A CALL FOR AN ISLAMIC UNION
SPEAKER:

There are more than 1.2 billion Muslims living in the world today.

Muslims constitute a majority of the population in 56 separate countries.

There are problems, conflicts and even wars between some of these countries.

In the present day the Islamic world has been unable to establish the necessary union, for which reason it is not sufficiently powerful. 

Furthermore, there is no center to define and teach Islamic moral values …

This, in turn, prepares the groundwork for those who put forward mistaken models in the name of Islam. 

The fact is, however, that all these problems can be solved and Islamic civilization can once again illuminate the whole world.

The way for this to happen is for all Muslims to unite.

Through unity, and the construction of an “Islamic Union.”  

ISLAM ILLUMINATES THE WORLD
At the beginning of the seventh century, Arabia was one of the world's most chaotic places. 

Many tribes lived on these lands, and each of them worshipped a different idol. They would declare war on each another, shed much blood, and even kill children for their misguided beliefs and idols.

A life full of violence, barbarism and ignorance prevailed in Arabia.

Until the birth of Islam, that is ...

This dark world began to be utterly transformed with God’s revelation of the Qur’an to the Prophet Muhammed (peace be upon him).

With the spread of Islam, peace, reason and civilization ruled.

Within a few decades, Islam spread to all of Mesopotamia and North Africa, and reached Spain in the west and India in the east.

The Arabs, who had been tending their flocks in the desert just a few decades ago, were now the rulers of an empire due to the reason, culture, and awareness they had acquired through Islam. 

And they installed the civilization, tolerance and proper moral values taught by God in the Qur’an in the entire region.

During that same period, bigotry and intolerance held sway in Europe.

The Catholic Church was oppressing the Jews and even Christians of other denominations. 

Forced proselytization, as well as torture and murder in the name of religion, were common.

In lands under Muslim rule, Jews and Christians were treated with tolerance and compassion, and everyone was free to live by their own religion, for God orders this in the Qur'an: 

Only argue with the People of the Book in the kindest way—except in the case of those of them who do wrong—saying: "We believe in what has been sent down to us and what was sent down to you. Our God and your God are one, and we submit to Him." (Qur'an, 29:46)

Islamic civilization, that soon became the world’s major power in all spheres, also experienced a great rise in the scientific arena. 

Muslim scientists developed the decimal system and numbers in use everywhere in the world today. They calculated the orbit of the Moon around the Earth, and made major discoveries concerning the structure of light and optics. They identified that diseases were spread by tiny organisms invisible to the naked eye.

In addition, women, who enjoyed the same right to an education as men in scientific schools, made their contribution to all this.

In 1299 the foundations of one of the greatest of this civilization’s empires were laid. That was the Ottoman Empire, that for 600 years would have the broadest and most effective state system in the Islamic world!

With its conception of the state based on justice and tolerance, superior architecture, traces of which can still be seen today, and its successes in the fields of art, culture and civilization, the Ottoman Empire was an important role model for the Western world.

The tolerant understanding of the Ottomans enabled dozens of different ethnic groups and religious sects to live together in peace for centuries. 

The Ottoman state and governing system was based on the values of Islam, and many present-day political scientists refer to it as one of the most ideal state systems. Ottoman state diplomacy formed the basis of the modern era's multi-track diplomacy.

These historical facts show that Islamic morality played a leading role in the modern world's development. 

The values acquired by individual Europeans from the world of Islam played a fundamental role in developing European civilization. Historian Eugene Myers expresses this reality in the following way:

… From the late ninth century until the twelfth, Islamic influence on Western science and culture was great… The cultural importance of the work of Islamic scholars and translators for the development of science and humanities can hardly be overestimated… Thus, the roots of Western thought are a mixture of Greco-Arabic and Hebrew thought. (Eugene A. Myers, Arabic Thought and the Western World in the Golden Age of Islam [New York, 1964], 10, 133, 134)

SPEAKER: 

Muslims today should not just bask in the glory of their past, but must work to help the Islamic world rise once again. 

A glory resembling that of the past can be constructed by Muslims once again becoming leaders of culture and civilization. Muslims must react to differences with tolerance and use their strength and energies solely for the benefit of Islam and humanity. Only with the dominance of a democratic, tolerant and peace-loving culture can the Islamic world construct one of the greatest civilizations of the twenty-first century.

Love, compassion, sympathy and tolerance are the core values of Islamic morality.  

Thanks to these values, the despotic regimes ruling Muslim lands today will fall; Muslims will enjoy peace and security; cultural and economic development will be achieved.

However, before that there is one fundamental question that the Islamic world has to resolve as a matter of urgency: the establishment of union among Muslim countries…

THE FRAGMENTATION OF ISLAMIC UNION 
In the nineteenth century one of the most destructive trends in political history made its appearance in the Islamic world: Radical nationalism!

Some Muslims fell under the influence of the Western ideologies imposed upon them. 

This played a role in the fragmentation of the great Islamic states, especially the Ottoman Empire.

With the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, the great majority of Muslims found themselves colonized by Western powers.

Before the colonialists withdrew decades later, they drew up artificial borders. 

When combined with the radical nationalism disseminated among Muslims, the region turned into a quagmire.

Ethnic differences within some Muslim communities became sources of conflict. 

The different Muslim ethnic groups, who had lived in the same land until recently, suddenly found themselves living on different sides of these artificial borders. 

Soon, these artificial nations began disputing with each other over borders and other matters, and feelings of hostility arose. 

A 100-year long period of instability had begun.

Today, union has still not been established in the Islamic world. And a great many Islamic countries are struggling with political, economic or social problems. 

This, in turn, is one of the major obstacles to a helping hand being extended to needy Muslims.

As in Palestine, Kashmir, East Turkestan, Moro, and a great many other places.

Today, millions of innocent Muslims are oppressed in these occupied regions.

Millions of needy women, children and the elderly are waiting to be saved from oppression.

Moreover, there is great poverty, hunger and backwardness in some Muslim countries today.

One of the main reasons why no permanent solution has been able to be found to these problems is that the Muslims of the world are far from enjoying unity.  

In fact, however, all Muslims are responsible for protecting the rights of other Muslims and meeting their needs. 

Islamic moral values require Muslims always to act in a spirit of unity, to engage in solidarity and cooperation, and to be brothers in religion.

As God has revealed in the Qur’an, “the believers are brothers." (Qur’an, 49:10)

In the Qur’an, God reveals that there will be terrible chaos in the world in the absence of Muslims’ union:

Those who do not believe are the friends and protectors of one another. If you do not act in this way [protect each other], there will be turmoil in the land and great corruption. (Qur'an, 8:73)

WHY AN ISLAMIC UNION?
Until the Second World War, most Muslim countries were European colonies. Some of them had to undertake wars of liberation to gain their independence. 

This situation changed the look of Islamic geography. 

However, the real change took place after the cold war ended. Until then, the Islamic world was considered in terms of Africa and Asia; now, it has become more of a Eurasian affair with Albania and Bosnia to the west and Chechnya and Tajikistan to the east. 

In the 1980s, Turkey was the only Muslim country represented in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. Now there are nine. 

On the other hand, a great many Muslims began migrating to various European countries and America from the early part of the twentieth century on. Considerable Muslim populations developed in these lands.

This in turn increased the extent of the Islamic world. Today, Islam is the fastest growing religion in America and many European countries.

The present-day Islamic world with its 1.2 billion population represents a major power with its underground wealth and strategic importance.

It is also in a region where crossroads and transit routes of world trade are located.

The straits and canals joining the Black and Mediterranean seas, the Mediterranean Sea with the Persian Gulf and the Persian Gulf with the Indian Ocean, as well as the main transit points in the Indian Ocean are all under Muslim control. 

In terms of strategic underground reserves such as oil and natural gas, the world’s wealthiest lands are part of the Islamic region...
Roughly half of the oil consumed in the West is exported from the Islamic world, as is 40% of the world's agricultural production. 

The Persian Gulf holds two-thirds of the planet's discovered crude oil reserves. Saudi Arabia alone holds 25.4% of the world's oil reserves, or 262 billion barrels.

Moreover, the Middle East has 40% of the global natural gas reserves; 35% of these reserves are in the Gulf region.  

Algeria, Libya and the Central Asian countries also possess very rich resources. 

Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan are two of the world's leading gold producers. 

Turkey has one of the world's richest boron reserves. 

Tajikistan has the world's largest aluminum producing facilities.

However, many Islamic countries still face major problems despite all this wealth.

On the one hand are technological, cultural and economic problems, and on the other are oppressive regimes in some of these countries.

In the Islamic world, 86% of the population's living standards fall below $2,000, 76% under $1,000, and 67% under $500 per year. 

When the Islamic world's total resources are considered, this is quite a paradox.

 And this distorted picture shows why an Islamic Union needs to be established…

The Islamic world can only achieve balanced economic development by means of an Islamic Union.

Integration in production, trade, science and technology among Muslim countries will permit underdeveloped nations to make rapid progress, and those with the necessary means and infrastructure to use these in the most productive manner possible. 

More productive use of the Islamic world’s natural resources will permit Islamic countries to exchange the goods they produce and workforce potentials as productively as possible. 

Many charitable and international organizations are actively seeking to assist poor and suffering Islamic nations. However, their efforts usually do not go beyond delivering aid packages to the affected regions. And, this aid often does not reach its intended recipients due to the failures of the underdeveloped nation's system and their mafia or gang-type organizations. All of these must be eradicated, and a new mentality based on conscience and common sense must be nurtured through mass education campaigns.

This can only be possible by means of an Islamic Union with the entire Islamic world’s resources, power and conscience behind it. 

WHAT FORM SHOULD AN ISLAMIC UNION TAKE?
The European Union may be a model for the Islamic Union. The European Union is noted being an entity in which member states' sovereignty, system of governance, and state bureaucracy continue their functions under the umbrella of a constitution based on "European culture." 

Within this constitution's framework, member states cooperate in politics, culture, and economy, and a central legislature and administration coordinate their cooperation and represent Europe's interest as a whole.
SPEAKER:

The Islamic Union must have a structure that preserves member states' independence, national borders, rights, and interests. 

And it must have a vision to unite these sovereign states under a shared Islamic culture, and establish the legislative and administrative organs that will develop and implement common policies.

The Organization of the Islamic Conference has 56 member states and is the largest Muslim organization in terms of number of members and of geography. In addition, there are several regional military and trade alliances between neighboring Muslim nations, each of which fulfills important functions.

SPEAKER:

However, the Islamic world needs a more comprehensive union. This union must have decision-making powers, be able to develop and implement common policies, and represent the voice of the whole Muslim world. 

This union must function in the economic, military, and social areas. Thus, the member states' security concerns will be addressed, and the resulting extensive cooperation will result in higher standards of living in the member states. 

An Islamic Union: 

Must be peaceful and harmonious! 
Must be a generator of solutions!

Must be just, and respect private and individual rights!

Must aim the development of the Islamic World!

Must bring the conflicts between Muslims and other civilizations to an end, and resolve problems!

A NEW OTTOMAN EMPIRE
SPEAKER:

One of the signs that an Islamic Union is a necessary and realistic project is the fact that the need for an “Islamic Union” has begun to be perceived by the West. The way that Western commentators look back to the Ottoman Empire is an expression of this. 

One of the comments from the West about this subject is a piece in The New York Times by David Fromkin entitled "A World Still Haunted by Ottoman Ghosts". Fromkin begins by saying that "A ghost has been haunting the United States. It is the specter of the Ottoman Empire" and continues:

Looking back, it is clear that many characteristics of the Middle East… were shaped by the five centuries of Ottoman rule. (David Fromkin, "A World Still Haunted by Ottoman Ghosts", New York Times, March 9, 2003)

British journalist Timothy Garton Ash expressed similar views in an article published in The Guardian. Ash says "we are still wrestling, nearly a century later, with the legacy of the Ottoman empire," and concludes:

Let's face it: when this bleedin' war [in Iraq] is over, we'll be back in 1918, confronting many of the same questions in the same places that our grandparents wrestled with, from the Balkans to the Middle East. And we still don't have answers. Sometimes I think we should reinvent the Ottoman empire. (Timothy Garton Ash, The Guardian, March 27, 2003)

SPEAKER:

The feature of the Ottoman Empire referred to by Western observers is that it represents the last “Islamic Union” in history. Islamic Union collapsed together with the Ottoman Empire, and various superstitious trends and problems, including radicalism, emerged from the ruins. The solution is the restoration of the Islamic Union. An Islamic Union which, as under the Ottoman Empire, will be tolerant of other beliefs, a respected and dazzling member of the community of civilizations, and a guarantor of world stability. 

Modern Turkey, the heir of the Ottoman Empire, with the democratic system it possesses, its moderate conception of Islam based on Qur’anic moral values, its dialogue with the West and the prestige it enjoys in the Islamic world, is capable of leading that union.

It is most interesting that this fact is being identified by Western commentators. The British writer Jonathan Power makes the following comment in an article in the Los Angeles Times titled “The Stage Is Set for an Islamic Renaissance:”
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'"  This renaissance of Islam will come to pass in one not-too-distant day, if only because the roots of civilization in the Islamic world run deep. The brainpower is certainly there. It is just a question of the right political structures. In the modern world perhaps democracy can be the key to unlock the stored-up potential, as modern Turkey seems to be demonstrating... (Jonathan Power, "Stage Is Set for Islamic World Renaissance", Los Angeles Times, August 28, 2003) 

THE BRIGHT FUTURE AWAITING  THE WORLD
SPEAKER:

Recent developments clearly show that the Islamic world is ripe for great and fundamental change. 

The Qur'an and the hadith literature suggest that the approaching period will be a bright one for the world's Muslims, God willing. 

Setting up the Islamic Union will speed up the process and begin a new era of plenty and prosperity not only for Muslims but also for humanity in general.

The current situation may seem to be very negative at first look, whereas in reality each negative development signals the approach of a blessed period. War, destitution, famine, oppression, and tyranny against Muslims across the world are signs of the End Times. The end of the End Times is the rise of Islamic moral values.

Therefore, the current situation must not cause Muslims to feel despair and hopelessness; on the contrary, it should motivate them and increase their zeal and excitement. 

The great Islamic scholar Bediuzzaman Said Nursi explained, in his famous Damascus Sermon, the conditions in which Muslims live, warned of the dangers of falling into despair, and spoke of the bright future awaiting them, as follows:

Despair is the most detrimental sickness. It has permeated into the heart of the Islamic world... Such a despair that it has stifled our sublime morality, swerving our attention from the interests of the general to our personal interests. It is the very same despair that has broken our spiritual might... Despair is the most dreadful sickness of our people... It is the pretext of the coward, the inferior and the helpless... It is only Islam which will truly and spiritually pervade the continents of the future and lead humanity to bliss both in this world and the next. 

The glad tidings imparted by Bediuzzaman are today very near. In order for Muslims to be worthy of these tidings, they must never forget that union is something commanded by God:

Hold fast to the rope of God all together, and do not separate…(Qur'an, 3:103)
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