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As Muslims, we strongly condemn all the terrorist attacks all around the world, which cause the death and injury of thousands of innocent people.

What is the true source of terrorism? This is the question at the top of the world agenda. 

Unfortunately there is some ideas being told, like Islamic Terror. However, this is a very important claim and a great misconception. 

Because Islam is a religion of peace and tolerance.
And as we will study it in detail:

True Islam forbids violence. 

Islam encourages peace between people and between nations.

So, the words "Islam" and "terror" cannot stand side by side. 

My speech maintains that: 

Definitely, the source of the terror cannot be related to a divine religion, 

and that: 

There is no room for terrorism in Islam. 

This is made clear in the Qur’an. 

And it is obvious in the practices of the Prophet Muhammad and all true Muslim rulers.

SLIDE 2 

What is Terrorism?

First of all, we have to define the concept of Terrorism.

As you know, for centuries various acts of terrorism have been carried out.

Sometimes a communist, sometimes a fascist group, and sometimes radical and separatist factions assume responsibility for these acts. 

SLIDE 3 

In Europe: 17 November in Greece, RAF (Red Army Faction) and Neo-Nazis in Germany, ETA in Spain, Red Brigades in Italy and many other organisations… 

They seek to make their voices heard through terror and violence by killing innocent and defenceless civilians. 

Besides these Western organisations, there are terror organisations of Middle East origin, as well. 
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But Please keep in mind: 

It is a fact that: 
these terrorists carry Christian, Muslim or Jewish identities.  

However: 

Even if terrorists have Muslim identities, the terror they perpetrate cannot be labelled “Islamic terror”. 

OR 

called “Jewish terror” if the perpetrators were Jews 

OR 

“Christian terror” if they were Christians. 
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WHY? 

That is because, 

for any divine religion murdering innocent people is unacceptable; 

unless forgiven by God, murdering innocent people is a great sin 

that brings torment in Hell.

Moreover:

Such violence is an attack to religion itself. 

It may well be that the aim of this violence is to present religion as evil, 

to divorce people from religion 

and to generate hatred towards those who are religious. 

And we need to keep in mind that: 

Among those who were killed in New York and Washington, 

there were people who loved Jesus (Christians), the Prophet Moses (Jews) and the Prophet Muhammad (Muslims). 

Consequently, every attack on American citizens or other innocent people having faith is actually an attack made against religion. 
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Religion commands love, mercy and peace. 
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Terror, on the other hand, is the opposite of religion; 

it is cruel, merciless and demands bloodshed and misery. 
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So:

The origins of a terrorist act should be sought in disbelief, rather than in religion. 

If one can kill innocent people without blinking an eye, then he is a nonbeliever, not a believer. He is a murderer with no fear of God, whose main ambition is to shed blood and to cause harm. 

For this reason, 
"Islamic terror" is an erroneous concept which contradicts Islam’s message. 

On the contrary, Muslims are responsible for preventing these acts and bringing peace and justice to the world. 
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ISLAMIC MORALITY: THE SOURCE OF PEACE AND SECURITY

Besides all these facts, some people still, may say that “something is done in the name of religion”. They may, in fact, misunderstand that religion and as a result, practice it wrongly. 

And It would be wrong to form ideas about that religion by taking these people as an example. 

Islam is the Religion of Peace 

No doubt, the best way of understanding a religion is to study its divine source.

Islam’s divine source is the Qur’an. 

Qur’an is based on concepts of morality, love, compassion, humility, sacrifice, tolerance and peace. 

In The Qur’an, Allahcommands man to adopt good morals. 

Even the word “Islam” is derived from the word meaning "peace" in Arabic. 
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Islam is a religion which aims to present a peaceable life on earth. 

In Sura Baqara, verse 208, Allahaddresses believers as follows: 

“O You who believe! Enter absolutely into peace (Islam). Do not follow in the footsteps of Satan. He is an outright enemy to you.“

As the verse makes clear, security can only be ensured by “entering into Islam”, that is, living by the values of the Qur’an. 

A Muslim, holding the values of the Qur’an, is responsible for treating all people, whether Muslim or non-Muslim:

* kindly and justly, 

* protecting the needy and the innocent and 

* “preventing the dissemination of mischief”. 

Mischief comprises all forms of anarchy and terror that remove security, comfort and peace. 
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Murdering a person for no reason is one of the most obvious examples of mischief. Allahrepeats in the Qur’an a command He formerly revealed to Jews in the Old Testament thus: 

... if someone kills another person – unless it is in retaliation for someone else or for causing corruption in the earth – it is as if he had murdered all mankind. And if anyone gives life to another person, it is as if he had given life to all mankind... (Qur’an, 5:32)

As the verse suggests, a person who kills even a single man, “unless it is in retaliation for someone else or for causing corruption in the earth”, 

certainly he commits a crime as if he had murdered all mankind. 

This being the case, it is obvious what great sins are :

the murders, massacres and attacks, popularly known as “suicide attacks”, committed by terrorists. 
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Allah informs us how this cruel face of terrorism will be punished in the hereafter in the following verse: 

There are only grounds against those who wrong people and act as tyrants in the earth without any right to do so. Such people will have a painful punishment. (Qur’an, 42:42)

* All these reveal that organising acts of terror against innocent people is completely against Islam.

* On the contrary, Muslims are responsible for stopping these people, removing “mischief on earth”, bringing peace and security to all people all over the world. 

**Islam cannot be reconciled with terror. 

Just the contrary: 

It is the path to the prevention of terror. 
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In the Qur’an there is hypocritical people who present themselves as religious people. They emerge in the name of Allah and religion, but actually organise to commit wickedness. They are a gang of nine men who planned to murder the Prophet by swearing in the name of God: 

There was a gang of nine men in the city causing corruption in the land and not putting things right. They said, “Let us make an oath to one another by Allah that we will fall on him and his family in the night and then say to his protector, We did not witness the destruction of his family and we are telling the truth.” They hatched a plot and We hatched a plot while they were not aware. (Qur’an, 27:48-50) 

As this incident reveals,if there is people: 

* do things "in the name of God" or 

* even swear in His name or 

* try to show themselves as very religious, 

does not mean that their work is in conformity with religion. 

On the contrary: 

what they do can be quite against the will of God. 
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So we should be very careful.

And our main criterion to judge their work will be the divine message of that religion.

So, what is to be done to rid such terrorism?  

To educate people: 

* to inform people about such “deviant irreligious beliefs”, and 

· to teach people “the true Qur’anic morality”.

ALLAH Commands Us to Do Good Deeds
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In the Qur’an Allah says: 

...And do good as Allah has been good to you. And do not seek to cause corruption in the earth. Allah does not love corrupters. (Qur’an, 28:77) 

As the verses have made clear, 

* to avoid wickedness

· to be against every sort of corruption on earth.
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justice - Allah Commands Us to Be Just

Someone who rules with justice needs to set all his personal feelings and views aside. He needs to treat all parties with justice. 

A true Muslim may be able to consider other parties’ interests before his own and maintain justice, even if this harms his own interests. 
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And in Sura Nisa, Allah commands believers to act justly even it is against themselves: 

“O You who believe! Be upholders of justice, bearing witness for Allah alone, even against yourselves or your parents and relatives. Whether they are rich or poor, Allah is well able to look after them. Do not follow your own desires and deviate from the truth. If you twist or turn away, Allah is aware of what you do.” (Qur’an, 4:135)

The justice Allah commands in the Qur’an is the justice that is exercised equally among all people, with no consideration of language, race, or ethnicity. 

Hatred Felt Towards a Community Does Not Prevent Believers From Exercising Justice

Hatred and anger are the major sources of evil, and they prevent people from making just decisions.
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However: 

The feelings someone holds in his heart towards a person or community should never influence a believer’s decisions. No matter how immoral or hostile that person is, the believer sets all these feelings aside. 

In Sura Ma’ida, it is related as follows: 

O You who believe! Show integrity for the sake of God, bearing witness with justice. Do not let hatred for a people incite you into not being just. Be just. That is closer to faith. Heed Allah (alone). Allah is aware of what you do. (Qur’an, 5:8)

Such people are treated with respect even by their enemies. Their attitude may even lead some people to have faith in God.
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The Meaning of the Concept of "Jihad” 

Another concept that deserves clarification is that of “jihad”. 

· The exact meaning of “Jihad” is “effort”. In Islam, “to carry out jihad” is “to show effort, to struggle”. The Prophet Muhammad explained that “the greatest jihad is the one a person carries out against his lower soul”. What is meant by “lower soul” here is selfish desires and ambitions.
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* The word “jihad” can also mean a struggle carried out on intellectual grounds. The purpose of this struggle is to bring about justice, peace and equality. 

* Struggle in the physical sense is also considered as “jihad”. However, according to Qur’an, this has to be a struggle carried out solely for defensive purposes. 

***So, the use of the concept of “jihad” for acts of aggression against innocent people, that is for terror, would be unjust and a great distortion of the true meaning of the term. 
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WAR IN THE QUR'AN

According to the Qur’an, war represents an “unwanted obligation”. It has to be carried out only when it is absolutely inevitable. 

A closer examination of the Prophet Muhammad’s life reveals that war was a method used for defensive purposes only in unavoidable situations.

In all battles and conquests made in the time of the Prophet Muhammad, the rights of innocent and defenceless people were meticulously protected. The Prophet Muhammad, by his own practice became a role model for others to follow. Indeed, he addressed believers who were about to go to war: 

“Go to war in adherence to the religion of God. Never touch the elderly, women or children. Always improve their situation and be kind to them. Allah loves those who are sincere.”3  Ramuz El Hadis, Vol 1, 84/8
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He ordered the attitude of muslims to others as follows:

“Do not kill children. Avoid touching people who devote themselves to worship in churches! Never murder women and the elderly. Do not set trees on fire or cut them down. Never destroy houses!”4 Ramuz El Hadis, Vol 1, 76/12
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This policy of the Prophet Muhammad is because, in the Qur’an, Allah commands believers to treat the non-Muslims kindly and justly: 

Allah does not forbid you from being good to those who have not fought you over religion or driven you from your homes, or from being just towards them. Allah loves those who are just. Allah merely forbids you from taking as friends those who have fought you over religion and driven you from your homes and who supported your expulsion... (Qur’an, 60:8-9)

The verses above clarify that all forms of barbarism, unnecessary acts of violence and unjust aggression are forbidden by Islam. 
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Killing Oneself, In Other Words Committing Suicide, is Forbidden in the Qur’an

Another important matter that arose in the wake of the latest terrorist assaults against the United States is that of suicide attacks. Some people, who are ill-informed on Islam, have made entirely wrong statements that Islam allows suicide attacks. However, killing oneself and killing other people are both prohibited in Islam. 

Allah has declared suicide to be a sin in the verse: 

“Do not kill yourselves.” (Qur’an, 4:29) 
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In Islam it is forbidden for anyone to kill himself or herself, for no matter what reason.

The Prophet reveals suicide to be a sin: 

Indeed, whoever (intentionally) kills himself, then certainly he will be punished in the Fire of Hell, wherein he shall dwell forever. Bukhaaree (5778) and Muslim (109 and 110), Reported by Muslim - Eng. Trans, Vol. 1, p.62, No. 203

As this makes clear, committing suicide, and thus carrying out suicide attacks, and causing the deaths of thousands of innocent people while doing so, is a total violation of Islamic morality. 

The only people who can do such things are those 

· who have a very mistaken perception of religion, 

· have no idea of true Qur’anic morality, 

· are under the influence of atheist ideologies, and 

· who have been brainwashed with feelings of hatred and revenge. 

Everybody must oppose such actions.
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THE OUTLOOK OF ISLAM ON THE PEOPLE OF THE BOOK

Another important topic that has been on the agenda with the acts of terrorism against the United States is the relation between the Western and Islamic worlds. As is known, by the 90s, some intellectuals were suggesting that the world was due for a struggle that would take place between the West and Islam. This is the basic theme of Samuel Huntington’s well-known thesis “The Clash of Civilisations”. However, this thesis—better called as “Clash of Ignorance” by Edward W. Said—rests on an imaginary scenario generated by the exaggeration of the influence of some radical and ignorant factions to be found in these two civilisations. 

Actually, there can be no clash between the Western civilisation and the Islamic civilisation, because the beliefs of Judaism and Christianity, the tenets upon which Western civilisation is based, are in perfect harmony with Islam. 


In the Qur’an, Jews and Christians are called the “People of the Book”. This is because the members of these two religions abide by the Divine Books revealed by God. The outlook of Islam on the People of the Book is extremely just and compassionate. in a verse of the Qur’an which states:

… You will find the people most affectionate to those who believe are those who say, “We are Christians.” That is because some of them are priests and monks and because they are not arrogant. (Qur’an, 5:82)

SLIDE 27 
Common Beliefs and Values Shared by Muslims and the People of the Book 

Christian and Muslim beliefs have many aspects in common. Judaism too shares many beliefs with Islam. In the Qur’an, Allah relates that Muslims share the same faith with the People of the Book: 

“We have faith in what has been sent down to us and what was sent down to you. Our Allah and your Allah are one and we submit to Him.” (Qur’an, 29:46) 
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In one verse, that Muslims make no distinction among prophets is related as follows: 

The Messenger believes in what has been sent down to him by his Lord, and so do the believers. Each one believes in Allah and His angels and His Books and His Messengers. We do not differentiate between any of His Messengers. They say, “We hear and we obey. Forgive us, our Lord! You are our journey’s end.” (Qur’an, 2:285) 
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Monasteries, Churches and Synagogues Must Be Respected

Another important fact we learn from the Qur’an is that Muslims must respect Jewish and Christian places of worship. In the Qur’an, the places of worship of the People of the Book, ie. monasteries, churches and synagogues, are mentioned as places of worship protected by God.

…if Allah had not driven some people back by means of others, monasteries, churches, synagogues and mosques, where God’s name is mentioned much, would have been pulled down and destroyed. Allah will certainly help those who help Him – Allah is All-Strong, Almighty. (Qur’an, 22:40 )

This verse shows every Muslim must respect and protect the holy places of the People of the Book. 

Indeed, the Prophet Mohammad also made contracts with pagans as well as the people of the Book. Pagans were always treated with justice, and when they asked to be taken under protection, their requests were readily accepted by Muhammad. These communities sought the protection of the Messenger of God. In Sura Tawba, Allah advises that requests of pagans seeking protection be accepted by believers. Allah says: 

If any of the idolaters ask you for protection, give them protection until they have heard the words of God. Then convey them to a place where they are safe... (Qur’an, 9:6)
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Rallying to a Common Formula

Concerning the People of the Book, Allah gives Muslims a command in the Qur’an; to rally to a common formula:

Say, "O People of the Book! Let us rally to a common formula to be binding on both us and you: That we worship none but God; that we associate no partners with Him; that we erect not, from among ourselves, Lords and patrons other than God." (Qur’an, 3:64)

This is indeed our call to Christians and Jews: As people who believe in Allah and follow His revelations, let us rally to a common formula – “faith”. Let us love God, Who is our Creator and Lord, and follow His commands. And let us pray to Allah to lead us to an even straighter path. 
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Our hope is that: 

*a world will be established in which people will be able to live together in peace, 

*no matter what race or religion they belong to, 

*in which every sort of racism will be rejected, 

*everyone’s rights will be safeguarded and 

*everyone will be respected. 

This peace can be achieved by a struggle that will have to take place 

only on intellectual grounds against all anti-religious ideologies. 
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For the prevention of corruption on earth, Allah wants believers to help eachother: 

Those who disbelieve are the friends and protectors of one another. If you do not act in this way (be friends and protectors of one another) there will be turmoil in the land and great corruption. (Qur’an, 8:73)
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THANK YOU

