isra’: 60). Believers who
know that Allah encompasses them know that He is aware of
all that they do, say, and think, both openly and in secret, for
He is omnipresent and omniscient:

Do you not see that Allah knows what is in the heavens

and on the ground? Three men cannot confer together

secretly without Him being the fourth, or five without

Him being the sixth, or fewer or more than that without

Him being with them wherever they are. Then He will

inform them on the Day of Resurrection of what they

did. Allah has knowledge of all things. (Surat al-

Mujadala: 7)

An honest consideration of this clear truth is enough to
root out one’s unawareness, for it enables them to perceive
the truth and live a good life in both worlds. Knowing that they
are always under His sovereign power, they will fear and
respect Him and avoid doing anything that would earn His
wrath. In addition, they will know that Allah sees all of their
good and fine actions and they will be joyful for the day when
He rewards them. Understanding that everything happens in
accordance with the trials He has predestined for them for
their own good, they remain patient. As a result, they will
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Having intimate knowledge of the things Allah
has created

Knowledge is one of the most effective ways to escape
heedlessness. Examining, seeing and grasping the evidences
of creation that pervade the universe undermines unaware-
ness and keeps it at bay. Allah’s superior might and knowl-
edge can only justly be appreciated through such a serious
endeavor and contemplation. Allah informs us that the uni-
verse and everything in it are created for a special purpose:

We did not create heaven and Earth and everything in

between them as a game. (Surat al-Anbiya’: 16)

Indeed, all created things are evidences of Allah’s exis-
tence. Obtaining detailed knowledge about them allows peo-
ple to see the manifestations of a supreme intelligence in
every detail. Even a cursory observation of these details
reveals that all that exists is composed of wonderful systems.
Confronted with these details, people may clearly perceive
Allah’s existence and become aware of His superior power.
By sincere thought and reflection, they manage to pierce the
veil of unawareness that had blinded them and rendered their
consciences mute.

For example, people can see Allah’s supreme artistry
and knowledge just by studying their own bodies and cre-
ation. Indeed, the creation of human itself is made of a chain
of events that disperse unawareness. By multiplying a genet-
ic code within a single cell, an embryo comes into being
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equipped with perfectly functioning systems. This is a major
proof in itself of His existence, power, and superior intelli-
gence. Eggs and sperm, produced in separate individuals,
come together during conception; one type of cell multiplies
and differentiates to form bones, muscles, organs, eyes,
hands, and feet with all their complex functions. Later on, this
organism separates from the mother’s womb and, after birth,
sees, talks, walks, laughs, cries, and feels.

Thanks to modern investigative techniques, we can see
into the far expanses of the universe and the depths of the
oceans. To obtain detailed information on these remote
places’ inhabitants and events is becoming easier all the time.
So, everyone who thinks and has detailed knowledge about
the miracles of creation in these creatures and occurrences
can sincerely say, “...0 Lord, you have not crated this for
nothing. Glory be to you. So safeguard us from the punish-
ment of fire” (Surah Al ‘Imran: 191), will be rescued from
unawareness.

In the face of these evident evidences, those who are
saved from heedlessness attain the kind of faith based on cer-
tainty, come to know His supreme attributes, draw nearer to
Him and seek to win His favor in all his actions.

Knowing that this world’s life is short and
temporary

This life will one day end and people will enter the
Hereafter, where they will live forever. However, people who
do not realize that this life is transitory and short are passion-
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ately bound to it and live only for this world. From childhood
on, they continually make plans for the future and try to fulfill
their desires. In the midst of this distraction, they suddenly
die, never having understood the true nature of life or this
world. What they see as permanent will come to an end like a
fleeting dream; but in the Hereafter, they will understand that
this life lasts as long as a dream and that they were sadly mis-
taken. Allah reveals the conversations of those in the
Hereafter:

He (Allah) will ask: “How many years did you tarry on

Earth?” They will say: “We tarried there for a day or part

of a day. Ask those able to count.” He will reply: “You

only tarried there for a little while, if you did but know!”

(Surat al-Mu’minun: 112-14)

The expression “a day or a part of a day” shows how
short a person’s life, which seems so long, really is. This is a
truth known in the Sight of Allah, so human beings must care-
fully consider why they choose a certain path. Will they be
satisfied with the endless Garden or the life of this world,
which is very short? The core issue here is that the benefits of
this life are very short, in exact proportion to its brief span.

Therefore, people should think of this world as a waiting
room for the real world in the Hereafter. Of course, people do
not pay much attention to the furnishings or events that occur
in a waiting room, for they do not intend to stay there very
long. Nor do they consider such things when making their
plans, for whatever goes on in there is of no use to them. In
the same way, nothing done for the sake of the world is of any
use in the Hereafter. In other words, all such deeds will even-

Adnan Oktar

53



54

UNAWARENESS: A SLY THREAT

tually disappear, just like a mirage:
But the actions of those who do not believe are like a
mirage in the desert. A thirsty man thinks it is water. But
when he reaches it, he finds it to be nothing at all;
rather, he finds Allah there. He will pay him his account
in full. Allah is swift at reckoning. (Surat an-Nur: 39)

As the above verse makes clear, everything done for the
sake of this world will one day disappear, and individuals will
give an account in His presence only of what they did to gain
His favor. At that moment when they are confronted with His
punishment, they will realize their errors and have a sense of
endless sorrow and helplessness. When their unawareness
finally ends and they realize the whole truth, they will want to
return to this earthly life and live in accordance with His com-
mands and prohibitions. But it will be too late:

They will shout out in it: “Our Lord, take us out! We will

act rightly, differently from the way we used to act!” Did

We not let you live long enough for anyone who was

going to pay heed to do so? And did not the warner

come to you? So taste it! There is no helper for the

wrongdoers. (Surah Fatir: 37)

If only you could see the evildoers hanging their heads
in shame before their Lord: “Our Lord, we have seen and
heard, so send us back again and we will act rightly.
Truly we now have certainty.” (Surat al-Sajda: 12)
Before each person is brought alone into His presence,
he or she should understand and consider just how short and
transitory this present life is. This awareness will cause them
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to avoid useless efforts, free themselves from their current
level of unawareness, and make the best possible use of their
time here.

Thinking about death

Each person has been allotted a specific amount of time
in this world, after which he or she will die:

Say: “Death, from which you are fleeing, will certainly

catch up with you. Then you will be returned to the

Knower of the Unseen and the Visible, and He will

inform you about what you did.” (Surat al-dumu‘ah: 8)

Death comes to all people, even to those who fear it and
avoid thinking about it. But the moment of death will be dif-
ferent for those who have ignored Allah’s decrees and those
who have not. Deniers will come face to face with death when
they least expect it, and thus will be overcome with fear and
horror. Moreover, their lives will be taken amidst great suffer-
ing:

How will it be when the angels take them in death, beat-

ing their faces and their backs? (Surah Muhammad: 27)

At that moment, they will see the meaninglessness of
their worldly ambitions and the things they put above Allah’s
commands and prohibitions. Everything they valued—fami-
lies, relatives, jobs, cars, and all their other possessions—wiill
become as nothing. Completely helpless and alone, their fear
of what is to come will grow. Only now realizing that their lives
have been for nothing, they will be sorry that that they did
nothing to earn His favor. In their fear and sorrow, they will try
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to escape the coming punishment, even to the point of sacri-
ficing everything they love:

(On the Day of Judgment) no good friend will ask about

his friend, even though they can see each other. An evil-

doer will wish he could ransom himself from the punish-
ment of that Day by means of his sons, his wife, his
brother, his family who sheltered him, or by everyone
else on Earth, if that only meant he could save himself.

But no! It is a Raging Blaze. (Surat al-Ma“arij: 10-15)

These verses clearly state that people will give up their
own lives, as well as those of everyone else who ever meant
anything to them, and all the worldly possessions to which
they had been so passionately attached in a vain attempt to
avoid Hell. But nobody and nothing will be of any use; they will
not be able to save themselves from joining the people of Hell.

While the lives of unbelievers are taken in suffering, the
lives of believers are taken with ease. At the moment of death,
the angels take the soul of such a person in a beautiful man-
ner and carry it to the Garden:

(Those who guard against evil are) those the angels take

in a virtuous state. They say: “Peace be upon you! Enter

the Garden for what you did.” (Surat an-Nahl: 32)

At that moment, believers want to tell those still in the
world about the blessings Allah has bestowed upon them-
selves:

He (a believer) was told: “Enter the Garden.” He said: “If my

people only knew how my Lord has forgiven me and

placed me among the honored ones.” (Surah Ya Sin: 26-27)
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Those who wish to attain this goal should consider what
will happen to them if death finds them during a moment of
unawareness. Knowing that the eternal punishment waiting
for them will be many times more intense than any pain they
have ever known or can imagine, they should sincerely turn to
Allah and do their best to remove any potential unawareness.

Knowing that one’s true abode is the
Hereafter

Unaware people who do not realize that their true abode is
the Hereafter are always searching for places and possessions
that they believe will make them happier. For example, low-
income people who pay rent dream of owning a house. To
achieve this goal, they live in anxiety and spend most of their lives
paying for a house and other needs by installments. Another per-
son wants to move from an apartment into a detached house,
and another one wants to own a farm with lots of land. Either
because such people do not believe Allah’s promise of property
in the Hereafter or because the promise seems quite remote,
they do not make the slightest effort to obtain it.

However, believers work hard to attain Paradise and its
blessings. Allah warns those who compete with others to
obtain worldly blessings in a heedless manner:

Race each other to forgiveness from your Lord and a

Garden as wide as the heavens and Earth, prepared for

the people who guard against evil. (Surah Al ‘Imran: 133)

Race each other to forgiveness from your Lord and to a
Garden, whose breadth is like that of heaven and Earth
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combined, made ready for those who believe in Allah

and His Messengers. That is Allah’s favor, which He

gives to those whom He wills. His favor is indeed

immense. (Surat al-Hadid: 21)

One common characteristic of those who cannot con-
ceive of the Hereafter and those who are unaware is that their
worldly position and possessions can never satisfy them.
They have a passion for these things, even though all of these
supposedly valuable things do not bring happiness or save
them from pain and sorrow. Every worldly possession grows
old, decays, and is eventually destroyed, even one’s own
body. For this reason, they always worry that what they value
will be damaged or stolen. Allah warns them that such things
will last only for a very short time and will not benefit them:

(The believer said:) “O my people, the life of this world is

only fleeting enjoyment. The Hereafter is the abode of

permanence.” (Surah Ghafir: 39)

To men, the love of worldly appetites is painted in glow-
ing colors: women and children, heaped-up mounds of
gold and silver, horses with fine markings, and livestock
and fertile farmland. All that is merely the enjoyment of
the life of this world. The best homecoming is in the

presence of Allah. (Surah Al ‘Imran: 14)

Awareness of this world’s fleeting nature may rescue
people from their unawareness by ending their passion for its
temporary blessings and directing them toward Paradise’s
endless blessings and seeking His favor:

The truly good will be in perfect Bliss on couches gaz-
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ing in wonder. You will recognize in their faces the radi-
ance of delight. They are given the choicest sealed wine
to drink, whose seal is musk. Let people with aspiration
aspire to that! (Surat al-Mutaffifin: 22-26)

Knowing that there is no return from
the Hereafter

Unaware people deceive themselves by thinking that
they will have another opportunity through reincarnation. They
think that no matter what errors they have made, they will be
reborn so that they can take care of them:

If only you could see the evildoers hanging their heads

in shame before their Lord: “Our Lord, we have seen and

heard, so send us back again and we will act rightly.

Truly we now have certainty.” (Surat as-Sajda: 12)

One reason why we are told in the Qur’an about this is so
that people will know beforehand that there is no return from
that day; and that they should not become caught up in base-
less apprehensions, but seek Allah’s favor. Allah warns peo-
ple who do not think about the punishment waiting for them
or who doubit its reality, and those whose faith is not based on
sure knowledge, that they will eventually encounter these
truths in His presence. For those who remain profoundly
unaware due to their stubborn refusal to understand this,
imagining that they will be given another opportunity is noth-
ing more than self-deception.

People who deserve to be punished will give vent to their
sorrow and regret on the Day of Judgment:
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When he sees the punishment, (he says): “If only | could
have another chance so that | could be a good-doer!”
(Surat az-Zumar: 58)

In order to avoid unawareness and having to express
such sorrows, people should think carefully and fear His
wrath. The greatest error of those who deserve punishment is
that they compare the Hereafter with this earthly life; and His
interrogation, Paradise, and Hell with their experiences in this
world. They deceive themselves by thinking that they can
make up for every error in the Hereafter, just as they did in this
world. For example, if they fail a course at school or are
expelled, there is the possibility that they can redeem them-
selves in the future. Prisoners think that their sentences will
eventually be served, after which they will be released.
Indeed, this world’s troubles do not last for ever; they eventu-
ally end one day. Believing that they will also have such
opportunities in the Hereafter, heedless people transgress the
limits He has established for humanity. But they fail to realize
the falsity of this comparison, for such opportunities to make
restitution only exist in this world. The Hereafter is the place
where rewards, both positive and negative, are given. In order
to avoid the unawareness that will bring eternal punishment in
its wake, people must realize that they will not return from the
Hereafter and that they can repent and reform themselves
only in this world.

Knowing that Hell’s punishment will last
forever

In just the same way as they regard death, unaware peo-
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ple also regard Paradise and Hell as remote. However, both
Paradise and Hell are as certain as death. In those two loca-
tions, things have more clarity and truth than they have here.
Moreover, everyone will end up in one of them and remain
there forever.

When people ponder the truth that Hell is certain, their
fear of and respect for Allah and longing for Paradise grows.
Allah describes Hell as a place full of punishment:

That Day you will see the evildoers yoked together in

chains, wearing shirts of tar, their faces enveloped in

the Fire. (Surah Ibrahim: 49-50)

... We have prepared for the wrongdoers a Fire whose
billowing walls of smoke will hem them in. If they call out
for help, they will be helped with water like seething
molten brass, frying their faces. What a noxious drink!
What an evil repose! (Surat al-Kahf: 29)

... Those who do not believe will have garments of fire
cut out for them and boiling water poured over their
heads, which will melt the contents of their bellies as
well as their skin. They will be beaten with cudgels
made of iron. Every time they want to come out of it
because of their suffering, they will be driven back into
it: “Taste the punishment of the Burning!” (Surat al-Hajj:
19-22)

The Fire will sear their faces, making them grimace hor-
ribly in it, their lips drawn back from their teeth. (Surat
al-Mu’minun: 104)

When it (the Blaze) sees them coming from a long way
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off, they will hear it seething and rasping. When they are
flung into a narrow place in it, shackled together in
chains, they will cry out there for destruction. “Do not
cry out today for just one destruction, (but) cry out for
many destructions!” Say: “Is that better, or the Garden
of Eternal Life that was promised to those who guard
against evil? That is their recompense and destination.”
(Surat al-Furqgan: 12-15)

Some people cannot endure the slightest pain in this

world; but if they honestly think about what awaits them in
Hell, they will see that that particular punishment cannot be
compared with any pain in this world. In Hell, moreover, there
is no death to end the endless punishment:

They will want to get out of the Fire, but they will not be
able to. They will have an everlasting punishment. (Surat
al-Ma’ida: 37)

No indeed! Those who accumulate bad actions and are
surrounded by their mistakes, such people are the
Companions of the Fire, remaining in it timelessly, for-
ever. (Surat al-Bagara: 81)

It is a fact that this punishment is truly enormous and

without end. There is no escape from its eternal agony, and
no one becomes immune to or accustomed to it. If people
honestly consider this, their fear of and respect for Allah, as
well as their level of awareness, will increase. In this way, they
will be able to defeat their unawareness and seek His favor.

Understanding eternity

Some people are lazy when it comes to thinking about
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eternity. They do not try to understand it as an endless
expanse of time that can never end, but only as a period of
many years or centuries.

However, eternity is something quite different. It is not
equivalent to the life of a person or a generation; nor is it a
period of a thousand, ten thousand, a hundred thousand, a
million, or even a trillion years. It is completely beyond these;
it is time that never ends.

Those who accept this fact never risk the danger of
spending eternity in Hell, where they would have to endure an
eternal punishment that they could not bear for even one
moment in this world. Therefore, thinking about eternity rous-
es people from their unawareness, brings them to their sens-
es, and causes them to behave in ways pleasing to Allah.
Believers who fear eternal life in Hell also realize that they
have the possibility of living among the eternal blessings of
the Garden. As a result, they never choose this world’s tran-
sitory life over the endless life in the Hereafter.

Knowing the beauties of Paradise

Paradise is the reward for doing good works in this
world, fearing and respecting Allah, and seeking His favor. In
the Qur’an, Allah promises:

But as for those who believe and do right actions, We

will admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing under

them, remaining in them timelessly, forever and ever.

Allah’s promise is true. Whose speech could be truer

than His? (Surat an-Nisa’: 122)
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It is wrong to think of Paradise only as a place with beau-
tiful gardens. Above all, it is a place where human beings are
newly and beautifully re-created and live among endless
blessings, where all of one’s senses are sharper, and where
everything gives greater pleasure. This world’s transient plea-
sures are eternal in Paradise. Allah created these blessings as
shadows of what is to come. Even though there are similari-
ties between both sets of blessings, the blessings of Paradise
are far superior and unending. In addition, there are no phys-
ical imperfections in Paradise. Everyone will have a beautiful
form and will not sweat, smell bad, have the need to use the
toilet, or become sick. They will eat only for pleasure, not
because they are hungry or their body needs food, and will
not have to work for these blessings. Paradise contains things
that are beyond all desire or imagination, as well as every kind
of entertainment, splendid architecture, and amazing technol-
ogy. Naturally, all of this is displayed in a flawlessly perfect
order.

Every desirable activity that is deficient in the world,
especially people’s observance of Qur’anic morality, will be
complete in Paradise. There will be no backbiting, false accu-
sations, malicious criticism, cursing, lying, hypocrisy, envy,
arrogance, disloyalty, or resentment; rather, there will be only
peace, well-being, and Allah’s favor:

They will enter Gardens of Eden, where they will be

adorned with gold bracelets and pearls, and where their

clothing will be of silk. (Surah Fatir: 33)

The Companions of the Garden are busy enjoying them-
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selves today. They and their wives are reclining on
couches in the shade. They will have fruits there and
whatever they request. “Peace!” A word from a Merciful
Lord. (Surah Ya Sin: 55-58)

In Gardens of Delight on couches face to face, (believ-
ers will have) a cup from a flowing spring passing round
among them, as white as pure snow, delicious to those
who drink, which has no headache in it and does not
leave them stupefied. There will be dark-eyed maidens
with them, with eyes reserved for them alone, just like
closely guarded pearls. (Surat as-Saffat: 43-49)

Platters and cups of gold will be passed around among
them, and they will have all that their hearts desire and
in which their eyes take delight. You will remain in it
timelessly, forever. (Surat az-Zukhruf: 71)

As we see from these verses, Paradise is the eternal land
of peace where everything is of such an exalted level of beau-
ty that it surpasses human imagination and desire. However,
it is clearly stated in the Qur’an that Paradise has been pre-
pared only for those who believe and do good works:

But as for those who believe and do right actions, We

will admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing under

them, remaining in them timelessly, forever and ever. In
them they will have spouses of perfect purity, and We
will admit them into cool, refreshing shade. (Surat an-

Nisa’: 57)

As for those who believe and do right actions and hum-

ble themselves before their Lord, they are the
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Companions of the Garden, remaining in it timelessly,

forever. (Surah Hud: 23)

Pondering these descriptions is a very effective way of
dispelling unawareness and destroying worldly ambition. An
honest and serious consideration is enough for people to
understand that nothing on Earth can compare with the excel-
lence of Paradise. If they understand this, they will desire and
long for Paradise and work to be worthy of it by adhering to
Allah’s commands and prohibitions.



THE END OF UNAWARENESS

Despite all of Allah’s warnings, unawareness quickly
draws those who persist in it toward a horrible, indescribable,
and eternal punishment. Allah created this world as a place of
testing, and those who leave it without becoming aware will
continue their lives eternally among the people of Hell.

As revealed in the Qur’an, their eyes and ears have been
sealed and their understanding removed. Their understanding
and awareness are like those of animals. And, because they
are so by choice, they are even lower than animals:

We created many of the jinn and humanity for Hell. They

have hearts with which they do not understand, eyes

with which they do not see, and ears with which they do
not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are even
further astray! They are the unaware. (Surat al-A‘raf:

179)

Do you suppose that most of them hear or understand?
They are just like cattle. Indeed, they are even further
astray! (Surat al-Furgan: 44)

Animals have no awareness. Allah compares unaware
people to them, because their animal-like unawareness has
caused their hearts to harden. Whatever they see and hear,
and all of the admonitions and advice they receive, do not lift
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them out of that state. As a result, they do not learn anything
from what happens to them.

All people without exception are responsible for under-
standing and living according to the truth. But if they persist
in their unawareness, they become less intelligent than other
living species and lose those qualities that make them human.
The sense, perception, and understanding that Allah gives to
everyone so that they can know of His existence and serve
Him are closed to these people who are determined to persist
in unawareness:

Those are the people whose hearts, hearing, and sight

have been sealed up by Allah. They are the unaware.

(Surat an-Nahl: 108)

Such individuals can no longer save themselves from living
among the people of Hell unless they turn towards Him. Their
lack of awareness and confusion will be even greater in Hell:

Those who are blind in this world will be blind in the

Hereafter and even further off the Path. (Surat al-Isra’:

72)

The harshness of the punishment and its terror are
described in verses as follows:

... the kindled Fire of Allah reaching right into the heart.

It is sealed in above them in towering columns. (Surat

al-Humaza: 6-9)

People who live in a state of unawareness, who make no
effort to escape from this state, and who die without being
aware of the Qur’an and His pleasure will be dragged down to
Hell.



CONCLUSION

As we have said throughout this book, being caught up
in unawareness is one of the main factors that lead people to
destruction. Unaware people may think that everything is
going well and that they are living a comfortable life. The
surest sign of this is their misguided idea that they know
everything and do everything correctly. However, their
unawareness will end in Allah’s presence in the Hereafter:

(On the Day of Threat, they will be told:) “You were

heedless of this, so We have stripped you of your cov-

ering and today your sight is sharp.” (Surah Qaf: 22)

Now they will begin to clearly see the truths that they
always ignored and refused to believe while alive. They will
encounter the punishment that the believers had told them
about but to which they never paid any attention. On that day,
they will want to be destroyed or return to the world so that
they can try to win His pleasure. But the time for such rethink-
ing is now past; there is no place for them except among the
people of Hell in eternal punishment:

But when the eyesight is dazzled, the Moon is eclipsed,

and the Sun and Moon are fused together, on that Day

humanity will ask: “To where can | run?” No indeed!
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There will be no safe place. On that Day, the only rest-

ing place will be your Lord. (Surat al-Qiyama: 7-12)

All people who die in a state of unawareness will experi-
ence great fear, sorrow, and helplessness on the Day of
Judgment. The only way to avoid such an end is to honestly
examine their lives, reject the unawareness that places them
below animals, obey the Qur’an, remember Him at all times,
and turn to Him in complete sincerity.

It is a great mistake to refuse to recognize one’s
unawareness, thinking that he or she can never fall into such
a trap. This illusory belief only makes one more vulnerable to
succumbing to this blindness, for satan misses no opportuni-
ty to escort someone to Hell:

Among people, there is one who argues about Allah

without knowledge and follows every rebellious satan. It

is written of him that if anyone takes him as a friend, he
will mislead him and guide him to the punishment of the

Searing Blaze. (Surat al-Haijj: 3-4)

Clearly satan uses unawareness, without any regard for
conditions or surroundings, to tempt everyone to follow their
egos’ desires. But this unawareness stalks only those who are
content to live in such a state. Individuals of good conscience,
who are not content to remain unaware and be friends of
satan, always have a way out: always remembering and turn-
ing to Him, fearing and respecting Him, and seeking His favor
at all times. These dispel unawareness and raise people to an
elevated level of awareness, wisdom, and faith. And this, no
matter how much satan denies it, is the best, most comfort-
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able, and surest way to attain eternal happiness. So, it is
never too late to turn to Allah in true sincerity and hope for His
mercy:
Your Lord knows best what is in your selves. If you are
righteous, He is Ever-Forgiving to the remorseful. (Surat
al-Isra’: 25)

Adnan Oktar



THE DECEPTION
OF EVOLUTION

Darwinism, in other words the theory of evolution, was
put forward with the aim of denying the fact of creation, but is
in truth nothing but failed, unscientific nonsense. This theory,
which claims that life emerged by chance from inanimate mat-
ter, was invalidated by the scientific evidence of miraculous
order in the universe and in living things. In this way, science
confirmed the fact that Allah created the universe and the liv-
ing things in it. The propaganda carried out today in order to
keep the theory of evolution alive is based solely on the dis-
tortion of the scientific facts, biased interpretation, and lies
and falsehoods disguised as science.

Yet this propaganda cannot conceal the truth. The fact
that the theory of evolution is the greatest deception in the
history of science has been expressed more and more in the
scientific world over the last 20-30 years. Research carried
out after the 1980s in particular has revealed that the claims
of Darwinism are totally unfounded, something that has been
stated by a large number of scientists. In the United States in
particular, many scientists from such different fields as biolo-
gy, biochemistry and paleontology recognize the invalidity of
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Darwinism and employ the fact of creation to account for the
origin of life.

We have examined the collapse of the theory of evolution
and the proofs of creation in great scientific detail in many of
our works, and are still continuing to do so. Given the enor-
mous importance of this subject, it will be of great benefit to
summarize it here.

The Scientific Collapse of Darwinism

Although this doctrine goes back as far as ancient
Greece, the theory of evolution was advanced extensively in
the nineteenth century. The most important development that
made it the top topic of the world of science was Charles
Darwin's The Origin of Species, published in 1859. In this
book, he denied that Allah created different living species on
Earth separately, for he claimed that all living beings had a
common ancestor and had diversified over time through small
changes. Darwin's theory was not based on any concrete sci-
entific finding; as he also accepted, it was just an "assump-
tion." Moreover, as Darwin confessed in the long chapter of
his book titled "Difficulties on Theory," the theory failed in the
face of many critical questions.

Darwin invested all of his hopes in new scientific discov-
eries, which he expected to solve these difficulties. However,
contrary to his expectations, scientific findings expanded the
dimensions of these difficulties. The defeat of Darwinism in
the face of science can be reviewed under three basic topics:

1) The theory cannot explain how life originated on Earth.
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2) No scientific finding shows that the "evolutionary
mechanisms" proposed by the theory have any evolutionary
power at all.

3) The fossil record proves the exact opposite of what
the theory suggests.

In this section, we will examine these three basic points
in general outlines:

The First Insurmountable Step:
The Origin of Life

The theory of evolution posits that all living species
evolved from a single living cell that emerged on the primitive
Earth 3.8 billion years ago. How a single cell could generate
millions of complex living species and, if such an evolution
really occurred, why traces of it cannot be observed in the
fossil record are some of the questions that the theory cannot
answer. However, first and foremost, we need to ask: How did
this "first cell" originate?

Since the theory of evolution denies creation and any
kind of supernatural intervention, it maintains that the "first
cell" originated coincidentally within the laws of nature, with-
out any design, plan or arrangement. According to the theory,
inanimate matter must have produced a living cell as a result
of coincidences. Such a claim, however, is inconsistent with
the most unassailable rules of biology.
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Life Comes From Life

In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The
primitive understanding of science in his time rested on the
assumption that living beings had a very simple structure.
Since medieval times, spontaneous generation, which asserts
that non-living materials came together to form living organ-
isms, had been widely accepted. It was commonly believed
that insects came into being from food leftovers, and mice
from wheat. Interesting experiments were conducted to prove
this theory. Some wheat was placed on a dirty piece of cloth,
and it was believed that mice would originate from it after a
while.

Similarly, maggots developing in rotting meat was
assumed to be evidence of spontaneous generation.
However, it was later understood that worms did not appear
on meat spontaneously, but were carried there by flies in the
form of larvae, invisible to the naked eye.

Even when Darwin wrote The Origin of Species, the belief
that bacteria could come into existence from non-living mat-
ter was widely accepted in the world of science.

However, five years after the publication of Darwin's
book, Louis Pasteur announced his results after long studies
and experiments, that disproved spontaneous generation, a
cornerstone of Darwin's theory. In his triumphal lecture at the
Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur said: "Never will the doctrine of
spontaneous generation recover from the mortal blow struck
by this simple experiment."

For a long time, advocates of the theory of evolution
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resisted these findings. However, as the development of sci-
ence unraveled the complex structure of the cell of a living
being, the idea that life could come into being coincidentally
faced an even greater impasse.

Inconclusive Efforts of the Twentieth Century

The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the ori-
gin of life in the twentieth century was the renowned Russian
biologist Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced
in the 1930s, he tried to prove that a living cell could originate
by coincidence. These studies, however, were doomed to fail-
ure, and Oparin had to make the following confession:

Unfortunately, however, the problem of the origin of the

cell is perhaps the most obscure point in the whole study

of the evolution of organisms.2

Evolutionist followers of Oparin tried to carry out experi-
ments to solve this problem. The best known experiment was
carried out by the American chemist Stanley Miller in 1953.
Combining the gases he alleged to have existed in the pri-
mordial Earth's atmosphere in an experiment set-up, and
adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthesized several
organic molecules (amino acids) present in the structure of
proteins.

Barely a few years had passed before it was revealed
that this experiment, which was then presented as an impor-
tant step in the name of evolution, was invalid, for the atmos-
phere used in the experiment was very different from the real
Earth conditions.3
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After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmos-
phere medium he used was unrealistic.4

All the evolutionists' efforts throughout the twentieth
century to explain the origin of life ended in failure. The geo-
chemist Jeffrey Bada, from the San Diego Scripps Institute
accepts this fact in an article published in Earth magazine in
1998:

Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the

biggest unsolved problem that we had when we entered

the twentieth century: How did life originate on Earth?®

The Complex Structure of Life

The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up
in such a great impasse regarding the origin of life is that even
those living organisms deemed to be the simplest have
incredibly complex structures. The cell of a living thing is more
complex than all of our man-made technological products.
Today, even in the most developed laboratories of the world,
a living cell cannot be produced by bringing organic chemi-
cals together.

The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too
great in quantity to be explained away by coincidences. The
probability of proteins, the building blocks of a cell, being syn-
thesized coincidentally, is 1 in 10990 for an average protein
made up of 500 amino acids. In mathematics, a probability
smaller than 1 over 1090 is considered to be impossible in
practical terms.

The DNA molecule, which is located in the nucleus of a
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cell and which stores genetic information, is an incredible
databank. If the information coded in DNA were written down,
it would make a giant library consisting of an estimated 900
volumes of encyclopedias consisting of 500 pages each.

A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA
can replicate itself only with the help of some specialized pro-
teins (enzymes). However, the synthesis of these enzymes
can be realized only by the information coded in DNA. As they
both depend on each other, they have to exist at the same
time for replication. This brings the scenario that life originat-
ed by itself to a deadlock. Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolutionist of
repute from the University of San Diego, California, confesses
this fact in the September 1994 issue of the Scientific
American magazine:

It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic

acids, both of which are structurally complex, arose

spontaneously in the same place at the same time. Yet it
also seems impossible to have one without the other.

And so, at first glance, one might have to conclude that

life could never, in fact, have originated by chemical

means.6

No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated
from natural causes, then it has to be accepted that life was
“created" in a supernatural way. This fact explicitly invalidates
the theory of evolution, whose main purpose is to deny cre-
ation.
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Imaginary Mechanism of Evolution

The second important point that negates Darwin's theo-
ry is that both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolu-
tionary mechanisms" were understood to have, in reality, no
evolutionary power.

Darwin based his evolution allegation entirely on the
mechanism of "natural selection." The importance he placed
on this mechanism was evident in the name of his book: The
Origin of Species, By Means of Natural Selection...

Natural selection holds that those living things that are
stronger and more suited to the natural conditions of their
habitats will survive in the struggle for life. For example, in a
deer herd under the threat of attack by wild animals, those
that can run faster will survive. Therefore, the deer herd will be
comprised of faster and stronger individuals. However,
unquestionably, this mechanism will not cause deer to evolve
and transform themselves into another living species, for
instance, horses.

Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no
evolutionary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and
had to state this in his book The Origin of Species:

Natural selection can do nothing until favourable individ-

ual differences or variations occur.”

Lamarck’s Impact

So, how could these "favorable variations" occur?
Darwin tried to answer this question from the standpoint of
the primitive understanding of science at that time. According
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to the French biologist Chevalier de Lamarck (1744-1829),
who lived before Darwin, living creatures passed on the traits
they acquired during their lifetime to the next generation. He
asserted that these traits, which accumulated from one gen-
eration to another, caused new species to be formed. For
instance, he claimed that giraffes evolved from antelopes; as
they struggled to eat the leaves of high trees, their necks were
extended from generation to generation.

Darwin also gave similar examples. In his book The
Origin of Species, for instance, he said that some bears going
into water to find food transformed themselves into whales
over time.8

However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Gregor
Mendel (1822-84) and verified by the science of genetics,
which flourished in the twentieth century, utterly demolished
the legend that acquired traits were passed on to subsequent
generations. Thus, natural selection fell out of favor as an evo-
lutionary mechanism.

Neo-Darwinism and Mutations

In order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the
"Modern Synthetic Theory," or as it is more commonly known,
Neo-Darwinism, at the end of the 1930s. Neo-Darwinism
added mutations, which are distortions formed in the genes of
living beings due to such external factors as radiation or repli-
cation errors, as the "cause of favorable variations" in addition
to natural mutation.

Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is
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Neo-Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living
beings formed as a result of a process whereby numerous
complex organs of these organisms (e.g., ears, eyes, lungs,
and wings) underwent "mutations," that is, genetic disorders.
Yet, there is an outright scientific fact that totally undermines
this theory: Mutations do not cause living beings to develop;
on the contrary, they are always harmful.

The reason for this is very simple: DNA has a very com-
plex structure, and random effects can only harm it. The
American geneticist B. G. Ranganathan explains this as fol-
lows:

First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature.
Secondly, most mutations are harmful since they are ran-
dom, rather than orderly changes in the structure of
genes; any random change in a highly ordered system
will be for the worse, not for the better. For example, if an
earthquake were to shake a highly ordered structure
such as a building, there would be a random change in
the framework of the building which, in all probability,
would not be an improvement.®

Not surprisingly, no mutation example, which is useful,
that is, which is observed to develop the genetic code, has
been observed so far. All mutations have proved to be harm-
ful. It was understood that mutation, which is presented as an
"evolutionary mechanism," is actually a genetic occurrence
that harms living things, and leaves them disabled. (The most
common effect of mutation on human beings is cancer.) Of
course, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolutionary
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mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do
nothing by itself," as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows
us that there is no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since
no evolutionary mechanism exists, no such any imaginary
process called "evolution" could have taken place.

The Fossil Record: No Sign of Intermediate
Forms

The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the
theory of evolution did not take place is the fossil record.

According to this theory, every living species has sprung
from a predecessor. A previously existing species turned into
something else over time and all species have come into
being in this way. In other words, this transformation pro-
ceeds gradually over millions of years.

Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species
should have existed and lived within this long transformation
period.

For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have
lived in the past which had acquired some reptilian traits in
addition to the fish traits they already had. Or there should
have existed some reptile-birds, which acquired some bird
traits in addition to the reptilian traits they already had. Since
these would be in a transitional phase, they should be dis-
abled, defective, crippled living beings. Evolutionists refer to
these imaginary creatures, which they believe to have lived in
the past, as "transitional forms."

If such animals ever really existed, there should be mil-
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lions and even billions of them in number and variety. More
importantly, the remains of these strange creatures should be
present in the fossil record. In The Origin of Species, Darwin
explained:
If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties,
linking most closely all of the species of the same group
together must assuredly have existed... Consequently,
evidence of their former existence could be found only
amongst fossil remains.10

Darwin’s Hopes Shattered

However, although evolutionists have been making
strenuous efforts to find fossils since the middle of the nine-
teenth century all over the world, no transitional forms have
yet been uncovered. All of the fossils, contrary to the evolu-
tionists' expectations, show that life appeared on Earth all of
a sudden and fully-formed.

One famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits
this fact, even though he is an evolutionist:

The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in

detail, whether at the level of orders or of species, we

find — over and over again — not gradual evolution, but the
sudden explosion of one group at the expense of anoth-
er.

This means that in the fossil record, all living species
suddenly emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate
forms in between. This is just the opposite of Darwin's
assumptions. Also, this is very strong evidence that all living
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things are created. The only explanation of a living species
emerging suddenly and complete in every detail without any
evolutionary ancestor is that it was created. This fact is admit-
ted also by the widely known evolutionist biologist Douglas
Futuyma:

Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the pos-
sible explanations for the origin of living things.
Organisms either appeared on the earth fully developed
or they did not. If they did not, they must have developed
from pre-existing species by some process of modifica-
tion. If they did appear in a fully developed state, they
must indeed have been created by some omnipotent
intelligence.?

Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed
and in a perfect state on the Earth. That means that "the ori-
gin of species," contrary to Darwin's supposition, is not evo-
lution, but creation.

The Tale of Human Evolution

The subject most often brought up by advocates of the
theory of evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The
Darwinist claim holds that modern man evolved from ape-like
creatures. During this alleged evolutionary process, which is
supposed to have started 4-5 million years ago, some "transi-
tional forms" between modern man and his ancestors are sup-
posed to have existed. According to this completely imaginary
scenario, four basic "categories" are listed:

1. Australopithecus
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2. Homo habilis

3. Homo erectus

4. Homo sapiens

Evolutionists call man's so-called first ape-like ancestors
Australopithecus, which means "South African ape." These
living beings are actually nothing but an old ape species that
has become extinct. Extensive research done on various
Australopithecus specimens by two world famous anatomists
from England and the USA, namely, Lord Solly Zuckerman
and Prof. Charles Oxnard, shows that these apes belonged to
an ordinary ape species that became extinct and bore no
resemblance to humans.13

Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution
as "homo," that is "man." According to their claim, the living
beings in the Homo series are more developed than
Australopithecus. Evolutionists devise a fanciful evolution
scheme by arranging different fossils of these creatures in a
particular order. This scheme is imaginary because it has
never been proved that there is an evolutionary relation
between these different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the twen-
tieth century's most important evolutionists, contends in his
book One Long Argument that "particularly historical [puzzles]
such as the origin of life or of Homo sapiens, are extremely
difficult and may even resist a final, satisfying explanation."14

By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo
habilis > Homo erectus > Homo sapiens, evolutionists imply
that each of these species is one another's ancestor.
However, recent findings of paleoanthropologists have
revealed that Australopithecus, Homo habilis, and Homo
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erectus lived at different parts of the world at the same time. 15

Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as
Homo erectus have lived up until very modern times. Homo
sapiens neandarthalensis and Homo sapiens sapiens (mod-
ern man) co-existed in the same region.16

This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the
claim that they are ancestors of one another. Stephen Jay
Gould explained this deadlock of the theory of evolution
although he was himself one of the leading advocates of evo-
lution in the twentieth century:

What has become of our ladder if there are three coex-

isting lineages of hominids (A. africanus, the robust aus-

tralopithecines, and H. habilis), none clearly derived from
another? Moreover, none of the three display any evolu-
tionary trends during their tenure on earth.17

Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is
"upheld" with the help of various drawings of some "half ape,
half human" creatures appearing in the media and course
books, that is, frankly, by means of propaganda, is nothing
but a tale with no scientific foundation.

Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and
respected scientists in the U.K., who carried out research on
this subject for years and studied Australopithecus fossils for
15 years, finally concluded, despite being an evolutionist him-
self, that there is, in fact, no such family tree branching out
from ape-like creatures to man.

Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of sci-
ence" ranging from those he considered scientific to those he
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considered unscientific. According to Zuckerman's spectrum,
the most "scientific"—that is, depending on concrete data—
fields of science are chemistry and physics. After them come
the biological sciences and then the social sciences. At the far
end of the spectrum, which is the part considered to be most
"unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception"—concepts
such as telepathy and sixth sense—and finally "human evolu-
tion." Zuckerman explains his reasoning:
We then move right off the register of objective truth into
those fields of presumed biological science, like
extrasensory perception or the interpretation of man's
fossil history, where to the faithful [evolutionist] anything
is possible — and where the ardent believer [in evolution]
is sometimes able to believe several contradictory things
at the same time.18
The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but
the prejudiced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by
certain people, who blindly adhere to their theory.

Darwinian Formula!

Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so
far, let us now for once, examine what kind of a superstition
the evolutionists have with an example so simple as to be
understood even by children:

The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by
chance. According to this claim, lifeless and unconscious
atoms came together to form the cell and then they somehow
formed other living things, including man. Let us think about
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that. When we bring together the elements that are the build-
ing-blocks of life such as carbon, phosphorus, nitrogen and
potassium, only a heap is formed. No matter what treatments
it undergoes, this atomic heap cannot form even a single liv-
ing being. If you like, let us formulate an "experiment" on this
subject and let us examine on the behalf of evolutionists what
they really claim without pronouncing loudly under the name
"Darwinian formula":

Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the
composition of living things such as phosphorus, nitrogen,
carbon, oxygen, iron, and magnesium into big barrels.
Moreover, let them add in these barrels any material that does
not exist under normal conditions, but they think as neces-
sary. Let them add in this mixture as many amino acids and
as many proteins—a single one of which has a formation
probability of 10990—as they like. Let them expose these
mixtures to as much heat and moisture as they like. Let them
stir these with whatever technologically developed device
they like. Let them put the foremost scientists beside these
barrels. Let these experts wait in turn beside these barrels for
billions, and even trillions of years. Let them be free to use all
kinds of conditions they believe to be necessary for a
human's formation. No matter what they do, they cannot pro-
duce from these barrels a human, say a professor that exam-
ines his cell structure under the electron microscope. They
cannot produce giraffes, lions, bees, canaries, horses, dol-
phins, roses, orchids, lilies, carnations, bananas, oranges,
apples, dates, tomatoes, melons, watermelons, figs, olives,
grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheasants, multicoloured butter-
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flies, or millions of other living beings such as these. Indeed,
they could not obtain even a single cell of any one of them.

Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by com-
ing together. They cannot take a new decision and divide this
cell into two, then take other decisions and create the profes-
sors who first invent the electron microscope and then exam-
ine their own cell structure under that microscope. Matter is
an unconscious, lifeless heap, and it comes to life with Allah's
superior creation.

The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a
total fallacy completely contrary to reason. Thinking even a lit-
tle bit on the claims of evolutionists discloses this reality, just
as in the above example.

Technology in the Eye and the Ear

Another subject that remains unanswered by evolution-
ary theory is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and
the ear.

Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly
answer the question of how we see. Light rays coming from
an object fall oppositely on the eye's retina. Here, these light
rays are transmitted into electric signals by cells and reach a
tiny spot at the back of the brain, the "center of vision." These
electric signals are perceived in this center as an image after
a series of processes. With this technical background, let us
do some thinking.

The brain is insulated from light. That means that its
inside is completely dark, and that no light reaches the place
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where it is located. Thus, the "center of vision" is never
touched by light and may even be the darkest place you have
ever known. However, you observe a luminous, bright world
in this pitch darkness.

The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that
even the technology of the twentieth century has not been
able to attain it. For instance, look at the book you are read-
ing, your hands with which you are holding it, and then lift
your head and look around you. Have you ever seen such a
sharp and distinct image as this one at any other place? Even
the most developed television screen produced by the great-
est television producer in the world cannot provide such a
sharp image for you. This is a three-dimensional, colored, and
extremely sharp image. For more than 100 years, thousands
of engineers have been trying to achieve this sharpness.
Factories, huge premises were established, much research
has been done, plans and designs have been made for this
purpose. Again, look at a TV screen and the book you hold in
your hands. You will see that there is a big difference in sharp-
ness and distinction. Moreover, the TV screen shows you a
two-dimensional image, whereas with your eyes, you watch a
three-dimensional perspective with depth.

For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have
tried to make a three-dimensional TV and achieve the vision
quality of the eye. Yes, they have made a three-dimensional
television system, but it is not possible to watch it without
putting on special 3-D glasses; moreover, it is only an artificial
three-dimension. The background is more blurred, the fore-
ground appears like a paper setting. Never has it been possi-
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ble to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the eye.
In both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image
quality.

Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this
sharp and distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if
somebody told you that the television in your room was
formed as a result of chance, that all of its atoms just hap-
pened to come together and make up this device that pro-
duces an image, what would you think? How can atoms do
what thousands of people cannot?

If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye
could not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident
that the eye and the image seen by the eye could not have
been formed by chance. The same situation applies to the
ear. The outer ear picks up the available sounds by the auri-
cle and directs them to the middle ear, the middle ear trans-
mits the sound vibrations by intensifying them, and the inner
ear sends these vibrations to the brain by translating them
into electric signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hearing
finalizes in the center of hearing in the brain.

The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the
brain is insulated from sound just as it is from light. It does not
let any sound in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the out-
side, the inside of the brain is completely silent. Nevertheless,
the sharpest sounds are perceived in the brain. In your com-
pletely silent brain, you listen to symphonies, and hear all of
the noises in a crowded place. However, were the sound level
in your brain measured by a precise device at that moment,
complete silence would be found to be prevailing there.
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As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been
spent in trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faith-
ful to the original. The results of these efforts are sound
recorders, high-fidelity systems, and systems for sensing
sound. Despite all of this technology and the thousands of
engineers and experts who have been working on this
endeavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same
sharpness and clarity as the sound perceived by the ear.
Think of the highest-quality hi-fi systems produced by the
largest company in the music industry. Even in these devices,
when sound is recorded some of it is lost; or when you turn
on a hi-fi you always hear a hissing sound before the music
starts. However, the sounds that are the products of the
human body's technology are extremely sharp and clear. A
human ear never perceives a sound accompanied by a hiss-
ing sound or with atmospherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it per-
ceives sound exactly as it is, sharp and clear. This is the way
it has been since the creation of man.

So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has
been as sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data
as are the eye and the ear. However, as far as seeing and
hearing are concerned, a far greater truth lies beyond all this.

To Whom Does the Consciousness that Sees

and Hears within the Brain Belong?

Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to
symphonies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose?

The stimulations coming from a person's eyes, ears, and



Harun Yahya

nose travel to the brain as electro-chemical nerve impulses. In
biology, physiology, and biochemistry books, you can find
many details about how this image forms in the brain.
However, you will never come across the most important fact:
Who perceives these electro-chemical nerve impulses as
images, sounds, odors, and sensory events in the brain?
There is a consciousness in the brain that perceives all this
without feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose. To
whom does this consciousness belong? Of course it does not
belong to the nerves, the fat layer, and neurons comprising
the brain. This is why Darwinist-materialists, who believe that
everything is comprised of matter, cannot answer these ques-
tions.

For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah,
which needs neither the eye to watch the images nor the ear
to hear the sounds. Furthermore, it does not need the brain to
think.

Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact
should ponder on Almighty Allah, and fear and seek refuge in
Him, for He squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place
of a few cubic centimeters in a three-dimensional, colored,
shadowy, and luminous form.

A Materialist Faith

The information we have presented so far shows us that
the theory of evolution is incompatible with scientific findings.
The theory's claim regarding the origin of life is inconsistent
with science, the evolutionary mechanisms it proposes have
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no evolutionary power, and fossils demonstrate that the
required intermediate forms have never existed. So, it certain-
ly follows that the theory of evolution should be pushed aside
as an unscientific idea. This is how many ideas, such as the
Earth-centered universe model, have been taken out of the
agenda of science throughout history.

However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of
science. Some people even try to represent criticisms direct-
ed against it as an "attack on science." Why?

The reason is that this theory is an indispensable dog-
matic belief for some circles. These circles are blindly devot-
ed to materialist philosophy and adopt Darwinism because it
is the only materialist explanation that can be put forward to
explain the workings of nature.

Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from
time to time. A well-known geneticist and an outspoken evo-
lutionist, Richard C. Lewontin from Harvard University, con-
fesses that he is "first and foremost a materialist and then a
scientist":

It is not that the methods and institutions of science
somehow compel us accept a material explanation of the
phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we are
forced by our a priori adherence to material causes to
create an apparatus of investigation and a set of con-
cepts that produce material explanations, no matter how
counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the uniniti-
ated. Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we can-
not allow a Divine [intervention]...1®

These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma
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kept alive just for the sake of adherence to materialism. This
dogma maintains that there is no being save matter.
Therefore, it argues that inanimate, unconscious matter creat-
ed life. It insists that millions of different living species (e.g.,
birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees, flowers, whales, and
human beings) originated as a result of the interactions
between matter such as pouring rain, lightning flashes, and so
on, out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary both to
reason and science. Yet Darwinists continue to defend it just
so as "not to allow a Divine intervention."

Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings
with a materialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living
beings are works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise,
and All-Knowing. This Creator is Allah, Who created the whole
universe from non-existence, designed it in the most perfect
form, and fashioned all living beings.

The Theory of Evolution: The Most Potent
Spell in the World

Anyone free of prejudice and the influence of any partic-
ular ideology, who uses only his or her reason and logic, will
clearly understand that belief in the theory of evolution, which
brings to mind the superstitions of societies with no knowl-
edge of science or civilization, is quite impossible.

As explained above, those who believe in the theory of
evolution think that a few atoms and molecules thrown into a
huge vat could produce thinking, reasoning professors and
university students; such scientists as Einstein and Galileo;
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such artists as Humphrey Bogart, Frank Sinatra and Luciano
Pavarotti; as well as antelopes, lemon trees, and carnations.
Moreover, as the scientists and professors who believe in this
nonsense are educated people, it is quite justifiable to speak
of this theory as "the most potent spell in history." Never
before has any other belief or idea so taken away peoples'
powers of reason, refused to allow them to think intelligently
and logically, and hidden the truth from them as if they had
been blindfolded. This is an even worse and unbelievable
blindness than the totem worship in some parts of Africa, the
people of Saba worshipping the Sun, the tribe of Prophet
Ibrahim (as) worshipping idols they had made with their own
hands, or the people of Prophet Musa (as) worshipping the
Golden Calf.

In fact, Allah has pointed to this lack of reason in the
Qur'an. In many verses, He reveals that some peoples' minds
will be closed and that they will be powerless to see the truth.
Some of these verses are as follows:

As for those who do not believe, it makes no difference

to them whether you warn them or do not warn them,

they will not believe. Allah has sealed up their hearts and
hearing and over their eyes is a blindfold. They will have

a terrible punishment. (Surat al-Baqara, 6-7)

... They have hearts with which they do not understand.
They have eyes with which they do not see. They have
ears with which they do not hear. Such people are like
cattle. No, they are even further astray! They are the
unaware. (Surat al-A‘raf, 179)
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Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and
they spent the day ascending through it, they would only
say: "Our eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been

put under a spell!" (Surat al-Hijr, 14-15)

Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this
spell should hold such a wide community in thrall, keep peo-
ple from the truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is under-
standable that one or a few people might believe in impossi-
ble scenarios and claims full of stupidity and illogicality.
However, "magic" is the only possible explanation for people
from all over the world believing that unconscious and lifeless
atoms suddenly decided to come together and form a uni-
verse that functions with a flawless system of organization,
discipline, reason, and consciousness; a planet named Earth
with all of its features so perfectly suited to life; and living
things full of countless complex systems.

In fact, the Qur'an relates the incident of Prophet Musa
(as) and Pharaoh to show that some people who support
atheistic philosophies actually influence others by magic.
When Pharaoh was told about the true religion, he told
Prophet Musa (as) to meet with his own magicians. When
Musa (as) did so, he told them to demonstrate their abilities
first. The verses continue:

He said: "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a

spell on the people's eyes and caused them to feel great

fear of them. They produced an extremely powerful

magic. (Surat al-A‘raf, 116)

As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to
deceive everyone, apart from Musa (as) and those who
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believed in him. However, his evidence broke the spell, or
"swallowed up what they had forged," as the verse puts it:

We revealed to Musa: "Throw down your staff." And it

immediately swallowed up what they had forged. So the

Truth took place and what they did was shown to be

false. (Surat al-A‘raf, 117-8)

As we can see, when people realized that a spell had
been cast upon them and that what they saw was just an illu-
sion, Pharaoh's magicians lost all credibility. In the present
day too, unless those who, under the influence of a similar
spell, believe in these ridiculous claims under their scientific
disguise and spend their lives defending them, abandon their
superstitious beliefs, they also will be humiliated when the full
truth emerges and the spell is broken. In fact, world-renowned
British writer and philosopher Malcolm Muggeridge, who was
an atheist defending evolution for some 60 years, but who
subsequently realized the truth, reveals the position in which
the theory of evolution would find itself in the near future in
these terms:

I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, espe-

cially the extent to which it's been applied, will be one of

the great jokes in the history books in the future.

Posterity will marvel that so very flimsy and dubious an

hypothesis could be accepted with the incredible

credulity that it has.20

That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will
soon see that "chance" is not a deity, and will look back on
the theory of evolution as the worst deceit and the most terri-
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ble spell in the world. That spell is already rapidly beginning to
be lifted from the shoulders of people all over the world. Many
people who see its true face are wondering with amazement
how they could ever have been taken in by it.

They said. “Glory be to Youl We have no knowledge
except what You have taught us. You are the
All: Xnowing, the All-Wise.”

(Surat alBagara, 32)
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